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Sanctuary Update
We are so grateful for the 201516 mild winter we had here in
southern Wisconsin. It allowed
us to get a head start on necessary projects. We are in the process of putting in a new large
aviary for our peacocks, including a heated building. Also, our
Savanna cats need to be separated, so we’re adding another heated building attached to three
large outdoor enclosures. Lemke
Fence of Jefferson, WI is constructing these much needed enclosures. Other projects include
putting up new security panels in
different areas and we are also in
need of construction minded people
to build six new
dens for our big
cats. This summer
we will be moving
a few of our cats
into different enclosures and areas.
Nash, our big male
Cougar, was neutered by Dr.
Rudawski in April
and has been
moved to the large enclosure
next to Kia the cougar. We have
high hopes of eventually pairing
them. They would chirp to each
other all the time and now that
Nash has been moved, Kia is not
so sure about him living next
door. We think they will make a
cute couple once paired and it
will be nice for them to grow old
together. The loss of Trio has
been devastating for Kubwa, his
buddy. We attempted to put Jappa and Shera with him but they
were not compatible. So…we
will be moving Jappa and Shera
over to the large enclosure near
the wolves and then move Tia,
the tiger, from the main barn in
with Kubwa to be his new friend.

Tia was paired with Assam and
since his passing several years
ago, she has really missed him
and has not been herself. Czar
has really aged this past year
and he will be moved to the
main barn in a heated area with
access to the outdoors, this
summer or fall. We have separated Socrates and Oxsanna as
she has become too much for
him to handle these past few
months. Socrates was having a
hard time fending her off because of his age. Oxsanna was
taking advantage of the situation. She is a young cat and
Socrates is in the tail end of his
life. Socs was so
happy to be separated; the first day he
just laid flat out sunning himself for
hours without fear of
being tackled or
jumped on. If we get
in an older female tiger, that
would be a
perfect fit for
our old man as
long as he has
someone his
own speed. Socs has never
been alone since arriving at the
Sanctuary as a two year old.
Now in his 20’s, we wonder
how the years could possibly
fly by so fast. Hope all who are
reading this will have a fabulous summer. Enjoy it because
it will fly by way too fast!
Love and Extra Big Hugs,
Jill, Jim and Animal Friends

Letters from Members
What a Blessing you are to ALL
of us who are lucky enough to
know and love you – not to mention the animals in your
care….Love and Hugs galore for
all you do for God’s precious
creatures.
Gratefully,
Pat Benson,
Delavan, Wisconsin
Dear Jill and Jim,
Thank you so much for all you do
for the animals. The world would
be a very dark place without people like you. Bless you all,
Stacy Zacher and Family,
Hartland, Wisconsin
Dear Jill, Jim, Andy and all the
animals,
Thank you for allowing us to
come visit!! We had a fabulous
tour, enjoyed feeding the cats, and
are so impressed by the work you
are doing to improve the lives of
so many animals. We look forward to visiting you all again.
Sending you Sunshine from California!
With gratitude and love,
Steven and Lynn,
Hemet, California
What you do at
your rescue is
nothing short of a
miracle! Love all
things big and
small.
Thanks!!
Billy Mc Loughlin,
Okeechobee, Florida
Jill & Jim,
God Bless you and all your faithful volunteers. Your selfless dedication to God’s creatures is a
bright shining star in this world
that can be so dark at times. Prayers that your needs will be met in
2016.
Sue Rainer
Waukesha, Wisconsin
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To Jill and Jim,
Thank you for taking care of all
those animals. Me and my sister
got some money for Valley of
The Kings. We got $9.77 for the
animals. Thank you, we love
Valley of The Kings and all the
animals.
Love Ravgn Skye and Siena, 9
and 7 years old
Jill & Jim,
I just have to say, considering all
your health issues, it is nothing
short of a miracle, what you two
do for all those special animals,
on a daily basis. Reading the
Pug Mark, We all know why,
they love you sooooooo much!
Sometimes in this beautiful
State, we have endless days with
no Sunshine, but I get the feeling, because of two wonderful
people, at Valley of The Kings,
on any given day, the Sun is
shining, somewhere.
God Bless you both,
Stan Tappa,
Saint Francis, Wisconsin
To all at VOTK,
What wonderful
people you are, devoting your lives to
the care and wellbeing of these animals! If only the
world had more
people in it like

