
F all is almost upon us 
and winter is at our 
heels.  We are really 

dreading the coming winter 
months, as visions of all the 
snow and problems of last winter 
still haunt us.  Many projects 
have been accomplished over 
this past summer and still con-
tinue, soon to be completed.  All 
the updates at the Sanctuary are 
necessary to ensure the well be-
ing and health of the animals in 
our care. Allen Maywald has 
been updating our electric system 
for the past several months and 

is doing a wonderful job!   Nook 
and Ieshia's old enclosure was 
torn down and a new one has 
been constructed in its place.  
This has also been a long ongo-
ing project! We are in serious 
need of an "extreme makeover" 
to the house in which we live.  
The makeover shows have all 
been contacted by many of our 
members.  Sadly, none has con-
tacted us and nothing has been 
acknowledged. So we muddle 
through as best we can in a 110 
year old house that should have 
met its demise years ago.  All our 
funds go to the animals; anyone 
visiting can see that our comfort 
comes last. It would be a luxury 
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to have a warm home and water 
pipes working in the coldest of 
months but old farm houses 
don't offer such amenities.  We 
wish everyone a wonderful fall 
season and hope to see you soon. 
Love and Xtra Big Hugs,  
Jill, Jim and Animal Friends 

Membership cards                         

Please check Your membership 
cards.  We do not send out re-
newals.  If your membership has 
expired, please renew today and 
help the animals in these tough 
economic times.  We struggle to 
stay afloat and your precious re-
newal and donations keep us go-
ing.  Remember, we receive No 
State or Federal funding. We sur-
vive on all donations from won-
derful folks like you. 

We are in need of   

Business supporters!      

Recycle First is a Business sup-
port program that is both easy for 
the business and organization.  
The business collects cartridges, 
GPS systems, cell phones. lap-
tops. PDAs. iPods, video games, 
video game consoles, digital cam-
eras and DVD movies and ships 
them directly to Recycle First.  
Valley of The Kings then receives 
payment for donation of these 
items.  If you would like to help 
the animals by becoming one of 
our Business Supporters please 
visit their website 
www.recyclefirst.com or call 
them at 888-538-0485 to find out 
how to get started!  Please get 
your business friends involved as 
this opportunity could really 
make a difference in the lives of 

(Continued on page 2) 
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The printing of this newsletter 
was donated by the good folks at 

Vance Printing 

Beloit, Wisconsin 

608-362-2049 

In loving memory of  

Dennis Vance 

Jill, Jim and Animal Friends,   
Just a note to let you know I 
always enjoy reading your news-
letter, especially learning about 
the animals in your care. I’m 
still a volunteer at the Wiscon-
sin Humane Society and I just 
love Tuesdays with the "little 
cats".  Bless you for all you do, 
to care for the animals.                            
Friend to animals,                      
Marilyn                                 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin                                                             

Times are tough for all.  I hope 
things turn around soon and 
funds begin to pour in.  The 
work you do is truly special.  
Keep up the good work more 
people like you are needed in 
the world.                                  
Take care,                              
Christine, Justin and Baby 
Schilz 

Letters from 

Members 
our animals.                                                            

More ways of  helping 

the animals!                                            

Jewel Shop and Share Coupons 
are available on our website to 
download and use at any Chica-
goland Jewel.  The more you 
spend, the bigger the check to 
help the animals.  If you do not 
have access to a computer but 
would like to be a part of this 
program please contact the Sanc-
tuary and we will be happy to put 
some coupons in the mail for 
you! 

Campfire!   

Weather permitting, we will have 
a member campfire Saturday 

October 31st starting at 3PM till?  
Please bring a dish to pass, blan-
kets and lawn chairs.  Candle lit 
tours, pumpkin carving contest 
and treats will be available.  All 
children must have adult supervi-
sion at all times.                                                 

Memorial Benches                                                          

Memorial benches are available 
for $350.00 each, which includes 
an all weather plaque with your 
inscription.  We are upgrading 
the grounds with these beautiful 
benches and it is a great way to 
honor a loved one. 

2010 Calendars 

Order your 2010 Valley of the 
Kings Calendars now! They are 
beautiful and hot off the press. 
$20.00 each includes shipping 
and handling. $15.00 each in lots 
of ten or more.  Hurry while 
supplies last! 

        

(Continued from page 1) 
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Donate your used vehicles 
We are looking for two and four wheel drive trucks, dump 
trucks, trailers (Gooseneck or pull behind), cars, boats, campers, 
RV’s, all-terrain vehicles, farm and lawn tractors any size to be 
donated to the Sanctuary to use or raise funds to help the ani-

mals.  If we receive enough vehicles, 
we will have an auction day.  All 
vehicles donated are tax deductible 
to the fullest extent.  We ask that 
they be in good shape and road 
worthy.  Any make, model or year.  
We have volunteers that can pick 

them up.  Please ask your friends, family and relatives; this 
fundraising idea has a huge potential.   

