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ur hearts were heavy with
sadness as the events unfolded in Ohio this past October.
The senseless killing of 59 exotics
that didn't need to die just made us
sick. That evening, we lit candles for
the animals that lost their lives in the
most horrible of ways. Law Enforcement officers usually do not carry
tranquilizer equipment and are taught
to shoot and kill animals at large. Had
someone who knew the animals been
there, virtually all could have probably been returned safely to their enclosures. The man who released
them was obliviously not thinking
with a sane mind and had been released from prison three weeks prior.
Ohio had a law on the books which
was rescinded in April of
2011, that stated no convicted felon could posses dangerous animals.
If that law had remained in effect, all of
the animals that lost
their lives would have
already been transferred to other facilities and safe
from harm. This man's facility did
not have perimeter fencing, was not
licensed, and the living conditions
were extremely poor. Tigers were
walking up to Law Enforcement,
happy to see them and then were
shot at point blank range. It all could
have been prevented by a madman
who set them all free, knowing full
well they were all going to die. Jack
Hanna and crew drove through the
night, hoping to get there in time, but
virtually all had been put down by
time they arrived. Three leopards
and a bear were spared and will be
relocated to a forever home and receive loving care for the remainder of
their lives. Please say a silent prayer
for these forgotten animals who all
paid a price for the ignorance of their
owner and the State of Ohio. May
God have mercy on their souls.
First time in all the years we have

been here, the holiday season
passed without a newsletter going
out. We did not have the funds to
put one out; we apologize and hope
everyone had a great Holiday Season. We give many Thanks to all of
our supporters and volunteers who
helped us make it through 2011.
We still don't know how we survived with so many rescues closing
nationwide. We were worried
about entering into 2012, as we fell
behind on many bills from last September which we were able to catch
up on with Holiday donations in
December.
Usually with the
Holiday donations, we are able
to make it through
Spring. The economy has not
picked up and
people are struggling
to make ends meet.
Most days we get by
with just a prayer and
other days our faith is
restored by members
who acknowledge our important
work and what we have been doing
for the past 37 years. It gives us
hope for the future as animals continue to filter in. God Bless each
and everyone reading this and we
wish you and your families the best
for this new year.
This Fall and early Winter weather
has been outstanding for volunteers
to finish projects and get a head
start on Winter projects. We did
not have funds available to complete started projects over the Summer and early Fall, until November.
Chris and Chuck put up three new
wolf enclosures and are partially
done with the new bear pen. We
have two elderly bears coming in
this Spring from western Iowa.
They also extended most of our
Lion and Tiger enclosures to 12 feet
(Continued on page 2)

Sanctuary News

Letters from Members
Ann and Volunteers,
Thank you for the tour today. The
chance to be so close to some magnificent creatures is very humbling and
awe inspiring. I was impressed by the
cleanliness and hard work of all who
were there. The care and respect given
to all, from the biggest tiger to the
smallest rabbit, left me with a very
good feeling of what's right in the
world. I hope I can return soon and
until then will continue my crusade of
education and legislative change. One
step at a time and many blessings to
you.
Cindy Blue
Northbrook, Illinois
Thank you for establishing the Sanctuary. It has given us so much pleasure
over the years.
Jon and Mary Mullaney
Zion, Illinois
Jill and Jim,
I so appreciate what you do, and the
love and compassion you show for all
animals and people. If I had the
means, I would so happily help you
build the enclosures you need and buy
supplies, medicines and foods necessary for the animal's care. You are
both wonderful examples of God's
love in action. The animals in your
care are so very fortunate and I know
you do not ever feel their care is a burden, but a wonderful blessing. I pray
that you will have not only what you
need to continue your work, but that
you will see your dreams for the Sanctuary come true. Thank you for making this world a better place through
your love and work.
Your friend,
Yvonne Wallace Blane
Fellow Mortals Wildlife Hospital
Lake Geneva, Wisconsin

Dear Jill and Staff
I'm so sorry I haven't been in touch but I've been having a really hard
time since my daughter Amanda's
death. Thank you for sending Samson's ashes to me. The memorial box
is beautiful! I know Samson had a
wonderful life with you. I truly trusted you with his care and knew that
you took pride in his well-being. I
will always be eternally grateful to
you and your wonderful organization.
May God richly bless you.
Jeanie Younkin
Fayetteville, Arkansas
Dear Jill and Jim,
Visiting your Sanctuary has been such
a beautiful experience for us. Knowing the care, the love and devotion
you and the volunteers continue to
do is definitely a Miracle from above!
We look forward to seeing your magnificent kingdom soon and take comfort in knowing these animals are
loved and looked after by people
with such caring hearts and non-stop
dedication.
All the Best,
Heather and Lee Waldoch