you.
Denise Kunz,
Greenfield, Wisconsin

Dear Jill and Jim,
Our hearts go out to you for the
loss of dear Magic. You were so
loving and caring for him just as
you are for all “God’s creatures
great or small” that have come to
you. We are so thankful you
were able to give him the love
and care you did. I also cherish

my memories of him and Rogue
as you do.
Love Lois and Joe Haas,
Lake Geneva, Wisconsin
I visited your park several years
ago and was very impressed with
your cats and you caring so much
about them. I never forgot that
so now I am able to help the cats
myself. Thank you for caring!
Julie Antosz,
Moody, Alabama

ITEMS NEEDED EVERY
DAY AT THE
SANCTUARY:
Used blankets, sheets, towels
9” paper plates
Paper towels
Dry dog and cat food, any brand
Canned cat and dog food, any brand
Clumping cat litter, any brand
Volunteers with construction skills
Volunteers to help with chores each
day
Volunteers for tour guides
Volunteers with gardening skills
Volunteers with farm chore skills
We can also use gift cards for:
Farm and Fleet, Menards, Lowes,
Home Depot, Tractor Supply,
Walmart, Pet Smart, Pet World
Warehouse, Mounds Pet Warehouse,
Please think about your end of the
year donations for 2016. If anyone
would like VOTK pamphlets to
give to prospective donors, please
let us know. Ask your employers
and businesses in your area. We
survive on memberships and donations. We receive no State or Federal funds.
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Ways to Help ...
Here are some ways YOU can help the animals at VOTK:
1) Please consider a stock donation to help the animals this holiday
season. Contact Jack D. Simpson at
Jack.Simpson@RaymondJames.com or call 414-935-4190.
2) Ever shop at Amazon.com? (like, who doesn’t, right?)
AmazonSmile is a website operated by Amazon that lets customers
enjoy the same wide selection of products, low prices, and convenient
shopping features as on Amazon.com. The difference is that when customers shop on AmazonSmile (smile.amazon.com), the AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the price of eligible purchases to the charitable organizations selected by customers. VOTK is already registered as one of those organizations! You can help the animals while you do your shopping!
3) VOTK now has an account with Charity Buzz. We are looking for
items valued at $500.00 (minimum) to be auctioned off to benefit the
animals at VOTK. Sports memorabilia that is rare or signed with documentation, vacation packages, classic vehicles, opportunities with
famous individuals, anything unique and different to gain high bids.
You will receive a full tax write off for your donations.

A

re you looking for a way to help the sanctuary financially, but don’t
know how? VOTK now accepts PayPal!

PayPal is a secure internet-based way to send and receive money. All you need is
an email address and a credit card. Anyone can use PayPal to buy gift shop items,
buy or renew memberships, or donate money to the sanctuary.
To use PayPal, simply log onto www.paypal.com. You will have to set up your
own personal PayPal account (it’s free), then click on “send money”. Enter our
email address info@votk.org for general contributions to VOTK. If you send

us a donation, please indicate whether it is for our general fund or a specific project. Enter the amount you wish to send. You can pay either with a
credit card or checking account.
The sanctuary will then get an email, informing them of
your donation. It’s a quick and easy way to make a
difference to the sanctuary, even if you can’t make it
up to see us every weekend!!