Contact Jill or Jim at 262-736-9386 here at the Sanctuary. 

A 
re you looking for a way to help the sanctuary financially, 

but don’t know how? VOTK now accepts PayPal!  

PayPal is a secure internet-based way to send and receive money. All 

you need is an email address and a credit card. Anyone can use PayPal 

to buy gift shop items, buy or renew memberships, or donate money 

to the sanctuary. 

To use PayPal, simply log onto www.paypal.com. You will have to 

set up your own personal PayPal account (it’s free), then click on “send 

money”. Enter our email address info@votk.org for general contribu-

tions to VOTK. If you send us a donation, please indicate whether 

it is for our general fund or a specific project.  Enter the amount 

you wish to send. You can pay either with a credit card or checking 

account. 

The sanctuary will then get an email, informing 

them of your donation. It’s a quick and easy 

way to make a difference to the sanctuary, 

even if you can’t make it up to see us every 

weekend!! 

If you write us a check for a donation, 

please note on the check whether it is for 

our moving fund or for general fund. 

HELP US TO GIVE THE ANIMALS ALL THEY 

DESERVE AND MORE BY CREATING A SAFE 

HAVEN AND TRUE SANCTUARY FOR ALL ETERNITY. 

A Special Thank You goes 
out to Sue Orlowitz for do-
nation of a beautiful swim-
ming tank for Vinnie the 
bear.  

A Special Thank you goes 
out to Ann Ryan for a one 
woman campaign to raise 
funds for two pools.  One 
for Seava and the other for 
Zipper.  Thank you to all 
who contributed. 

Special Thank-You’s 
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O 
ur beloved Samantha 
lost her long battle to 
cancer August 12th 

and we humanely put her to sleep 
as she was surrounded by dedi-
cated volunteers.  It was difficult 

for everyone but we all knew it 
was the right thing to do.  She sat 
up and chuffed at me as I sat next 
to her and gently scratched her.  
She then put her paw on Jims 
knee to bid us both a sweet fare-
well.  

It never gets any easier and at 
times I find myself stuck in the 
80's when they were all young and 
healthy.  Yet I still grieve and miss 
all our 4-legged loved ones as if it 
were yesterday.  It is difficult 
watching our beloved animals 
grow old and feeble, and yet we 
take great comfort in knowing 
they were never exploited, 
unloved or mistreated in any  way.  
All are loved beyond measure and 
all are treated the way we would 
want to be treated to the very end.    

Samantha was seized by Illinois 
Animal Control when she was six 
months old and sent to us.  Her 
owner had a HUGE ego and 

would flash wads of cash when-
ever he came to see her, yet never 
donated a penny toward Saman-
tha's care.  He drove a fancy new 
'Vette each time we saw him and 
appeared extremely arrogant dur-

ing each 
visit.  
Samantha 
suffered 
from se-
vere rick-
ets and 
had all 
four of 
her legs 
broken at 
the 
growth 
plates 
from 
jumping 

to and from his former owner's 
car.  Her previous diet was inade-
quate and she was fed no supple-
ments or calcium while in his care.  
The cost of these items, at that 
time, would 
have amounted 
to 30 cents a 
day!  She also 
had fractures in 
her spine and 
was severely 
stunted due to 
lack of nutri-
ents.  Her legs 
could not grow 
properly be-
cause of the 
breaks in her 
growth plates 
and Samantha 
remained very short in stature.  
Later in life her hips and legs gave 
her problems but we helped her 
out with non-steroidal anti-
inflammatory medications.  Her 

cage mate of 18 years, Zipper, 
catered to her every whim and 
now misses his beloved lady with 
all his heart.  We are hoping to 
pair Seava with Zipper, but uncer-
tain if Seava will accept a senior 
citizen.  We have tried to pair her 
with Obie and Tia without suc-
cess.   

Samantha's memory will live on in 
all our hearts and her sweet per-
sonality and soft energy will al-
ways remain with me.  She was 
such a special light in this world 
and touched more lives than I 
could count in the 18 years she 
spent with us.  We have a few oth-
ers that are suffering from cancer 
and like Samantha their time will 
come soon.   

It is the end of an era for us with 
the seniors in our care, but at the 
same time opens doors for us to 
make room for more.  Our hearts 
will go on to love others and they 
in turn will give all the love they 
can in return for saving them.   

Samantha, we love you & miss 
you so very, very much.                            

