
W ishing everyone a 
Blessed Holiday 
season and New 

2007 to come.  This year of 2006 
has been a tremendous year of 
change in just about everyone’s 
lives we know, for both good and 
bad.  The Universe is testing 
many and will continue to do so 
throughout the coming year. 
There is tremendous power in 
prayer and we must pray for our 
planet, for 
world peace 
and for those 
we love, each 
and every 
day.  It is vital 
to all world 
wide, as this 
is the only 
planet we can 
ever call home.  The Sanctuary 
has many new volunteers who 
have come to work with us over 
the past six months, while those 
burned out on the hard work have 
slowly disappeared from the ranks 
throughout the year.  The new 
volunteers are a blessing by giving 
us renewed energy and faith in 
our life's work of saving and being 
a voice for those who have none. 
Our group is far more compas-
sionate and dedicated than ever 
before; the volunteers set their 
comforts aside so the animals can 
be catered to in every way. When 
visiting the Sanctuary, please go 
out of your way to meet those 
who care for the animals daily, 
these special individuals have re-
stored our faith in knowing all the 
endless work is very important 
and will continue right up to the 
day we die. Please thank them for 
their help.  It's all about the ani-

mals, always has been, always will 
be.  Bless each 
and every one 
and Thank you 
for all you do to 
help the animals 
throughout the 
year.  Without 

dedicated 
members and 
volunteers, 
the Sanctuary 

would cease to exist.  We re-
ceive absolutely no State or 
Federal funding whatsoever.  It 
is through your generous dona-
tions that are sent each month 
or yearly that allow us to con-
tinue our work. 

Love and Xtra Big Holiday 
Hugs, 
Jill, Jim and Animal Friends 

 

Jim Update 

                        
Jim had brain surgery November 
16th and everything went very 
well. We will not know for ap-
proximately 3 to 6 months if all of 
his vision will come back.  We 
were surprised at his rate of re-
covery. His next surgery will be 
very soon. This is just as serious 
and he will be in intensive care for 
at least ten days. After his recov-
ery and rehabilitation, we will fi-
nally be able to come home. That 
should be sometime in February if 
all goes text book well. Please 
continue your thoughts and 
prayers for Jim; he still has a long 

(Continued on page 2) 
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rocky road to travel.  Many have 
asked if they can help with ex-
penses we have incurred these 
past five months. If you would 
like to send funds to help, please 
make checks out to Jim or 
Jill.  Anything sent to help Jim is 
not tax deductible and all checks 
made out to VOTK always go 
only to help the animals.  God 
bless each and everyone who has 
kept Jim in their hearts, all your 
prayers were answered and we 
are ever so very grateful!   

(Continued from page 1) 

Have you ever wished you 
could take home the lions’ roar? 

 

Now you can! 
 
Recently re-issued in limited quan-
tity by popular demand … 

 
Togar's Dream 

 
an ambient soundscape featuring 
live field recordings of the sanctu-
ary combined with keyboard 
washes and samples 
recorded, composed and compiled 
by long-time volunteer Chris Block 
and  featuring brand new cover 
art! 
 
Get ‘em while they last! 

 

To get yours, send $12 (includes 
$2 S/H) to: 
VOTK Togar’s Dream CD 
W7593 Townhall Road  Sharon, 
WI 53585-9728 

(please make check payable to 
Valley of the Kings Sanctuary) 

Sanctuary  
Update, continued 

In Memory of "OZ", beloved 
horse of Julie Bugos 

           
In Memory of Dorothy Heus, 
Mother of member Su Heus. 
Dorothy always had room in her 
heart for friends, both two-legged 
and four-legged.  She was much 
loved and will be dearly missed. 

         
In Memory of Ruth Piotter who 
cared for animals from birds and 
squirrels to cats and dogs.  Ruth 
was 86 years old. 

In  M em o ry  o f . . .
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Donate your used vehicles 
We are looking for two and four wheel drive trucks, dump 
trucks, trailers (Gooseneck or pull behind), cars, boats, camp-
ers, all terrain vehicles, farm and lawn tractors any size to be 

donated to the Sanctuary to use or 
raise funds to help the animals.  If 
we receive enough vehicles, we will 
have an auction day.  All vehicles 
donated are tax deductible to the 
fullest extent.  We ask that they be 
in good shape and road worthy.  