If you write us a check for a donation, please
note on the check whether it is for a specific
project or for the general fund.
HELP US TO GIVE THE ANIMALS ALL THEY DESERVE AND MORE BY CREATING A SAFE HAVEN
AND TRUE SANCTUARY FOR ALL ETERNITY.
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New Arrivals
Lucy:
Lucy is a little Bengal with a huge
attitude. She would attack her
owner and sink in her teeth in his
legs causing him at times to get
stitches.
He put up
with her
for as long
as he could
then had
made an
appointment with
his veterinarian to
have Lucy
put to
sleep. The
veterinarian, from
Madison, gave us a call and we
agreed to take her. Dr. Chris
Pagel, from Companion Animal
Hospital in Madison, had the owner bring her to him and Dr. Chris
in turn brought her to us. Lucy
seems really sweet but does a 180
when you least expect it. She will
more than likely live in isolation
the remainder of her life as it is not
safe to pair her with another cat or
place her in a home. She is beautiful though and is living next to
Ramon, a Savanna, for a safe companionship through the fence. The
owners’ nick name for Lucy was
“Lucifurr”!
Kya:
Kya, a silver fox, came from a
man in Green
Bay who used to
own a colony of
foxes. Kya escaped from him
and was on the
nightly news,
consistently
eluding capture.
The owner was
able to finally
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catch her after a few days, but the
city wanted her gone. A plea
came in for us to take her and we
agreed. She has fit in very nicely
with our other foxes: Sonoma,
Cody and Tuka. Kya is exquisite! Her kind, red fox mutations,
are raised for fur coats! Their fur
looks far better on the animal and
we hope one day humans will no
longer want to wear furs. It is a
depressing, horrifying industry
and needs to be stopped.
Cookie:
Cookie, our new resident, is a
crippled pig. She was born February 29th to a pig farmer in Green
Bay. Her rear legs from the hock
down
are folded up
toward
the
front,
due to a
birth
deformity. The
pig
farmer called to see if we would
take her and of course, we said
yes. We don’t know what the future will hold for Cookie Pig.
Unfortunately, she will grow to be
a full size pig. We were looking
into possible prosthetics but so far
not much luck at this time because she’s growing unbelievably
fast. We are keeping her bedded
in deep shavings and blankets to
prevent pressure sores but
should that happen, we will
have to then put her to rest.
We plan on making an outdoor
area for her, thick in grass, so
she can enjoy outside time.
She will never be able to be on
hard ground but we feel confident she can have a quality life
and high hopes for her to see

old age. Please pray for this special girl. Cookie loves to play
with toys, likes belly rubs and back
scratches. She has a good life
right now and has no idea she is
crippled. We are in need of blankets for her as we go through quite
a few each week. Cookie is sponsored by Jessica Lamb.
Willy:
Willy is a cute little Pot-bellied
pig. He is from the Green Bay area and is sponsored by Bob and
Carol Morrison who rescued him.

Kita:
Kita is a beautiful, older, brown
and white Llama. Chunky lived
with Chewie these past 19 years
and when Chewie died, Chunky
just wasn’t himself. Elden Harms
came out to shear him and told us
about an elderly female Llama
looking for a home. Perfect timing, perfect fit! Kita has fit in
beautifully and we added our Baby
Doll sheep to the mix to give them
both more company. After a few
weeks, we took in four more absolutely exquisite Llamas. They are
all living with Chunkie and company.
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In Memory of Those Who Have Crossed Rainbow Bridge
In Memory of Chewie, our
Camel:
On May 28th, Dr. Tracy from
Elkhorn Veterinary Clinic, put our
beloved Chewie to sleep. He had
sudden severe colic and Dr. Tracy
said euthanasia was best. It was a
heart wrenching decision but there
was nothing that could be done for
him. Chewie was loved by so
many people and was a favorite at

