
T he beginning of 
January we saw the 
warmest tempera-

tures ever recorded for our 
area.  I spoke too soon about a 
mild winter in the last newslet-
ter as we were hit hard with -
30° wind chills at the beginning 
of February.  Freezing pipes, 
equipment and volunteers 
made for a very unpleasant two 
weeks.  Keeping animals warm 
and working outdoors in the 
harsh elements the volunteers 
and the animals came 
through with flying col-
ors.  We are very 
blessed to have such 
dedicated individuals 
who love the animals 
as we do. Soon, Spring will be 
upon us with melting snow, a 
mix of rain, snow and tem-
perature changes. The 
change of seasons may bring 
strong storms and the need for 
extra volunteers to clean the 
grounds. The lower Cemetery 
is being restored to a natural 
setting and we look forward to 
its beauty all summer and 
fall.  This summer we will have 
planned campfires and fun 
days so please write these dates 
down on your calendar and 
plan to have a great time.  
 
The two huge trees that have 
stood guard at the house for 
well over a hundred years were 
taken down by a local tree sur-
geon in February.  Through the 
years they have shed many big 
branches and in the last 12 to 

15 years have been slowly dy-
ing.  Last summer one branch 
produced leaves on both trees 
and their demise was evi-
dent.  They hovered precari-
ously over Obie and Togar's 
enclosure and we have been 
worried a spring storm would 
cause serious damage.  The tree 
closest to Obie was rotten at 
the bottom.  Our decision to 
remove them was voiced as a 
good one by the tree sur-
geon.  We are in the process of 

removing other smaller 
dead trees throughout 
the Sanctuary.  We will 
miss those big trees 
that have watched over 
the animals these past 

36 years.  They were the 
first thing I loved about 
the farm the first time I 

saw them.  There is an 
old saying "For I shall 

walk between Two trees and 
know that I am home."  The 
removal of the trees represents 
change to me and 2007 will be 
year of many changes for the 
Sanctuary.        
 
Nadia, one of our wolf hybrids, 
had to have an emergency spay 
February 21st. She had an in-
fection in her uterus and sur-
gery was necessary to save her 
life.  Nadia was the last hybrid 
left to spay and animals sched-
uled for surgery were post-
poned due to Jim's illness.  She 
came through like a trooper 
but unfortunately it was dis-

(Continued on page 2) 
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covered through blood work 
that she is in end stage renal 
(kidney) failure.  Nadia can no 
longer have meat of any kind 
and is now on a very re-
stricted, special diet of KD 
prescription dry and KD 
canned dog food.  She can 
have pasta, noodles, bread 
and butter.  This special diet 
will buy her more time but 
how much is unknown.  At 
this writing she is in the house 
next to Charlie the black leop-
ard and neither is very 
happy!  Soon Nadia will be 
back with Balta and her feisty 
self 
 
Jim Update 
Jim had his surgery on Janu-
ary 11th and all went well. 
Ten days later his incision re-
vealed infection, so his Doc-
tor opened it to drain and 
close on its own.  A nursing 
assistant comes each day to 
repack it and everything is 
finally coming to a close for 
our seven month ordeal. We 
want to thank everyone for all 
your thoughts and prayers. I 
truly believe there is tremen-
dous power in prayer and it 
has seen us through these dif-
ficult months!  Jim should 
have died four times and we 
are blessed he came through 
with all he has endured. It will 
take him some time to come 
back but he is in weekly ther-
apy and is doing very well. 

(Continued from page 1) 

The printing of this newsletter 
was donated by the good folks at 

Vance Printing 
Beloit, Wisconsin 

608-362-2049 
In loving memory of  

Dennis Vance 

Wanted:  
donation of items to 
sell in our gift shed 
—   t-shirts, prints, 
anything cat-, wolf- 
or bear-related. 