Any make, model or year.  We have volunteers that can pick 
them up.  Please ask your friends, family and relatives; this 
fundraising idea has a huge potential.   
Contact Mary Bashford at 773-631-3142 or the Sanctuary at 
262-736-9386.                           

A re you looking for a way to help the sanctuary financially, 
but don’t know how? VOTK now accepts PayPal!  

PayPal is a secure internet-based way to send and receive money. All 
you need is an email address and a credit card. Anyone can use PayPal 
to buy gift shop items, buy or renew memberships, or donate money 
to the sanctuary. 
To use PayPal, simply log onto www.paypal.com. You will have to 
set up your own personal PayPal account (it’s free), then click on “send 
money”. Enter our email address info@votk.org for general contribu-
tions to VOTK or to donate to our  special moving and construc-
tion fund. Enter the amount you wish to send. You can pay either 
with a credit card or checking account. 
The sanctuary will then get an email, informing 
them of your donation. It’s a quick and easy way 
to make a difference to the sanctuary, even if 
you can’t make it up to see us every weekend!! 
If you write us a check for a donation, 
please note on the check whether it is for 
our moving fund or for general fund. 

HELP US TO GIVE THE ANIMALS ALL THEY 
DESERVE AND MORE BY CREATING A SAFE 
HAVEN AND TRUE SANCTUARY FOR ALL 
ETERNITY. 

The Sanctuary can now ac-
cept Visa, MasterCard and 
American Express.  We take 
major credit cards at the 
gift shop, over the phone 
for donations or member-
ship, and at all fund raisers.  
We are thrilled this service 
is now available to our 
members and prospective 
members.  
 

□ Master Card 

□ Visa 

□ American Express 

□ Discover  
 
Card Number:  

□□□□ □□□□ 
□□□□ □□□□ 
 
________________________ 
Expiration Date 
 
 
________________________ 
Signature 
 
________________________ 
Name (printed) 
 
________________________ 
Address 
 
________________________ 
City/State/Zip 



Wanted:  
donation of items to 
sell in our gift shed 
—   t-shirts, prints, 
anything cat-, wolf- 
or bear-related. 
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2007 VOTK Calendars Are Here! 
The 2007 VOTK calendars are now available. Get your orders in now, while we still have some! 
You can purchase them from the VOTK gift shop for $20. Or send a check for $20 for each calen-

dar  (plus $4 for shipping/handling for the 1st calendar + $1 for 
each additional calendar) to the Sanctuary.  

Preview available at 
http://www.spokalendargirls.com/projects.html 
 
Remember — each calendar you purchase helps  
the animals.  

When visiting the Sanctuary, please re-
member to dress for the elements! Every-
thing is outside to see and we have no 

place to warm up.  
Layered clothing extra 
pair of socks, toe 
warmers, winter jack-
ets, boots and mittens 
are necessities. 



The printing of this  

newsletter was  

donated by the  

good folks at 

 

Vance Printing 
Beloit, Wisconsin 

608-362-2049 
In loving memory of  

Dennis Vance 

We are once again in need of blankets, blankets and 
more blankets.  Many of the animals are very appre-
ciative of fresh fluffy blankets for their dens and 
houses.  They insulate and keep them warm and 
snuggly.  It would be impos-
sible for us to get through 
the winter without dona-
tions of these much needed 
blankets.  We don’t need any 
more towels, sheets or 
washcloths, just blankets. 
Thanks!  

Items Needed for Winter 

Christmas Shopping done? This year, give a gift that will last the whole year 
through — a VOTK membership 

Yes   I want to give a VOTK membership to a very  

special friend.  I am enclosing $ _____ for: 

 

 _____ 6-month Membership(s) @ $60 each 

 _____ 6-month Family Membership(s) $75 

 _____ 1-year Membership(s) @ $120 each 

 _____ 1-year Family Membership(s) $150 

Gift from: 

 

Name: _______________________________ 

 

Address: _____________________________ 

 

City/State/Zip: ________________________ 

Please mail this form, along with your check, to: 

VALLEY OF THE KINGS SANCTUARY  W7593 Townhall Road  Sharon, WI 53585-9728 

Gift to: 

 

Name: _______________________________ 

 

