
Happy New Year to all!  We 
are still scratching our heads 
wondering where 2008 
went.  It was a difficult year 
but we have all made it 
through somehow.  The eco-
nomic crisis in this country has 
us worried for the future of the 
Sanctuary.  It has become in-
creasingly difficult to make 
ends meet each month and for 
the first time in the history of 
the Sanctuary, the holiday sea-
son has left us short of funds. 
We have seen many hard times 
and hardships throughout the 
years but this by far is the 
worst.  I find myself constantly 
sending prayers to the heavens 
for our country and for people 
everywhere who are affected 
by the crisis we are all in. 
Please light a candle tonight 
and say a few prayers because 
there is tremendous power in 
prayer. Hold us dear in your 
prayers as well as in your hearts 
and let’s hope things turn 
around for everyone in 2009. 
Love and Xtra Big New Year 
Hugs,  
Jill, Jim and Animal 
Friends   

Sanctuary Update  
A new house was constructed 
for Roary, Mishka and Kivu by 
volunteers Randy, Bob, Joe, 
Kenny, Glenn, Nicole and 
Brett.  The old one of almost 
30 years was dismantled and a 
new wonderful one was con-
structed in the same 

place.  The three lions have 
desperately been in need of a 
new house for a long time and 
we were thrilled this necessary 
project was able to be com-
pleted before Christmas and 
the severe January cold.  Eve-
ryone has a warm winter bed 
and heated water buckets for a 
long winters nap thanks to our 
wonderful volunteers who go 
above and beyond to truly 
make a difference in the lives 
of all the animals.  Also, a spe-
cial thanks to Alan Maywald 
for helping us with our electric-
ity and inherent problems. 
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January/February 2009 

For every difference that 

makes us unique, there is a 

common thread which 

connects us all. We share the 

need for home and 

community, for love and 

respect.  May these common 

threads form a beautiful world 

in which all people of all 

cultures and all wildlife and 

animal creatures are 

respected and honored for 

what they are.   

Author Unknown 

submitted by Betty Carlson 
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Dear Jill, 
So many facilities have closed 
this year and the big cats are 
the most difficult to place. 
Keep up the good work you 
do.  I know how much work is 
involved and how difficult it is 
worrying about how to give the 
big cats a good life in captivity. 
Fondly,  
Gail Laviola  
Mena, Arkansas                   

Dear Jill and Jim,  
I just received the N/L and 
broke down in tears hearing 
about Ieshia.  I did not know 
and am so sorry for the 
loss.  She and Nook (and of 
course Togar) were my favor-
ites among my many favorites 
but I feel for your loss.  Your 
article was so beautifully writ-
ten and while tears fell from my 
eyes, so many tears have fallen 
from yours.  Knowing they are 

together, their spirits can give 
one peace but the loss is 

so difficult.  I wish we 
humans could better 

understand animal 
emotions, both 
with the larger 

mammals, as 
well as our own 

pets--they grieve 
the loss of their buddy and any 
other change in their 
lives.  They have emotions and 
feelings but you know that ever 
so well. Hugs to you and Jim 
and all at VOTK.  
Sue Bond 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 

(Continued on page 5) 

The printing of this newsletter 
was donated by the good folks at 

Vance Printing 

Beloit, Wisconsin 

608-362-2049 

In loving memory of  

Dennis Vance 

To have loved and then said 
farewell, is better than never to 
have loved at all.  For all of the 
times that you stooped and 
touched my head, fed me my 
favorite treat and returned the 
love I so unconditionally gave to 
you.  For the care that you gave 
to me so unselfishly.  For all of 
these things I am grateful and 
thankful.   