Jill, Jim, Volunteers and Zipper  

In Memory of  Samantha: 12/18/1991 - 8/12/2009 
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W 
hat in your life 
has moved you 
to tears, to want 

to be part of something worth-
while, or tugged at your heart 
strings.  Many things we face in 
life can be 
challeng-
ing, open-
ing our 
hearts and 
allowing 
us to be-
come the 
people we 
were born 
to be.  We 
follow our 
hearts at 
the Sanc-
tuary and 
every day 
can be a 
mixed 
blessing 
from great 
happiness to intense sadness.  So 
many ask about the special ani-
mals that have touched our lives 
throughout the years, yet I find it 
still difficult to write about them.  
I am sharing a story about AJJA, 
the lion, in this newsletter and 
hope you enjoy. I will continue to 
share past stories in future issues 
of our Pug Marks.                                                            

AJJA came to us when he was six 
months old from a roadside zoo 
in Batavia, Illinois.  His former 
owner is currently serving a 
lengthy prison term for trying to 
kill his girlfriend’s husband.  AJJA 
was an African Lion and was as 
sweet as the day was long.  He 
had two retained testicles that had 
to be removed and was mildly 
mentally impaired.  He lived with 

Nook, our Liger, and were bud-
dies for quite some time.  He also 
lived with Chaucer the final years 
of his life.  AJJA loved to be in 
the house and lived to be cuddled.  
He never had a bad day or foul 

mood and was al-
ways happy to see 
anyone who would 
share his space.  
AJJA grew into a 
huge 750 pound 
sweetheart and all 
was well with the 
world.  Until we 
noticed a steady 
decline in his health 
a few years later.   

AJJA lost his appe-
tite, which was not 
like him.  Blood 
work did not reveal 
anything out of the 
ordinary and we 
were frustrated.  Dr 

Rudawski helped him out with 
supportive therapy and medica-
tions over the following years.  He 
would have periods where he was 
great and then other times he 
would go downhill.  During his 
worst times I would give him his 
fluids under the 
skin and medica-
tions in ground 
turkey.  He al-
ways took food 
for me and was 
so gentle.  AJJA 
would eat 20 
pounds a day and 
the last few 
weeks of his life 
he ate only if I 
hand fed him.   

On one particular day I went to 

give AJJA his medication and he 
took his paw and gently pushed 
my hand away like a nursing home 
patient would, then he sent me a 
strong message that it was time 
for him to go.  I sent him a mes-
sage back and said "AJJA, if this is 
truly in your heart then show me 
another sign, so I know in my 
heart its right".  With that he 
stood up and urinated blood.   

They say that "eyes are the win-
dow into the soul", and when 
AJJA laid back down, he touched 
my leg then looked up with his big 
brown eyes and sent me another 
message.  He said "Its okay, Its 
time".   I cried, cuddled and 
brushed him for awhile, then 
made that long sad walk to the 
house to call Dr Rudawski.   

I summoned volunteers who 
came and dug his grave that after-
noon and it was a long, hard tear-
filled day.  Dr Rudawski came 
after work that night and I felt 
bad because we found out that 
day was his wedding anniversary!  
We all sat around brushing and 
loving AJJA; he was sitting like 
the sphinx and very comfortable 

(Continued on page 6) 

What touches your life most?  
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In Memory of our beloved cat 
Vegas.   
Sue and Chris Incognou                 
Hillsdale, N.J.                                                                  

In beloved Memory of my hus-
band, John Horsley.  He en-
joyed talking and walking 
among and feeding our friends. 
Always dear, always near.  
Kae Horsley                                                                      

 In Beloved Memory of Grant 
Collins.  
Fern and Tom Ramirez                    
Fond Du Lac, Wisconsin                                                           

 In Memory of my Beloved 
black Buda kitty and his 
brother Pest. They were two of 
the finest Egyptian Temple cats 
in all of Chicago.                     
Carol Meyer 
Hinsdale, Illinois                                                             

 To honor the Memory of a 
loving and beloved husband, 
father, grandfather and friend---
John Horsley.  
Mr and Mrs Wm Kopp                      
Rolling Meadows, Illinois                                                        

 In Memory of Max, beloved 
cat of Sue and Bill Tucker.                                                                     

 In Memory of Rascal, beloved 
cat of Lynne and Dale Town-

I n  M e m o r y  o f  .  .  .

send.                                                       