(Continued from page 1)

with a three foot overhang which are
new USDA regulations. We had until
November 1st to complete these requirements. Kristen and her crew
built Nadia a wonderful handicappedaccessible house. Nadia, now frail
and arthritic, still gets around and
never misses a meal. Tarps and banking hay have been put in various enclosures and around the house for
wind breaks and Ann's wonderful
group helped with that. Glenn, Jean,
Paula and volunteers put up hay for
winter. Allan Maywald has been busy
putting in new electric circuits in our
senior center with more amperage to
run heaters. Lilly, our big pig, should
have her new house by the time you
read this and the mini donkeys have a
new lean-to thanks to Craig and Kristen's group. Craig finished Zipper’s
new warm area and Jim did his windows, We were sad he enjoyed his
enclosure only but a short time before we had to put him to sleep.
Now Assam is staying in that area for
winter. Volunteers will continue
working on the bear pen through the
winter and Jim has been working on
Sponsor signs.
Everyone has had a full work load
and continue to work hard for the
animals. There is so much to do and
just not enough hours in the day. We
are desperately trying to complete our
senior center and are getting bids on
construction, air conditioning and
heating along with new windows for
the main barn. We have many elderly
animals that will benefit from the new
area and the level of comfort will
greatly improve the quality of their
lives. We had been doing what we
could with limited funds available and
had been working slowly toward finishing this project. Then something
wonderful happened! One of our
wonderful members, Sabrina Bryant
(Continued on page 9)
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Words About Our Volunteers
Special people touch the animals’ lives and ours at the Sanctuary on a daily
basis. We have been blessed to know and love so many people. The Sanctuary
could not exist without these wonderful souls who love the animals as much as
we do. Their hearts fill with joy and goodness as they care for the animals.
The work is hard and the days are long, yet they do not complain. They look
out for one another and drop everything to help someone if needed. Volunteering is not a 9 to 5 experience it's a 9 till your done experience, which sometimes isn't until 8 or 9 at night. Our dedicated staff always go above and beyond our expectations. Laughter fills the Sanctuary grounds on any given day
and that happiness spreads to the health and well being of our beloved animals. We give "Thanks" to each and every volunteer the animals have to rely
on and the Sanctuary is blessed in more ways than one can imagine. God Bless
you and Thank You!

The Arlington Park Pet Show is March
16, 17 and 18th. Please come and see us.
We will be in booth 115 recruiting new
members and spreading the word about
the Sanctuary.

A

re you looking for a way to help the sanctuary financially, but don’t
know how? VOTK now accepts PayPal!

PayPal is a secure internet-based way to send and receive money. All you need is
an email address and a credit card. Anyone can use PayPal to buy gift shop items,
buy or renew memberships, or donate money to the sanctuary.
To use PayPal, simply log onto www.paypal.com. You will have to set up your
own personal PayPal account (it’s free), then click on “send money”. Enter our
email address info@votk.org for general contributions to VOTK. If you send

us a donation, please indicate whether it is for our general fund or a specific project. Enter the amount you wish to send. You can pay either with a
credit card or checking account.
The sanctuary will then get an email, informing them of
your donation. It’s a quick and easy way to make a
difference to the sanctuary, even if you can’t make it
up to see us every weekend!!
If you write us a check for a donation, please
note on the check whether it is for our moving
fund or for general fund.
HELP US TO GIVE THE ANIMALS ALL THEY DESERVE AND MORE BY CREATING A SAFE HAVEN
AND TRUE SANCTUARY FOR ALL ETERNITY.
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In Memory
In Memory of Kiku
We put our beloved Canadian Lynx,
Kiku, to sleep October 30th. Kiku had
suffered a short time from lung cancer.

ning themselves in the fields beyond
Rainbow Bridge.
In Memory of Baca
Baca, one of our Red Fox Mutations, has also died of cancer. Whitney, her brother, has cancer as well
and we expect him to go in the near
future. 2011 sure was a rough year
for us! Baca died suddenly a few
weeks before Kiku died. They say
deaths always come in three's but I
hope it will be awhile before we lose
another. Baca received special attention from everyone, especially Carolyn. Carolyn loves all the little ani-