the Sanctuary for many years.
Chewie had a good life with us
and he lived at the Sanctuary for
over 19 years. When Chewie was
five months old he had put his
right front leg through fencing and
tore ligaments. The owners at the
time did not want to put funds toward vet costs and gave Chewie to
a friend in Sullivan, WI. That person fed him doughnuts and free
choice grain which caused him to
founder. They also did not tend
to his injury. The lady called us
when Chewie was nine months
old to donate him for lion food.
We picked Chewie up immediately and took him to a Camel Vet in
Stoughton, WI. The Vet was kind
enough to work with us on putting
Chewie back together again. It
took months! His leg had not
been tended to from the time of
the injury and infection had travTHE PUG MARK

eled down the leg and blew a hole
from the top through bottom of
his right foot. We soaked and
wrapped his leg and foot for almost eight months and although
crippled, Chewie was pain free
and could move around. It was
important to always keep him dry
and to confine him to a small outdoor area to prevent more damage
to his injured leg. Jim would fill
his outdoor area with fresh sand
each year and Chewie would love
to roll and sun himself in the afternoons. A Dromedary Camel
lifespan is 40 years. Chewie was
almost 20 years of age. Taking
into consideration the severity of
the injury he suffered as a youngster and being crippled, Chewie
had 19 years he wouldn’t have
had otherwise. Anyone else
would probably have just put him
down. As hard as it is losing him,
we are so very grateful for the
time we had him. Chewie was
always happy, loved his treats and
enjoyed visitors; it’s just not going to be the same without him.
Chewie was sponsored by Barb
Warsala for many years.
In Memory of Danni, our big
chocolate and white skunk:
He was so sweet and loved KFC,
blueberries and green peppers.
Danni is missed by his skunk
friends and they still look for him
at feeding time. All animals big
and small grieve loss.
In Memory of Trio:
Our beloved crossed eyed tiger,
Trio, was found deceased January
30th. He died of peritonitis. He
had acute pancreatitus and had
been on antibiotics but his recovery was not meant to be.
Our hearts are heavy with his
passing and his buddy Kubwa is
missing his best friend. I find
writing about Trio both painful

and difficult. As animal rescuers
we have to be strong. We pray
for strength knowing we have 5
senior cats that will more than
likely pass on this year. One has
to wonder how much we can bear
as we specialize in the elderly and
handicapped of the animal world.
Every single loss we carry deep
within our hearts and it’s the hardest part of doing what we do. Our
hearts break with loss and yet we
open our hearts for another soul
big or small who is in need of a
forever home. Trio came to us as
a cub, he was a gift from Ron Holiday in Umatilla, Florida. Trio
was named in honor of three beloved friends, Ron, Joy and
Chuck. This trio had an act of
love called “Cat Dancers”. We
met years ago at the Wisconsin
Dells. At the time we were very
much against animal acts, but like
anything else, there are good ones
and bad ones. Ron and Joy lived
and breathed for their big cats. The
act was pure joy and the bond between them, awe inspiring. They
were such a gift and showed the
world true compassion, dedication
and love for those in their care.
The big cats grew old with them
and were an extension of both our
families. Joy and Chuck were
killed in 1998 by their white tiger
Jupiter, who was Trio’s uncle.
They were killed six weeks apart
and that same year I lost my 22
year old son Edwardjohn to a deervehicle crash. Ron and Joy had
never had experience with severely inbred tigers. Jupiter was like a
loaded gun and I knew even at a
young age he was dangerous.
They really thought his personality
would level out as he grew older
and that he was just acting out.
Trio had the same switch Jupiter
had and we always gave him a
(Continued on page 6)
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Rainbow Bridge, continued
(Continued from page 5)