Did you know?                            
A little known law will allow 
the transfer of up to $100,000 
to a qualified charity from an 
IRA, tax-free, if someone is 70 
1/2 years of age or older.  The 
transfer will count toward the 
required minimum distribution 
from the IRA.  The law signed 
by President Bush on August 
17th is called the Pension Pro-
tection Act of 2006.  You can 
find a summary on the Web 
site of Congress's joint Com-
mittee on Taxation 
(www.house.gov/jct).  Click 
on the eagle (where it says: 
"Click Here To Continue").  
Then click on JCT Publica-
tions 2006," and look for Pub-
lication JCX-38-06, dated Au-
gust 3,2006, in the online ver-
sion, see the section starting 
on page 263.  This provision 
applies to 
transfers of as 
much as 
$100,000 a year 
only during 
2006 and 2007.  
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Donate your used vehicles 
We are looking for two and four wheel drive trucks, dump 
trucks, trailers (Gooseneck or pull behind), cars, boats, camp-
ers, all terrain vehicles, farm and lawn tractors any size to be 

donated to the Sanctuary to use or 
raise funds to help the animals.  If 
we receive enough vehicles, we will 
have an auction day.  All vehicles 
donated are tax deductible to the 
fullest extent.  We ask that they be 
in good shape and road worthy.  

Any make, model or year.  We have volunteers that can pick 
them up.  Please ask your friends, family and relatives; this 
fundraising idea has a huge potential.   
Contact Mary Bashford at 773-631-3142 or the Sanctuary at 
262-736-9386.                           

A re you looking for a way to help the sanctuary financially, 
but don’t know how? VOTK now accepts PayPal!  

PayPal is a secure internet-based way to send and receive money. All 
you need is an email address and a credit card. Anyone can use PayPal 
to buy gift shop items, buy or renew memberships, or donate money 
to the sanctuary. 
To use PayPal, simply log onto www.paypal.com. You will have to 
set up your own personal PayPal account (it’s free), then click on “send 
money”. Enter our email address info@votk.org for general contribu-
tions to VOTK or to donate to our  special moving and construc-
tion fund. Enter the amount you wish to send. You can pay either 
with a credit card or checking account. 
The sanctuary will then get an email, informing 
them of your donation. It’s a quick and easy way 
to make a difference to the sanctuary, even if 
you can’t make it up to see us every weekend!! 
If you write us a check for a donation, 
please note on the check whether it is for 
our moving fund or for general fund. 

HELP US TO GIVE THE ANIMALS ALL THEY 
DESERVE AND MORE BY CREATING A SAFE 
HAVEN AND TRUE SANCTUARY FOR ALL 
ETERNITY. 

The Sanctuary can now ac-
cept Visa, MasterCard and 
American Express.  We take 
major credit cards at the 
gift shop, over the phone 
for donations or member-
ship, and at all fund raisers.  
We are thrilled this service 
is now available to our 
members and prospective 
members.  
 

□ Master Card 

□ Visa 

□ American Express 

□ Discover  
 
Card Number:  

□□□□ □□□□ 
□□□□ □□□□ 
 
___________________ 
Expiration Date 
 
________________________ 
Signature 
 
________________________ 
Name (printed) 
 
________________________ 
Address 
 
________________________ 
City/State/Zip 
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In Memory of Eunice Bor-
man a long time member of 
VOTK and a dedicated animal 
lover.                                        
              In Memory of Arlen 
Strehlow who died suddenly 
after surgery January 13th.  
Arlen's passions in life were 
the love of his life, Jayne, and 
Harley-Davidsons.  He trav-
eled the entire U.S. on his 
Harley and starred on the 
travel Chan-
nel in a 
Route 66 
segment.  
He wore a 
huge set of 
cattle horns 
on his hel-
met and was 
known as 
the "Guy 
with the 
horns". He is featured on a 
personal web site; 
www.theguywiththehorns.com.
  Arlen will be missed; he loved 
rides for charities and was in-
volved with many, including 
VOTK.  He was a lifetime 
member of the Milwaukee 

Harley Chapter and many 
other chapters in the U.S. and 
overseas. He was also a road 
Captain.  His helmet with 
horns and his vest have been 
donated by Jayne to the Harley 
Museum in Milwaukee for fu-
ture generations to enjoy.  
Arlen was well known to all 
and his memory will live on 
forever as part of Milwaukee's 
History.  We will miss his 

sense of 
humor, his 
zest for 
life and his 
love for 
Jayne.  
Arlen was 
a very spe-
cial Spirit 
and lit up 
any room 
with his 

presence.  Now at night you 
can see him in the stars shining 
light over all the world along 
with all our loved ones gone.  
God Bless you big guy!            
       