His best friend Kali died of old age
August 24th and Kiku was lost after
her passing. The two were always together, never apart and now will be
together for all eternity.
Kiku was left at our front gate when he
was approximately 12 weeks old.
There was a note attached to his crate
by his former owners saying they did
not have proper permits to keep him
and hoped he would have a great life
with us. Kiku did have a great life until
it was cut short by cancer. Kiku was
10 years old and should have lived to
be 20 years or more. Our little buddy
— how he loved to be held and cuddled — he loved to jump on our backs
when his pen was being cleaned and he
was a very sweet cat, not a mean bone
to be found. We miss our precious
KiKu, his lynx calls at night, his roughhousing with his buddy Woogie and
his inquisitive nature. He always
looked like he was smiling and his
snowshoe-sized paws were amazing. It
was a sad and difficult Fall for us with
the loss of some of our animals dying
from Cancer. It is heart breaking not
to be able to stop the process and we
maintain their dignity and quality of life
right up to the end. Kiku is with his
best friend Kali and others that have
joined them, our family of VOTK animals on the other side, watched over
by Angels. They have all gone home.
now free from pain, playing and sunPage 4

throughout her entire body. She was a
kind old horse and had a crooked tail
from birth. Brandi came to us a few
years ago. She was a retired registered
Quarter Horse and had an extensive
show record and produced many foals
who also went on to be successful.
Brandi will be missed. She liked to be
alone, away from the rest of the herd
and when Jim hayed the cows and
horses he would always make it a point
to give Brandi her own pile. She was
graceful, gentle and her spirit emanated
pure love. Brandi is missed but her
spirit now lives on, free from pain, and
in the fields that surround Rainbow
Bridge.
In Memory of Zipper
Zipper was humanely euthanized December 1st and was surrounded by
volunteers who loved him and helped
guide this beloved tiger home. Zipper’s mind was 100%, but as he aged
his body didn't work the way he wanted it to. He started having seizures
two months before his death and was

mals that are tucked here and there.
Her entire Sunday is filled with making the rounds, bringing special
treats, cleaning and giving everyone
fresh hay or blankets. Baca is missed
by Carolyn, Beca and the other volunteers who cared for her. She was
by far the prettiest one of the foxes
with silver and black fur. Baca and
Whitney's owner could no longer
care for them; she suffers from severe Rheumatoid Arthritis and was
becoming more crippled as days
passed by. She asked us to come
and pick up her foxes. They had a
wonderful home and a wonderful
life. Both were imprinted and loved
by their former owner and by the
volunteers at VOTK.
In Memory of Brandi
Brandi, one of our horses, was humanely put to sleep by Dr. Tracy on
November 21st. Brandi had a fast
growing cancer which spread

photo by Jill Carnegie

put on medication to stop them. A
new area was prepared for him by
Craig and Jim, with a heated side room
and a bed of hay made for a king. Zip(Continued on page 5)
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per had windows to watch the cows
and greet people as they came in to
visit. These last few months the volunteers loved and scratched him daily.
Jim gave him a massage in the morning
and again each evening to help stimulate the muscles in his legs. When he
would hear Jim's voice, he would come
out of his warm room to greet him no
matter if he was having a good or bad

day. He loved to be hand fed and never missed a meal. This old tiger earned
his right to go and we were blessed to
have him for more than twenty years in
our care. He is now with Samantha
and his other friends who have crossed
before him. "Love knows not the
depth until the hour of separation."
Our hearts are heavy with his loss, yet
we take comfort in knowing our precious tiger is in a better place. It was
extremely difficult for all of us to let
him go and many tears were shed that
afternoon. Zipper was a special light at
the Sanctuary and he will continue to
shine on all who will remember him.
Zipper came to us many years ago
from a small facility out west. His enclosure was vine bound and you could
barely see there was a tiger inside a
very tiny area. It had not been cleaned
in a long, long time and his water dish
was an old rusted drum filled with rain
water and green slime. He had not had
a decent meal probably the entire time
he had been held captive in that enclosure! His ribs were visible and the
shine in his eyes gone. He barely
acknowledged his previous owner as
she tried to get his attention holding
up a worm-sized piece of meat. We
had to use bolt cutters to cut through
THE PUG MARK