wide berth. We never put ourselves in Trio’s space because he
was so unpredictable. This is
common with the breeding for
white tigers;
many are not
right in the mind.
They will kill
you one day and
then wonder
where you are
the next day.
Having big cats
for over 35 years
we have seen
and heard it all.
Ron was left to
carry on and today teaches ballet in Florida. He
no longer has big
cats. Sixteen
years ago Ron
had a litter of
tigers from Shercon, who was a
diluted orange
tiger (Jupiter’s
brother) and Deva, a dark orange
and black female. They produced a couple
of white cubs which had gone on
to forever homes and Trio, who
was of normal orange color was
sent to us. Volunteer Kathy Piper
flew down to Florida and brought
him back on the plane. She had
him in a carrier tucked under her
seat. Trio was six weeks old and
the size of a house cat. Poor Trio
screamed the whole way back to
Chicago and continued to scream
upon reaching us; he wanted his
mom and siblings. No amount of
cuddling, toys, blankets or food
would console the poor little guy.
Trio lived in the house with us and
we kept him in a baby crib for his
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protection. When we would go
out to do chores you could hear
his screams coming from the
house. Everything we knew to
make a little tiger happy failed

and we searched to find him a
friend. We found two young lionesses that fit the bill and were
the same age as Trio. Jappa and
Shera were in an exhibit where
you get your photo taken with
cubs, but they were too large to
have contact with the public.
They needed a forever home.
Volunteers drove down to Florida
and brought them to us. The girls
were 4 months old and Trio immediately accepted them and was
as happy as a clam! Kubwa and
Kashie came in as cubs a short
time after the girls arrived. This
particular group of cats was awe-

some as youngsters, but once they
started to age, Jappa and Shera
established dominance over
Kashie, so we moved her to another enclosure. Then they established dominance
over Kubwa, so we
separated the two
girls from Kubwa
and Trio. Trio never played by the
rules and taught the
girls everything
they know. They
are far too aggressive to ever be
paired with other
cats. About 8 years
ago, Trio became
very ill and could
not keep food
down. We tried different medications
and nothing
worked. His health
continued to go
downhill so we took
him to the UW veterinary clinic in
Madison, WI for an
ultra sound. That
test revealed the
valve that empties
the stomach wasn’t
working. We transported Trio to
Dr. Rudawski’s Fox Lake Animal
Clinic for immediate surgery. His
pyloris valve was opened and repaired by Dr. Rudawski and Trio’s
recovery was uneventful. He
gained back all his weight and
thrived. After he finally passed,
we took comfort in knowing he
had those extra years with us.
His stomach issue should have
been a death sentence, but thankfully, he beat the odds. That abnormality was from inbreeding
and a part of the white tiger syndrome. Many tigers have crossed
(Continued on page 7)
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Rainbow Bridge, continued
(Continued from page 6)

eyes, heart defects, mental issues
etc. You never know what you’re
going to get breeding for white
tigers, and many have lost their
lives like our friends Joy and
Chuck. Others have been seriously injured like the team of Siegfried and Roy, for example, from
tigers that have been inbred. Trio
was always the first to greet people and the first to eat. Three
weeks before his death he stopped
eating. Antibiotics were started
right away and through those three
weeks he had peaks and valleys.
A few days before his death, whatever food he ate came out the other end unchanged, so he was started on enzymes. Friday, the day
before he died, his stool looked so
much better and we felt the tide
had turned in his favor; but Saturday morning, our beloved tiger
was gone. Even now, months later, our sorrow is great with his
loss. Trio was loved by so many
who knew him and was sponsored
by Dr. Firdaus Hashim and Dr.
Aref Khwaja.
In Memory of our Beloved lion
Festus:
Festus…what can I say? Our
hearts broken from
losing
Trio, and
once again
buckets of
tears for
the loss of
our dear
silly Festus. Festus
was humanely put to sleep February 2nd,
2016, surrounded by volunteers
who loved our old man. Festus’s
health had slowly been fading this
past year and so many times we
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thought it was time but then he
would rally and surprise us all. A
few days before we put Festus to
sleep he grew quiet and wanted
extra attention. That Saturday
when I went in to feed him, Festus was laying down and did not
move. When I called to him he
did not rise and I knew in my
heart it was time. Volunteers
were called and we helped our
sweet old man peacefully slip
away. Heartbroken, we take great
comfort in knowing Festus had a
great life with us. He was loved
beyond measure by so many and
truly was our king of kings. Festus came to us from a large seizure of big cats in 1997. Eighty
seven big cats were seized from a
“back yard” breeder in Arkansas.
They were housed in tiny enclosures and were walking on deceased bodies of cats and cubs.
They had not been cleaned in
years! There was a cougar forced
to live in an old rusted steel oil
drum during 95+degree temperatures, as a result, his feet were
badly burned. We committed to
11 of these cats and Festus out
lived them all except for Snickers. Festus had a crooked face
from birth and was mentally challenged
from inbreeding.
He walked
in circles
always
counterclockwise.
If his
brothers
were in the
way he would step on them and
was met with very angry protests
and roars. Then one day his
brothers banded together and attempted to beat up on Festus.