All your friends at V.O.T.K.   

In  M em ory of . . .

Arlen, The Guy With the Horns 

"Drop a pebble in a pond and 
watch the ripples grow."   

Anonymous 

Special needs for 
the Sanctuary. 
We are in need of a newer, low 
mileage rescue van.  We have 
needed to upgrade our old van 
for a long time as it has well over 
100,000 miles.  It is extremely 
important we have a dependable 
vehicle as our worst nightmare is 
breaking down with a large cat 
enroute to our veterinarian 
(which has happened) or break-
ing down on a long distance res-
cue.  Please check with local car 
dealers to see if they might be 
interested in donating a 3/4 ton 
van with low mileage. We are in 
need of PhotoShop software.  
We want to create a yearbook, do 
note cards, photos of the animals 
and cannot achieve what we need 
to do without this wonderful pro-
gram. The Sanctuary is in need of 
a grain truck or dump truck to 
haul bones and debris to the 
landfill each week.  Our wonder-
ful neighbor, Ron Sorenson, has 
been keeping both of our 70's 
models going and every  week 
one or the other  breaks down.  It 
has been extremely frustrating 
and our prayers are for a grain or 
dump truck with low miles.  The 
grain truck would suit our needs 
better but either would really be a 
blessing.  It must have a truck 
tarp and a clean dump box 10 
yards or larger.    



Emergency Transport Van needed  
 

The Sanctuary is in need of a newer or new cargo van, one 
ton for emergency transport of animals to and from our 
Veterinarians.  Must be dependable with low miles.  Being 
stuck in the middle of nowhere with a tiger on board is 
not something we wish to experience, so it must be ex-
tremely dependable!  The van we now have is old, needs 
to be retired and has in excess of 100,000 miles on it.  
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Membership 
Changes                                
                            
Starting June 1st, 2007 there will 
be a few changes at VOTK.  Un-
fortunately, we have had some 
members abuse membership privi-
leges. All the membership sched-
ules will remain the same except 
for a few changes in visitation 
privileges.  Our individual mem-
berships are as follows: $60 for six 
months or $120 per year. You are 
allowed to bring one guest.  There 
will be a charge of $10 per person 
each time you visit with more than 
one guest. A family membership is 
$75 for 6 months, or $150 per 
year. This includes your children 
and immediate family that live 

within the same household.  You 
are allowed to bring 2 guests with 
your family each time you visit. 
Senior Memberships (age 60) are 
1/2 off regular memberships:  $30 
for 6 months, $60 for one year 
and you may bring immediate 
family, or 1 friend as a guest. All 
members bringing in more than 
the allowed visitors or large 
groups must make prior arrange-
ments, with a two-week notice so 
we can make arrangements to 
have enough volunteers on hand 
to provide a great tour.  There will 
be a charge of $10 per person; 
children age 12 and under and 
Seniors over 60 are free in large 
groups. We do not allow contact 
or up close and personal interac-
tion with any of the Big Cats.  We 

are asking everyone to respect 
your tour guide and follow the 
rules or your membership may be 
revoked. You may be asked for 
identification at the front gate to 
make sure you are the correct 
membership card holder.   Mem-
bers have loaned cards to friends 
and this is not permitted.  Please 
do not take offense if you are 
asked for identification. It is for 
your protection as well as the ani-
mals. You may purchase day 
passes for your guests in advance; 
this will save time at the gate. 
They are available only through 
the mail so send in your request 
with the correct amount to the 
Sanctuary and the passes will be 
mailed the next day.  