the thick vines and clear away the
entrance of Zipper’s prison. We
pushed up our roll crate and pulled
out a whole calf hindquarter from
our truck. When Zipper saw real
food he could not wait to get into the
crate. He happily ate and looked for
more before he was even loaded onto
the trailer. We discovered in his paperwork that Zipper had been used in
British Airways and Esso Petroleum
commercials the first two years of his
life. The owner tried to tell us Zipper
was two years old when we picked
him up, probably out of fear if he
were older we would not want him.
He had to be at least five or six years
old when we brought him home, so
he had to be 25 or 26 years old when
he died. It didn't take long for Zipper to wind himself in everyone's
hearts. He had always been affectionate and turned into a wonderful
outgoing individual once we fattened
him up. His cage mate, Samantha,
loved Zipper and they spent many
years together before Samantha had
to be euthanized due to cancer in
2009. Zipper was never quite the
same after her passing. He slept a lot
and just was not himself. Animals
grieve as people do and it can take a
very long time for an animal to accept
their mate's passing, yet others accept
it and move on right away. Zippers
final days were filled with visitors,
back rubs and special pampering. He
relished in the moments and all you
felt was gratefulness and pure unconditional love from him. He was so
loved and is truly missed. The hardest part of what we do is letting them
go, it is the last act of kindness and
compassion we can possibly give
them, for now Zipper is free and has
made room for another. We know
Samantha and Java greeted Zipper as
he crossed Rainbow Bridge, our
sweet, wonderful tiger, now at peace
for all eternity.
In Memory of Simba our Golden
Jungle cat. Simba died peacefully in
his sleep of old age in November.
He was never handleable yet as he

aged he liked human companionship.
He was especially fond of Beca and
Diane, who spoiled him in his final
days. Simba had been with us for
more than twenty years. He came from
Land of Lorin in Batavia, Illinois before it was closed down. Lorin had
been cited for animal abuse on many
occasions. He is currently in prison
serving a lifetime sentence for trying to
murder his girlfriend's husband. Many

animals suffered at his hands for years
and we took in quite a few animals
from his facility when it was closed for
good. Vinnie, our old black bear,
Socks the tiger and Boo, our cougar,
are the final three that came in from
his facility that are still with us. All
three are now seniors but at this period
of time in relatively good health. Simba was living with Bruno our Savanna
cat and the two F1 Bengal cats. They
miss their old buddy as do the volunteers. Simba loved to hang out on the
top shelf of his enclosure and observe
all that went on during the day. He is
missed as we walk by and see his favorite spot now vacant. Simba now
has a favorite place at Rainbow Bridge
and is with Homie, Kimba and Chester the serval, who were Simba’s best
friends for many years. Together forever running through the fields of Rainbow Bridge.
In Memory of our Beloved Mona;
Obie lost his best friend December
13th. Mona, our sweet German Shepherd, was humanely euthanized by Dr
Rudawski. She had liver failure and
did not show it until the very end. Her
resilience was amazing and Mona had
(Continued on page 6)
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beat the odds many times. As a tiny
puppy Dr Rudawski preformed open
heart surgery on her and saved her life
from a birth defect. She had a mega
esophagus which caused her many
problems throughout her life. Her

photo by Darylynn O'Donnell

pancreas also did not function and she
was on enzymes her entire life. Mona
came to us when she was just a year
old; she struck up an instant friendship
with our tiger, Obie. Mona would run
and play along the fence line with him
and they would play hide and seek all
day long. Mona would bark whenever
you entered the dog area and went near
Obie. She wanted the whole world to
know Obie was hers. She wove her
heart in many lives and everyone at Dr
Rudawski's watched over Mona when
Jim had his surgeries and I had mine.
Mona had an extended family and everyone loved her as we did. A special
light now gone and free to visit her
beloved tiger Obie anytime she wants
and no fence between them will ever
separate them again. Obie's best
friend, the four legged buddy he has

never been without in his entire 10
years. He waits for her when we let
the dogs out each morning. Obie
runs behind his house and peeks
over the top waiting to spy Mona
and would normally pounce and
chase her up and down the fence
line. Now he waits and when she
doesn't come he waits longer watching the door. He finally gives up
and hops up on his house, still eyeing the back door. How
do we tell him dogs grow
old and he'll be around
another 10 to 15 years or
more? How do we make
him understand his best
friend is never coming
back and how do we comfort him with this tremendous loss? During the
summer months, Mona
would walk in her pool
and Obie in his, then they
would run toward each
other and play up and
down the fence line. This past summer Mona's gait slowed from arthritis and bad hips, her muzzle frosted
and that sparkle she had as a young
dog was gone. It didn't matter if
she were having a bad day she always took the time for her beloved
tiger. A very special bond that will
always bind there hearts for all time.
Mona was truly a very unique individual and she is so missed. I can
still hear her bark as I awake from
restless sleep and I see them play in
my dreams. Yes, Mona is dearly
missed and will always be etched
deep within Obie's and our hearts.
Good Night sweet girl. Until we
meet again.
In Memory of Hopper beloved
little feral cat of VOTK.
A special little soul sadly put to
sleep Dec 31st.