They had had enough, and for Festus’s safety, we sedated and moved
him to his own enclosure where he
lived alone for many years up until
a year ago. We paired him with
Snickers last fall, both feeble and
equally matched, they acted like an
old married couple. Wherever one
was the other followed, usually a
few feet away if not together.
Snickers missed her buddy, so we
bought big stuffed animals to mimic
Festus and comfort her. Those 11
beautiful lions brought so much joy
to many these past 20 years and it
just doesn’t seem possible they are
all gone. Festus was sponsored
for many years by Mary Kay and
Tom Miekina.
In Memory of Martin:
Martin, our beautiful Serval cat,
died from diabetes March 1st, 2016.
He was big, beautiful and obnoxious. Servals traditionally carry an
attitude. Each one we have had
through the years has, for the most
part, has been feisty and monsters
with the exception of two. Martin
came from a private party that no
longer wanted him and was too
much to handle. We paired him
with a little Bengal cat and they became best of friends. Deuce and
Martin lived together for many
years and a year ago January,
Deuce had a growth appear on his
left rear leg. We took him to see
Dr. Rudawski and it was discovered
he was ravaged with cancer. He
was humanely put to sleep. Martin
would call for him and was never
quite the same after Deuces’ passing. This past December Martin
was diagnosed with diabetes…that
is a death sentence for a cat one
cannot handle. He was treated with
a restricted diet and special food but
he died peacefully several months
(Continued on page 8)
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Rainbow Bridge, continued
(Continued from page 7)

In Beloved Memory of Miri
Rutzky
Steven Robinson
Matteson, Illinois
In Beloved Memory of Don
Walters
Lisa Walters
Cedarburg, Wisconsin
Mark and Julie Stubenrauch
New Berlin, Wisconsin
Sarah Petrie
Franklin, Wisconsin
Barbara Rose
Hales Corners, Wisconsin
Paula Lee
Butler, Wisconsin
Carmen Nickerson
Milwaukee, Wisconsin
Linnea Koenigs
Richfield, Wisconsin
Abigail Blazer
New Berlin, Wisconsin
Kathleen Kerner
Dielectric Corp of Wisconsin
Menomonee Falls, Wisconsin
In Beloved Memory of Jim
Schatschneider
Andris and Ruta Dzelme
Lk Forest, Illinois
In Memory of a Very Dear friend
Norma Cooper. She loved animals and had many in her day.
Marylin, Steve and Ken Kasch
In Memory of Mary Bashford:
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Henry and Laura Ziccardi
Chicago, Illinois
In Memory of Desi, beloved dog
of Vicki and Gary Gleicher:
Irene Sollano
Douglaston, New York
In Beloved Memory of my cat
Kasza who has crossed over to
Rainbow Bridge:
Connie Rawa
Palatine, Illinois
In Memory of Moose:
Pamela Hodermann
Milwaukee, Wisconsin
In Memory of Topaz and Cecil:
The Kerr Family
Antioch, Illinois
In Memory of our beautiful Border Collie, Chewie 12-1-99 to
9-30-14:
Julie Beich
Madison, Wisconsin
In Memory of Charlie and my
own little Panthers:
Sabrina Bryant
Brookfield, Wisconsin
In Beloved Memory of Brenda
(Boo) Smith:
Adored Daughter of Mary Ann
Seckinger
In Loving Memory of Emma
Hetzel Keske (“Amy”):
Frank Herzberg and Ruth Hartman,
Glendale, Wisconsin