Did you know what the  
Sanctuary does NOT do? 
We do NOT exploit any of our animals. If we do 
educational programs, we take a video and materials. 
Our animals do NOT come along.  We do NOT 
breed the big cats; all are fixed or paired with spayed 
or neutered mates. We do NOT believe in the tak-
ing of any body part or taxidermy.  All are buried in 
our cemeteries with candlelight services to be un-
touched for all eternity. NO Board Member or Di-
rector ever takes a salary from the Sanctuary.  We do 
NOT use Professional Fundraisers. We do NOT 
release or distribute any members’ addresses to any 
other organization or share mailing lists. We do 

NOT come from our heads, only our hearts.  We do 
NOT run the Sanctuary like a Business and never 
will. It is a very personal Spiritual experience for 
each and every member and is fueled by the higher 
realms. The Sanctuary is about Faith, NOT greed.  

We do NOT receive any State or Federal funding of 
any kind. We do NOT allow the general public to 
visit the Sanctuary but only the most dedicated ani-
mal lovers through membership, who can fully ap-
preciate and further our cause. We do NOT dis-
criminate against any animal that needs a safe haven:  
large and small cats, any other exotics, hoofed stock 
or feathered friends. If we have room, we do NOT 
turn any animal in need away.    
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Stories From Jill 

A nimals give us comfort, 
strength and an all know-
ing peace of mind. They 

lower blood pressure and it has 
been scientifically proven that 
humans live longer with beloved 
animals by their side. In the early 
70's, during my 1st marriage, we 
lived with my Mother-in-law and 
her 89 year-old mother for a short 
time. I loved Grandma and spent 
a lot of time with this very pre-
cious lady. She once had a full 
active life and as her life contin-
ued to slow, I felt her slipping 
away as we took our daily walks.  I 
prayed for something to happen 
that would restore laughter and a 
reason to live in this  woman even 
though I knew in my heart her 
time would soon come.  I wanted 
her final days to be content; to see 
her smile, be filled with laughter 
and to tell me more of her won-
derful stories from the past.  

One morning I looked 
out the back win-
dow of the 
house and saw 
bushes rustle in 
the field. I quietly opened 
the door with treats in hand, to 
wait and see what little creature 
was headed my way.  A daily ritual 
was putting out offerings for wild-
life. I thought it probably was one 
of my regular wildlife friends. I 
was shocked and amazed to see a 
beautiful red fox slowly and care-
fully step out from the protected 
environment of thick brush onto 
the lawn.  Then I stood in amaze-
ment and disbelief as a little black 
dog came up from behind him. 
The two traveling companions 
appeared to have been together 
for quite some time. Dropping to 

my knees, I called softly to the 
little dog and they both came 
within several feet of me. The 
little dog gave the nervous fox a 
few licks on his neck to say thanks 
and trotted to my waiting arms. 
The fox then went back to the 
edge of the brush and waited. I 
could feel a strong sense of loss as 
he parted with his friend. Thank-
ing the fox, I put meat scraps 
down for his bravery and took the 
little dog into the house. We both 
watched the fox joyfully gobble 
up his treats and then disappear 
from where he came, never to be 
seen again.   

In examining the little dog, I real-
ized he was very old, a purebred 
poodle and in need of serious 
tooth extractions. His muzzle was 
a silver frost from old age and 
both eyes had cataracts. This poor 
little dog was very thin 

and had not been 
groomed in 

months, as his fur 
was one solid mat 

and his nails left 
untrimmed for 

sometime.  I groomed 
dogs professionally back then and 
clipped and bathed him into a 
new animal. The little dog was so 
proud of his new look he pranced 
all around when I set him down.  

I made calls to the local Humane 
society and Sheriff department to 
report my find just on the slim 
chance someone was missing this 
little lost soul but thankfully he 
was never claimed. Grandma had 
been taking a nap when all the 
commotion took place so when I 
finished grooming our new addi-
tion I took him upstairs and set 
him on Grandma's bed.  

There wasn't room for her smile, 
the dog and me in the same room 
as he leapt into her arms. She was 
so overwhelmed in instant love 
that the moment has stayed with 
me all these years. She named him 
"Stray" which means "Old Man" 
in Ukrainian and it fit him.  

Grandma and her beloved com-
panion were always together. Her 
feisty zest for life and laughter 
suddenly appeared and the two 
were inseparable. It was so cute to 
see the two walk slowly side by 
side down the driveway each day 
to get the mail. Each night I lifted 
Stray and gently put him on the 
bed with her and whenever you 
peeked in on them, both were fast 
asleep with Stray nestled next to 
Grandma.  