Address: _____________________________ 

 

City/State/Zip: ________________________ 
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M any unexplained 
events have 
happened at 

times during my life and I have 
never questioned them, for it is all 
about universal timing and being 
a conduit or pathway to helping 
others. These gifts have come 
throughout my entire lifetime and 
I hope you will enjoy them as I 
write about these experiences at 
times in newsletters giving you an 
insight of how animals bring us 
messages and help anyone tap 
into a world we can not see that is 
all around us each and everyday. 
If you choose to ignore events 
before you then the lesson or 
message will be lost forever. I 
have always lived my life from the 
Spirit side, following my heart 
and not my head. This is how one 
should live, not forward, not be-
hind, but in each and every new 
moment, with every breath and 
making a difference in this world. 
One person can make a huge dif-
ference and you can be that very 
person. All you have to do is ask 
the Universe for a sign and it will 
be shown to you through a chain 
of events that you will easily be 
able to understand. 

Message from an old wolf 
and a Hawk  

Many years ago we had a beauti-
ful black and silver male wolf hy-
brid.  Cain was a sight to behold, 
his size was that of a small pony 
and his eyes were the most beau-
tiful, brilliant shade of gold I have 
ever seen.  When in Cain's pres-
ence he left us all in awe, for his 
kindness toward humans was re-
markable and you couldn't help 
but fall in love with his special 

spirit. Cain was owned by a truck 
driver who treated him well and 
raised him from a pup.  He had 
Cain for many years and the two 
spent every spare second to-
gether.  Sadly, Cain's owner was 
crippled in a truck accident and 
he could no longer care for 
him.  He thought at the time he 
had made the best choice for a 
new home but it had disastrous 
results. Cain was put in a tiny 
barn with no light, housed in filth 
and fed poor quality food. His 
once brilliant gold eyes were filled 
with sadness, his magnificent coat 
matted with feces stain and ribs 
protruding. Cain lived in a 
cramped area of 8 by 6 feet, on 
cement, no board, straw or hay to 
protect him from the cold floor 
in the winter, fall or spring 
months and he endured this fate 
for several years before his old 
owner was well enough to travel 
and visit his beloved old friend. 
When he saw the state Cain was 
in, he broke down and sobbed. 
He couldn't believe he was re-
sponsible for his beloved wolf's 
fate. Cain remembered the good 
days with the man he loved and 
was so happy to 
see him, with lots 
of licks and telling 
him it was OK. A 
few phone calls 
and days later Cain 
came to us. His 
owner had found 
out about us from 
our Veterinarian 
and made arrange-
ments to have 
Cain removed and 
placed in our custody immedi-
ately. Cain knew he was being 

rescued when he saw our trans-
port crate and could barely con-
tain himself as we wheeled it to 
him. His message was loud and 
clear of how grateful be was to be 
taken away from his horrible en-
vironment. Cain settled in rapidly, 
his coat regained beauty and lus-
ter, his golden eyes now danced 
when he saw us and his passion 
and zest for life restored. His old 
owner was able to visit and sit 
with him regularly and was grate-
ful for us being able to intervene 
and rescue his best friend. Cain 
lived many years with us. At that 
time, we had a Native American 
friend Rick who lives in Canada. 
Rick is an incredible artist and 
when traveling to the States for 
art needs, would visit us, stay a 
few weeks and then head home 
to Canada. Rick loved Cain and 
would spend most of his time 
sitting with him. They loved to 
play games of hide and seek and 
Cain always knew a day or two 
before Rick had to go. He would 
always act different and would 
become very needy as if begging 
him not to go. As Cain aged, his 
movement slowed and arthritis 

(Continued on page 7) 