later. I miss him when I feed the
bobcats each night. He would always give me attitude with “how
dare I invade his space” with a
snarl and a hiss. Typical Serval,
they do not make good pets yet
they are sold nationwide to unsuspecting, naïve persons, many of
whom have children. Martin
weighed 60lbs. and was three feet
tall which was very large for a
Serval. A child or family pet
would not stand a chance against a
cat that size in a private home. I,
for one, miss Martin. He was sassy but I liked his zest. The night
before he died he acted normal in
every way. It’s interesting how
animals hide their illness so well
until it’s time to pass. The most
important thing to look for every
day, is a slight indication of something unusual in every animal’s
daily routine. That is the first early warning sign an animal is not
well. With Martin, that
knowledge bought him more time
by giving him a special diet. I
would have given anything to
have been able to treat him with
insulin. However, when a large
cat is diagnosed with diabetes, the
prognosis is extremely poor.
Martin was sponsored for many
years by Jack and Janet Feldman.
In Memory of Magic:
Our beloved wolf hybrid Magic
was humanely euthanized May
24th. His passing was especially
difficult for me. Magic was as old
as the sea and he had problems
with arthritis in his hips and rear
legs. He had good days and bad
days and was on medications to
keep our old man comfortable.
Each day he would wait for me to
bring him a warmed dinner from
(Continued on page 9)
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Rainbow Bridge, continued
(Continued from page 8)

the house. He loved his warm
meals and after eating would lay
by the
fence
watching me
prepare
meat
for
Czar
and
Snickers. Magic waited patiently for
scraps I set aside just for him.
Now his empty enclosure brings a
heavy heart and sadness each time
I walk by. Knowing he is free as
a puppy running Rainbow
Bridge’s fields, fills my soul with
gratefulness that this old man had
a great life with us. Magic was
sponsored by Joe and Lois Haas.
In Memory of Echo:
Echo was a male Savanna cat,
very sweet and well-adjusted, that
came from a woman in Green Bay
who could no longer keep him.
Suffering from cancer, he was humanely put to sleep by Dr.
Rudawski. His buddy Ramon is
missing him but newcomer Lucy
the Bengal is fast- making her
new friend.
In Memory of Bruno:
We lost yet another Savanna cat
January 7th due to cancer. Bruno
had a mass in his intestine that
ruptured and developed into
peritinitis. He was humanely put
to sleep by Dr. Rudawski. He
was large, healthy and a chatter
box. Never had a bad day until
the day we found him acting very
lethargic. We immediately took
him to see Dr. Rudawski’s clinic,
where we discovered the bad
news. Bruno was owned by a
woman who loved him dearly.
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She could no longer keep him.
Bruno had been with us many
years. Cubby and Lika were his
best friends and the girls were just
lost without their big security
blanket. Digger, a domestic cat
that lived in the graveyard next to
them, would visit each day and
was bonded with the girls. They
would spend each afternoon talking with one another. After
Bruno’s sudden passing we put
Digger in with the girls to help
with their grief and they are now a
very happy threesome. Animals
grieve as humans do. So many
“poo poo” that claim but we have
seen it first hand for many, many
years. I know for a fact those
that had friendships here on Earth
are reunited with their other animal friends at Rainbow Bridge.
Animals are sentient beings and
we are all connected, all one for
all eternity. Animals are here to
be our ambassadors of life: to
walk beside us, watch over us and
teach us compassion… and patience. I have learned more from
the animal world than I ever have
in the human world. The gift of
the love of an animal is priceless
and I look forward to the day we
can be reunited with all our beloved 4 legged friends we’ve lost
along the way.
In Memory of Snickers:
The afternoon of June 17th, Snickers was out sunning herself as she
did on each nice warm day. She
passed quietly in her sleep in her
favorite place to lie. Snickers was
the last of the remaining group of
lions we took in in 1997. She was
approx. 22 years old. Sixteen to
nineteen years of age is the usual
lifespan of a lion, but even Festus
was pushing 25 years. The beautiful sounds of roaring are truly
missed. When we had 10 lions in
the big main pen you could not