Grandma lived another four years 
after I found Stray and died in 
peaceful sleep one night.  That 
was a hard day for me and more 
so for her constant little compan-
ion who grieved and refused 
eat. Stray followed in death a few 
days later, dying in his sleep from 
a broken heart. Stray had been the 
answer to my prayers, a little bit 
of heaven sent to grant a sweet 
elderly lady so much happiness in 
her final days and now together 
forever and always.  

The fox knew the little dog would 
not have survived or been able to 
find his way without intervention 
and God only knows how far and 
long the two traveled. I always fed 
the wildlife and the fox knew our 
back yard was a safe haven, going 
against all his wild instincts to 
help his lost friend. I still marvel 

(Continued on page 7) 



MARCH/APRIL 2007  Page 7 

at that day and know that Divine 
intervention came into play. I 
have had enough strange events in 
my life to know there are no coin-
cidences in life; it's all part of the 
plan.   

Millions of elderly animals are 
euthanized at humane societies 
throughout the country each year. 
These outcasts have devoted their 
entire lives to humans and yet 
backs are turned against them in 

their Senior years.  Many want to 
adopt a puppy, something full of 
life, and yet old animals are still 
full of life and live for love to 
shine on them in senior years as 
well. It is a tragic thing when you 
are a living breathing creature and 
discarded like yesterday’s news 
regardless of what kind of animal.  

Please visit your local shelter and 
adopt rather than buy from a 
breeder. Look into the eyes of the 
older animals that are usually 

overlooked for puppies and don't 
pass them by.  You may be look-
ing at the greatest gift of all right 
before your eyes.   

It has been 33 years and I still 
miss Grandma and Stray today. 
God Bless the two wherever they 
are today!  Both were a blessing 
and a huge inspiration in my life. 
Stray gave me the spark to rescue 
animals the remainder of my life 
and bring forth what the Sanctu-
ary represents today.  

(Continued from page 6) 

Yes   I want to give a VOTK membership to a very special 
friend. 

   
I am enclosing $ _____ for: 

 _____ 6-month Membership(s) @ $60 each 

 _____ 6-month Family Membership(s) $75 

 _____ 1-year Membership(s) @ $120 each 

 _____ 1-year Family Membership(s) $150 

 _____ 6-month Senior Membership(s) @ $30 each 

 _____ 1-year Senior Membership(s) @ $60 each 

 _____ Please send a gift card to announce my gift. 

Please mail this form, along with your check, to: 
VALLEY OF THE KINGS SANCTUARY  W7593 Townhall Road  Sharon, WI 53585-9728 

Valley of the Kings Sanctuary 

Gift to: 

Name: _______________________________ 

 

Address: _____________________________ 

 

City/State/Zip: ________________________ 

Gift from: 

Name: _______________________________ 

 

Address: _____________________________ 

 

City/State/Zip: ________________________ 

Note: Beginning May 2007 there will be a charge of $10 per person each time you visit with more 
than one guest.  Additional single visit passes may be obtained by mail order only! 



We’re on the web! 
www.votk.org 

Sanctuary Visiting Hours:  
Saturdays and Sundays 1:30 p.m. to sunset 

 
Tours at 2:00 and 4:00 Saturdays and Sundays only. Workdays are every 
Saturday from 10:30 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. If you want to help make a dif-
ference in the lives of the animals, please consider joining our Construc-
tion Crew. For information regarding construction projects or general 
volunteering opportunities, please contact the Sanctuary at 262-736-9386 
 

Sanctuary is closed on holidays. We are not open to the public. 
Members must have  valid membership card. 

(Sorry, we cannot accept new memberships at the gate.) 

W7593 Townhall Road 
Sharon, Wisconsin 53585-9728 

 
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

VALLEY OF THE KINGS SANCTUARY 
& RETREAT  

Phone: 262-736-9386 
Fax: 262-736-2020 
Email: info@votk.org 

Dedicated to the rescue and refuge of abused, 
abandoned, injured and retired exotic animals. 
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