Stories from Jill 
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supplements and medications 
kept him comfortable. Rick came 
to spend more time with Cain as 
did his old owner and the old wolf 
relished in their visits. He hid his 
problems as best he could, his 
elderly wisdom letting them see 
only the young puppy side inside 
of him. One night as we did our 
evening rounds, Cain's enclosure 
was the last one to check. It was 
almost a full moon and all the 
other hybrids were howling up a 
storm. Cain lay quietly outside his 
den and try as he might to howl, 
no voice came from him. Rick 
howled to help him out and Cain 
looked like he was howling, but 
again no sound came as he arched 
his neck and grayed muzzle to-
ward the starlit sky.  He came 
over to get a treat and ate it ever 
so slowly then went and lay down 
in the same spot. We told Rick we 
would be getting up early the next 
morning to take Cain to Dr. Ru-
dawski's to see if he could help 
him.  The following morning at 
7:30 AM, sadly, we found that 
Cain had died quietly in his 
sleep.  We loaded him in the back 
of our van and took him to Dr 
Rudawski's to find out why he 
died so suddenly and if we could 
have prevented his death in some 

way.  Rick came with us and 
was beside himself with 
grief.  He lay with Cain in 
the back of the van, sprin-
kled tobacco as an offering 
over Cain's body for his 
spiritual journey home and 
sobbed, hugging him the 
entire trip down. When we 
arrived, Dr Rudawski said to 
me, "Jill, I found a one 
legged hawk on my way to 
work this morning, can you 
take it to a rehab for me to 
see if they can save it?".  I 
said "sure" as Jim and Rick 

brought Cain into the surgery 
room for the post mortem.  We 
were surprised Rick stayed to 
watch and when he found out 
about the hawk he drew very 
quiet. Dr Rudawski discovered 
Cain had liver cancer. He slowly 
bled out internally during the 
night which explained why he 
didn't have strength to howl with 
the others. There was nothing 
anyone could have done to pre-
vent his death, it was his time and 
he went very peacefully.  Rick was 
silent during the entire trip home, 
as he watched the Hawk on his 
lap and quietly stroking its back.  I 
asked him if he was okay and 
what it was he was thinking 
about.  After a moment of pause 
and collecting his thoughts of all 
that just happened he said, "A few 
years back while riding a train and 
attempting to change cars my dad 
fell off and lost one of his legs in 
a drunken stupor. A few years 
after that accident he died of liver 
cancer".  I told Rick the hawk and 
the old wolf's death were a mes-
sage for him from his father on 
the other side. He sadly acknowl-
edged my reply, for you see Rick's 
father was an alcoholic as was 
Rick and the message from the 
old wolf and the hawk were very 

simple yet as powerful as a mes-
sage can possibly be.  If Rick 
stayed on his current path, his 
alcohol addiction would kill him 
as it had done to his father. Rick 
changed, got help and stayed so-
ber, he continues to do his beauti-
ful artwork and we are so thankful 
he took the animals’ messages to 
heart and listened. The hawk, 
sadly, had to be euthanised and 
was not rehabable. Rick's 12 year 
old son carved and painted a 
marker for an old wolf's grave 
that day while we were gone and 
we had a beautiful candle lit Na-
tive American Ceremony that eve-
ning with volunteers and Native 
friends.  One, who's name is 
"Medicine Bear", sang Native 
songs for Cain's Journey home. It 
was a ceremony worthy of any 
animal or human on this planet 
and one we will never for-
get.  How all our hearts were 
touched that day by the message 
from two very special spirits that 
were sent to help a human friend 
in need; an old wolf and hawk and 
were both needed for their power-
ful message to be heard.  We still 
keep in touch with Rick and his 
family. All is well with our Native 
American friend who listened 
with his heart and still remembers 
the important message his father 
sent from the other side that 
day.  The Universe truly works in 
mysterious ways and we are grate-
ful in everyway. 



We’re on the web! 
www.votk.org 

Sanctuary Visiting Hours:  
Saturdays and Sundays 1:30 p.m. to sunset 

 
Tours only at 2:00 and 4:00 Saturdays and Sundays. Workdays are every 
Saturday from 10:30 a.m. till ...? If you want to help make a difference in 
the lives of the animals, please consider joining our Construction Crew. 
For information regarding construction projects or general volunteering 
opportunities, please contact the Sanctuary at 262-736-9386 
 

Sanctuary is closed on holidays. We are not open to the public. 
Members must have  valid membership card. 

(Sorry, we cannot accept new memberships at the gate.) 

W7593 Townhall Road 
Sharon, Wisconsin 53585-9728 

 
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

VALLEY OF THE KINGS SANCTUARY 
& RETREAT  

Phone: 262-736-9386 
Fax: 262-736-2020 
Email: info@votk.org 

Dedicated to the rescue and refuge of abused, 
abandoned, injured and retired exotic animals. 
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