photo by Terry Beam

In Memory of Knight, one of our
black wolf hybrids.
Knight was humanely euthanized by
Dr Rudawski January 26th after we
discovered he had anal cancer.

Knight would have been thirteen years
old this Spring and leaves behind his
son Magic. Knight and Magic came to
us a little over a year ago by their owner in Northern Wisconsin. Wisconsin
passed a law making hybrids illegal to
own about the same time the two
came in. The owner was very proud
of how many cats and goats the father
and son team killed and was disappointed and upset they would not be

allowed to run free at the Sanctuary.
We have not seen or heard from the
owner again. Knight now sits at Rainbow Bridge with others from VOTK
and escorts those who passed across.
In Memory of our beloved
Brutus.
On February 19th, Dr Rudawski humanely euthanized Brutus, our big
loveable cross-eyed tiger who resided
with Topaz in the upper compound
on Tiger Row. Brutus did not display
any symptoms until two days before
he had to be put to sleep. He did not
want to eat but was drinking water, he
seemed distant and not his usual self.
On the 19th of February he was drooling and seemed extremely tired. We
lightly sedated him and Dr Rudawski
evaluated his condition. His belly was
filled with fluid and air and when Dr
Rudawski tapped his belly with a syringe it was filled with blood. Our
beloved Brutus had cancer of the
spleen and it had ruptured. Our hearts
heavy, and through the river of tears,
we all knew we had to be strong for
this beloved Tiger and let him go. All
(Continued on page 7)
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our hearts went out to Andy who had
a very special relationship and bond
with Brutus. Andy would bring many
smiles to many a face by asking Brutus
to show his tummy to the crowd. As
if on cue, when Andy would ask Brutus to roll over and show his tummy,
he would do it every single time. Bru-

tus and Andy were best of friends and
our beloved tiger is missed by many.
Brutus was a favorite of virtually everyone who knew and loved this beautiful tiger. Brutus came from Pittsburgh
ten years ago. He and other tigers
were seized from a roadside zoo. The

living conditions were deplorable
and all the cats suffered from
botched declaws. They all had to be
re-declawed and some were permanently crippled when they came in.
They were all thin and suffering from
malnutrition. After a few months,
weight gain, room to run and play
and lots of toys transformed a very sad group of
tigers into a playful, happy,
well fed group of cats.
Brutus always stood out as
the strongest one among
them and he vied for the
most attention with his
loud talkative voice. Brutus
loved to talk and complain.
He whined for treats and
would carry on for a long
time. If he saw you coming
up the path he would complain and talk non-stop
until you paid attention to him. Brutus had a massive frame and was
cross eyed from inbreeding. Everyone was drawn to his outgoing, loving personality. Brutus was a very
special Spirit and we all have a big

hole in our hearts that will last for a
long time. His friends Topaz, Czar and
Chelsea miss him and haven't been
themselves since his passing. After Dr
Rudawski put Brutus to sleep, he was
put on a cart with blankets and taken
away for cremation. As the volunteers
followed along with the cart, Czar and
Chelsea jumped on top of their house
to watch. As Brutus was leaving, they
watched in silence even as they lost
sight of their beloved friend. They
waited and strained their necks as did
Topaz and they waited and for what
seemed an eternity. It was heartbreaking to watch knowing they will never
see their friend again until the day they
cross over to Rainbow Bridge. Brutus
was greeted by Timmy and Electra and
others who passed before him. He
certainly was a character and made his
mark at the Sanctuary. Good-bye,
sweet Prince, beloved Tiger, kind sweet
gentle soul, gone but never to be forgotten. Our hearts will always remain
as one and one day we WILL be together again.