 In Memory of our beloved 
Schnauzer, "Angel Baby".  So 
very dear and missed beyond 
any words that could describe 
all the joy and love this little 
dog gave to us and everyone 
who met this precious spirit.  
June 1998-June 2009.  Forever 
in our hearts and dearly missed 
for all eternity,  
Jill, Jim and all her animal 

friends                                             

In Memory of our beloved crip-
pled red and white Holstein 
steer "How Now".  Dumped 
alive outside our gates nine 
years ago barely alive with a 
twisted spine.  How Now sur-
vived and thrived at the Sanctu-
ary.  He is sadly missed by 
many, especially his buddy 
Monty.                                                

In Memory of the Colonel,  a 
beautiful little bantam rooster 
who had the run of the farm for 
many years.  We miss him turn-
ing his head sideways and look-
ing up at us as we talked to and 
fed him.  He was so cute fol-
lowing his hens around and we 
loved his feathered feet!  

with his decision.  Even though 
it broke all our hearts, we also 
knew it was time to let our pre-
cious boy go.  When AJJA 
crossed over Rainbow Bridge, 
he had a huge smile on his face, 
and I knew then loved ones 
come for our animal friends like 
they do us when its our time.  
We had Dr Rudawski post AJJA 
at graveside as I waited down at 
the barn.  We needed to know 
why we could not save our 
sweet lion.  Dr Rudawski 
brought me a small piece of 
AJJAs liver a short time later 
and said "You see this?  His 
liver is as hard as a rock.  AJJA 
lived on love until he could no 
longer survive.  It was truly "his 
time".  Our hearts were broken 
in two but we had peace in 
knowing the day’s events were 
meant to be.   

We discovered later that AJJA 
was fed meat from euthanized 
horses from the Naperville 
equine clinic which, in turn, 
caused his liver to slowly fail.  
The euthanasia drugs remain 
stored in the downed animal's 
liver and eventually will kill any 
animal that eats that meat.  
Blood work is inconclusive in 
large cats with liver failure and 
never could tell us how sick 
AJJA truly was. 

We miss this precious giant still 
today, even though it’s been 
many years past.  His dignity 
and grace in the end stays with 
me each time I visit his grave to 
this day.  I can still see Chaucer 
bringing him his dinner on his 
bad days and Nook making sure 
every inch of him was clean.  
AJJA had great 2 and 4-legged 
friends and family at the Sanc-

(Continued from page 5) 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Yes  
 I want to give a VOTK membership to a very 
special friend. 

   
I am enclosing $ _____ for: 

 _____ 6-month Membership(s) @ $60 each 

 _____ 6-month Family Membership(s) $75 

 _____ 1-year Membership(s) @ $120 each 

 _____ 1-year Family Membership(s) $150 

 _____ 6-month Senior Membership(s) @ $30 each 

 _____ 1-year Senior Membership(s) @ $60 each 

 _____ Please send a gift card to announce my gift. 

 
I am enclosing a tax-deductible donation of $_________ for ________________________________ 

Please mail this form, along with your check, to: 
 

VALLEY OF THE KINGS SANCTUARY  W7593 Townhall Road  Sharon, WI 53585-9728 

� Please check here if you require a receipt 

Valley of the Kings Sanctuary 

Gift to: 

Name: _______________________________ 

 

Address: _____________________________ 

 

City/State/Zip: ________________________ 

Gift from: 

Name: _______________________________ 

 

Address: _____________________________ 

 

City/State/Zip: ________________________ 

tuary and he will always be loved 
and forever missed.  

We hope the Sanctuary has 
touched your hearts as it has 
ours and brings a greater under-
standing to all of why we do 
what we do. Always follow your 
hearts and the rest of your life 
automatically falls into place. 

(Continued from page 6) 



We’re on the web! 

www.votk.org 

Sanctuary Visiting Hours:  

Saturdays and Sundays 1:30 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
 

Tours only at 2:00 and 4:00 Saturdays and Sundays. Workdays are every Satur-

day from 10:30 a.m. till 5:00 p.m. If you want to help make a difference in the 

lives of the animals, please consider joining our Construction Crew. For infor-

mation regarding construction projects or general volunteering opportunities, 

please contact the Sanctuary at 262-736-9386 

 

Sanctuary is closed on holidays. We are not open to the public. 

Members must have  valid membership card. 

(Sorry, we cannot accept new memberships at the gate.) 
 
Please note: There is a charge of $10 per person each time you visit with more than one guest.  
Additional single visit passes may be obtained by mail order only! 

W7593 Townhall Road 

Sharon, Wisconsin 53585-9728 

 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

VALLEY OF THE KINGS SANCTUARY 

& RETREAT  

Phone: 262-736-9386 

Email: info@votk.org 

Dedicated to the rescue and refuge of abused, 

abandoned, injured and retired exotic animals. 

Nonprofit Org 

US Postage 

Paid 

Sharon, WI 
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