hear a person talk until the roaring
stopped, they were that loud.
Years of the chorus of roars, now
silenced, fills our hearts with sadness. Snickers would roar her
heart out as if all passed on were
right there beside her. I will miss
her cuddling with her big stuffed
animals, her soulful eyes and love
of chicken and turkey. All those
cats are together again, roaring to
their hearts’ content, in chorus
with the angels. Together again…
those thoughts keep playing in my
head. They suffered horribly before being rescued and they found
peace and love at the Sanctuary.
It is impossible to count all the
hearts those lions touched
throughout the years. We know
for a fact all those lives have been
changed because of them. Whenever we laid one to rest the remaining lions would listen to the
ceremony and after each closing
would roar their hearts out. It
would give us all goosebumps as
the roars were sending their 4legged loved one home. They are
all missed and will continue to be
missed until the day we step out
of this world and are greeted by
all we cherished and loved
through the years. Rest in peace
sweet Snickers, you were one of
the best. Snickers was sponsored
by Revel Miller and co-sponsored
by Mary Kay Miekina.

Photos in this issue of The
Pug Mark were taken by two
of our wonderful volunteers:
Susan Reinholtz and Jessica
Lamb.
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What we Do and Don't do
We do educate the public about animal abuse and bring awareness to public schools, university's and special groups.
We do feed our animals 365 days a year, we do not believe in fasting them.
We do educational programs with videos and educational materials.
We do not believe in taking any of our animals to programs or fund raisers.
We do not sell our mailing list or share it with other organizations.
We do not believe in professional fundraisers. They take 90% to 98% of funds raised from organizations.
We do believe in raising funds the traditional way, through members’ help and local fundraising events.
Unfortunately we do not receive any State or Federal funding. The Sanctuary is funded 100%
through tax deductible donations from our dedicated members.

Yes

I want to give a VOTK membership to a very
special friend. I am enclosing $ _____ for:

_____ 6-month Membership(s) @ $75 each
_____ 6-month Family Membership(s) $100
_____ 1-year Membership(s) @ $150 each
_____ 1-year Family Membership(s) $200
_____ 6-month Senior Membership(s) @ $37.50 each
_____ 1-year Senior Membership(s) @ $75 each
Please send a gift card to announce my gift.
Gift to:

Gift from:

Name: _______________________________

Name: _______________________________

Address: _____________________________

Address: _____________________________

City/State/Zip: ________________________

City/State/Zip: ________________________

Please mail this form, along with your check, to:
VALLEY OF THE KINGS SANCTUARY W7593 Townhall Road Sharon, WI 53585-9728
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Sanctuary Visiting Hours:
Saturdays and Sundays 1:30 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Workdays are every Saturday from 10:30 a.m. till 5:00 p.m. If you want to help
make a difference in the lives of the animals, please consider joining our Construction Crew. For information regarding construction projects or general volunteering opportunities, please contact Derek at beckerd73@yahoo.com
Sanctuary is closed on holidays. We are not open to the public.
Members must have valid membership card.
(Sorry, we cannot accept new memberships at the gate.)
Please note: There is a charge of $10 per person each time you visit with more than one guest.
Additional single visit passes may be obtained by mail order only!

We’re on the web!
www.votk.org

VALLEY OF THE KINGS SANCTUARY
& RETREAT
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
W7593 Townhall Road
Sharon, Wisconsin 53585-9728

Permit #50
Sharon, WI

Phone: 262-736-9386
Email: info@votk.org

Dedicated to the rescue and refuge of abused,
abandoned, injured and retired exotic animals.
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