animals from people who did not
want them anymore and do not have
volunteers or any staff to help care
for them. It is an overwhelming situation and our hearts go out to them.
They are wonderful people and hope
to visit in the Spring after we pick up
the bears. Rodger is next to Seava
and we are hoping they will eventually be paired. He is crippled from an
unknown injury, probably sustained
as a cub. His right front leg he uses
to balance himself and does put
some pressure on it. We have him
on medications to help with inflammation and arthritic changes in that
leg. This old injury is not fixable and
he will always be crippled. Sheba,

the lioness, is next to Satchel and his
days are spent watching her play. He is
grateful to have a friend after losing his
two brothers. We more than likely will
not pair them just for the fact Satchel
is in the tail end of his life and Sheba
is still young and vibrant. We think
she has too much energy for him to
handle and we don't want to risk him
receiving any type of injury. Sheba
has brought life back for this old lion,
he enjoys watching over her and laying
close to her enclosure. Satchel is also
very protective over Sheba and doesn't
like anyone near her. They are both
fun to watch and the volunteers and
members are thoroughly enjoying Sheba and Rodger.

New Arrivals
We have a new lioness named Sheba
and a new tiger named Rodger (Raj
for short). They came from a facility
in Sioux City, Iowa. Volunteers
Chris, Beca and Carmella came with
us to help load and transport them to
the Sanctuary. Pam, their owner,
needs to have both her knees replaced and is at a point in her life
where she is physically unable to care
for some of her animals. Pam and
Dave were heartbroken to have to
place them with us but knew it was in
both the cats’ best interest and felt
good about the decision to send them
to us. In the Spring we will return
and pick up two elderly bears from
them. Pam and Dave have taken in
THE PUG MARK
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Updates on Chaucer & Assam
Chaucer update
Chaucer is still with us, believe it or
not! He will be 24 years old in the
Spring and that age is unheard of in a
lion. He gets daily massages from Jim
while I feed him and is extremely
pampered. His food of choice is turkey! Finding inexpensive turkey is
non-existent. Meat prices have skyrocketed and our special needs animals will only eat fresh store bought
meat. They will not eat outdated
products. Chaucer’s injury from July
22nd, when Thena attacked him, has
been slow to heal. He does not have
good blood flow to that area because
of his age. For months we used a
standard veterinary product called
Granulex and triptazyme, but it just
made the wound look red and angry.
We researched raw honey treatments
and the wonderful healing property it
has to offer. Volunteers searched the
Internet and talked with veterinarians
who have used it on animals. We have
been doing raw honey treatments on
Chaucer for a little over a month and
the results are truly amazing! He now
has a horseshoe size area where before it was the size of a sheet of paper.
The area looks pink and healthy and
we have about 2 inches of fresh new
skin growing all around the original
wound. We will always use raw honey
for wounds from now on! It does not
allow any bacterial growth and there is
no more sloughing off of crusty scabs.
We feel confident his wound will heal
completely in the next couple of
months or less. Unfortunately for
Chaucer, he also has squamous-cell
carcinoma as a lesion on his eyelid.
We cannot have it removed because
he is not a good anesthesia risk. We
would be taking an enormous risk to
have it removed and at this stage of
his life we feel it would be unfair. He
is on borrowed time as it is and Dr
Rudawski says to enjoy him for whatever time he has left. He could die
from something totally unrelated and
for the time being he is comfortable.
He goes outside virtually every day in
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good weather, to see what is going on
and to roar to his heart’s content. He
is the "Patriarch" of the lions and
when they hear that old lion roar,
they all chime in. It was absolutely
amazing to hear him roar almost a
month to the day of his injury. When
the lions heard Chaucer's roar, they all
went off the entire day. Roars of
great happiness filled the Sanctuary
grounds and filled all our hearts on
that special day. Lions are truly
amazing and I am in awe of their
strength, beauty and how resilient
they are. Long live Chaucer, our
"king of kings". He is one special
lion and has touched so many people
in so many different ways. We have
him on autoimmune suppressants and
homeopathic remedies to try and
slow or stop the cancer. He has a
great appetite and a very happy attitude. We truly are enjoying him as
much as he enjoys our attention.
Working with Chaucer each and every
day has helped us cope with the losses all around us these past six
months. He is our beacon of light
and we are like moths drawn to his
flame. The Spirit of Chaucer is
unique and different from many of
the other cats. He is fierce, bold, resilient, loving and very tender at
times, but never lets you forget he is a
lion. He accepts Jim, myself, and
volunteer Vicki as part of his world
but will not accept anyone else.
Chaucer allows me to clean his
wound each day and pack on fresh
dressings of raw honey. He stays
down and in one place when we are
working with him and has yet to complain. Jim gives him a fresh turkey
each night and by morning it is usually gone. Every day is a gift we have
with him and with God’s grace he will
stay healthy enough to enjoy the summer and fall of 2012.

removed from his jaw. Dr Rudawski
was unable to remove it because it was
very vascular and he was afraid Assam
would bleed to death on the table. He
clamped off what veins feeding the
tumor he could and sewed him back
up. December 3rd Assam went down
to Dr Rudawski's once more to try
and de-bulk the tumor. To everyone’s
amazement, Dr. Rudawski was able to
remove the entire mass!!! What a miracle it was and the best gift of the Holiday season to be able to buy Assam
more time. The tumor may come
back or it may not. It is up to the Man
upstairs and we have been sending up
prayers in mass for our beloved Assam. He is such a kind gentle soul and
one of the most captivating tigers we
have. Special thanks go to Dr
Rudawski for all he does to help
the animals in our care; it is an
honor to know and love this very
gifted man. Assam is also on the
same holistic remedies that Chaucer is
and he is eating well and in excellent
spirits.

Dr. Rudawski with Assam

Update on Assam:
Assam was taken to Dr Rudawski's
on September 10th to have a mass
THE PUG MARK

Sanctuary News
(Continued from page 2)

and her family have donated funds
specifically for the Senior Center project and have been a God Send on getting this much needed area up and running!! We hope to have everything
completed by Spring, before the oppressive heat of summer arrives.
We are in the process of trying to save
a reindeer. He is from a local petting
zoo and is suffering from malnutrition.
They were feeding him the wrong diet
and he has been sick for a very long
time. He has been at a University of
Wisconsin clinic for the past two
weeks in critical care. Dr. Goodin and
other veterinarians are doing everything they can to save this precious
reindeer’s life. Please say prayers for
him and we are hopeful for a complete
recovery. We tried to save a Yak from
the same place but he had to be euthanized at the University of Wisconsin the day we picked him up. He had
ruptured his bladder three months before we were able to rescue him. He
was euthanized January 21st. Feeding
him the wrong diet caused bladder
stones and as a result he could only
dribble small amounts of urine. They
were told back in November he needed emergency surgery and we offered
to take him to UW Madison and save
his life. But he would then be property
of VOTK and not returned. They refused and called us in January when
there was absolutely no hope of saving
him. He had severe peritinitis and was
in end stage renal failure. He had lost
most of his weight and was constantly
grinding his teeth in agony! We have
come to the sad conclusion we can't
save them all and are praying "Yupik"
(means "thank you" in Inuit), our little
reindeer will be healthy, happy and our
shining star after he has recovered
from improper nutrition. Special
Thanks go to the UW Madison Vets
who tried their best to save the Yak
and to Dr. Goodin and staff at the
UW Veterinary Care Center in DelaTHE PUG MARK

Craig working on Recovery Room

Sheba

Jim, Jill, Raj (background), Dave & Pam

Except where otherwise noted, all photos in
this issue were taken by Chris Block

Assam

van, Wisconsin for helping the reindeer. God bless these compassionate,
wonderful people who went the extra
mile for these two animals.
Love and Xtra Big Hugs,
Jill, Jim and Animal Friends

Chaucer
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Yes

I want to give a VOTK membership to a very
special friend. I am enclosing $ _____ for:

_____ 6-month Membership(s) @ $60 each
_____ 6-month Family Membership(s) $75
_____ 1-year Membership(s) @ $120 each
_____ 1-year Family Membership(s) $150
_____ 6-month Senior Membership(s) @ $30 each
_____ 1-year Senior Membership(s) @ $60 each
Please send a gift card to announce my gift.
Gift to:

Gift from:

Name: _______________________________

Name: _______________________________

Address: _____________________________

Address: _____________________________

City/State/Zip: ________________________

City/State/Zip: ________________________

Please mail this form, along with your check, to:
VALLEY OF THE KINGS SANCTUARY W7593 Townhall Road Sharon, WI 53585-9728

What we Do and Don't do
We do educate the public about animal abuse and bring awareness to public schools, university's and special groups.
We do feed our animals 365 days a year, we do not believe in fasting them.
We do educational programs with videos and educational materials.
We do not believe in taking any of our animals to programs or fund raisers.
We do not sell our mailing list or share it with other organizations.
We do not believe in professional fundraisers. They take 90% to 98% of funds raised from organizations.
We do believe in raising funds the traditional way, through members’ help and local fundraising events.
Unfortunately we do not receive any State or Federal funding. The Sanctuary is funded 100% through tax deductible donations from our dedicated members.
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terribly and is so loved.
Janice Zera
Franklin, Wisconsin

In M em ory of . . .
In Memory of Zachary Buster Leverenz
In Memory of Oliver R. Aspegren
Jr.
In Memory of all the Ohio Exotics
that were killed.
JoAnn M. Kwiecinski
Temecula, California
In Memory of Penny. My beautiful
15 1/2 year old Brittany. She was so
loved and truly a very special spirit.
My beloved smiling Penny is missed
beyond measure by her Mom Kathy
Preziosi and her Dad, Don Martorelli. She leaves behind her brother Jack,
who misses her everyday. She
crossed Rainbow Bridge June 14th,
2011. Rescuing one dog will not
change the world...but for that dog
the world will be forever changed"
americanbrittanyrescue.org.
Kathy Preziosi and Maureen Howard
Prospect Heights, Illinois
Barrington, Illinois
In Memory of Sister "Lisa" who
loved Gods 4 legged creatures. God
Bless her.
JoAnn M Kwiecinski
Temecula, California
In loving Memory of a beautiful Tibetan Terrier who belonged to Mosh
Katz and Family.
Aimee and Eli Bachar
Fox Point, Wisconsin
In Memory of our beautiful Airdale
"Rascal". He died of blood clots in
his lungs and after a very expensive
hospital stay he could not be saved.
He was only eight years old and was
such a wonderful dog. He is missed
WINTER 2012

In Memory of our loving cat Spike.
My lap warmer is missed.
Mary and Jon Mullaney
Zion, Illinois
In Memory of my Mother, Betty
Charleen Behm. She was a true lover of nature and all animals.
Karen Smout
Janesville, Wisconsin

very long illness. He was almost eighteen years old. Irene and Joe Sallano
of Douglaston, New York miss their
beloved sweet Andy with all their
hearts.
Victoria Gleicher
Douglaston, New York
In Memory of Bruce and Mary Cole
of Hilton, South Carolina.
Mary Ann Seckinger
Savannah, Georgia

In Memory of our dear son Greg
who fought a long hard battle with
cancer. He is missed beyond measure
and was the love of our lives.
Fern, Tom, and Spooky
Fond Du Lac, Wisconsin
In Memory of my friend’s beloved
Bermese Mountian dog, Fergus.
Leia Hahn
In Memory of Teddy, beloved elderly cat who greeted all the volunteers
each and everyday. Special Thanks go
to Pat Scott for keeping Teddy in her
final months before having to put her
to sleep from cancer. She was a kind
soul and lived for attention. Special
Thank you to Dr Chris and staff for
helping Teddy.

Jim with Chaucer

In Memory of O.J. beloved VOTK
orange cat who resided with us for
many years. He died December 31st
of kidney failure. We fondly called
him our tail talker as he would walk
beside his favorite cat friends and
intertwine his tail with theirs. He was
a very special little spirit and we miss
him greeting us each and everyday.
In Memory of Bette Perren
Alice Dukelow
Orland Park, Illinois
In Memory of Gizmo and Gadget.
My two favorite Monday Boyz. These
dogs were a special light in my life
and are dearly missed.
Mary K. Miekina
Deerfield, Illinois

Raj

In Memory of "Andy the Cat".
Andy died December of 2011 after a
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Sanctuary Visiting Hours:
Saturdays and Sundays 1:30 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Tours only at 2:00 and 4:00 Saturdays and Sundays. Workdays are every Saturday from 10:30 a.m. till 5:00 p.m. If you want to help make a difference in the
lives of the animals, please consider joining our Construction Crew. For information regarding construction projects or general volunteering opportunities,
please contact the Sanctuary at 262-736-9386
Sanctuary is closed on holidays. We are not open to the public.
Members must have valid membership card.
(Sorry, we cannot accept new memberships at the gate.)
Please note: There is a charge of $10 per person each time you visit with more than one guest.
Additional single visit passes may be obtained by mail order only!

We’re on the web!
www.votk.org

VALLEY OF THE KINGS SANCTUARY
& RETREAT
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
W7593 Townhall Road
Sharon, Wisconsin 53585-9728

Permit #50
Sharon, WI
Paid

Phone: 262-736-9386
Email: info@votk.org

Dedicated to the rescue and refuge of abused,
abandoned, injured and retired exotic animals.
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