I ask that you not grieve for the 
loss, but rejoice in the fact that 
we lived, loved and touched each 
others’ lives. My life was fuller 
because you were there, not as a 
master/owner, but as my 
FRIEND. Today I am as I was 
in my youth. The grass is always 
green, butterflies flit among the 
flowers and the Sun shines gen-
tly down upon all of God's crea-
tures.  I can run, jump, play and 
do all of the things that I did in 
my youth.  There is no sickness, 
no aching joints and no regrets 
and no aging.  We await the arri-
val of our lifelong companions 
and know that togetherness is 
forever. You live in our hearts as 
we do in yours. Companions 
such as you are so rare and 
unique. Don't hold the love that 
you have within yourself.  Give it 
to another like me and then I will 
live forever.  For love never 
really dies, and you are loved and 
missed as surely as we are.    

“Your Pets in Heaven” 
by Ken D. Conover 

 

(Continued on page 5) 

In  M e m o ry  o f  . . .

Letters From 

Members 
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Donate your used vehicles 
We are looking for two and four wheel drive trucks, dump 
trucks, trailers (Gooseneck or pull behind), cars, boats, campers, 
RV’s, all-terrain vehicles, farm and lawn tractors any size to be 
donated to the Sanctuary to use or raise funds to help the ani-

mals.  If we receive enough vehicles, 
we will have an auction day.  All 
vehicles donated are tax deductible 
to the fullest extent.  We ask that 
they be in good shape and road 
worthy.  Any make, model or year.  
We have volunteers that can pick 

them up.  Please ask your friends, family and relatives; this 
fundraising idea has a huge potential.   

Contact Mary Bashford at 773-631-3142 or the Sanctuary at 
262-736-9386.                           

A 
re you looking for a way to help the sanctuary financially, 

but don’t know how? VOTK now accepts PayPal!  

PayPal is a secure internet-based way to send and receive money. All 

you need is an email address and a credit card. Anyone can use PayPal 

to buy gift shop items, buy or renew memberships, or donate money 

to the sanctuary. 

To use PayPal, simply log onto www.paypal.com. You will have to 

set up your own personal PayPal account (it’s free), then click on “send 

money”. Enter our email address info@votk.org for general contribu-

tions to VOTK or to donate to our  special moving and construc-

tion fund. Enter the amount you wish to send. You can pay either 

with a credit card or checking account. 

The sanctuary will then get an email, informing 

them of your donation. It’s a quick and easy way 

to make a difference to the sanctuary, even if 

you can’t make it up to see us every weekend!! 

If you write us a check for a donation, 

please note on the check whether it is for 

our moving fund or for general fund. 

HELP US TO GIVE THE ANIMALS ALL THEY 

DESERVE AND MORE BY CREATING A SAFE 

HAVEN AND TRUE SANCTUARY FOR ALL 

ETERNITY. 

The Sanctuary can now ac-
cept Visa, MasterCard and 
Discover.  We take major 
credit cards at the gift 
shop, over the phone for 
donations or membership, 
and at all fund raisers.  We 
are thrilled this service is 
now available to our mem-
bers and prospective mem-
bers.  
 

□ Master Card 

□ Visa 

□ Discover  

 
Card Number:  

□□□□ □□□□ 

□□□□ □□□□ 

 
___________________ 
Expiration Date 
 
________________________ 
Signature 
 
________________________ 
Name (printed) 
 
________________________ 
Address 
 
________________________ 
City/State/Zip 
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As a small child I was drawn to 
many kinds of animals both wild 
and domestic.  I was blessed to be 
raised in the country among 
horses, dogs and some wildlife.  I 
have few memories of my child-
hood but one remains very 
vivid.  My older sister Pat opened 
my world to the wonderful world 
of cats as a small child.  Pat 
brought home a young female cat 
who's name was "Mitsy".  My 
mother would not allow the cat to 
live indoors and Mitsy was ban-
ished immediately to the barn. 
Each day after school I would 
bring her a meal from the house 
and then snuggle in the hay with 
that precious little cat.  I was 7 or 
8 years old at the time and Mitsy 
was one of the highlights of my 
young life.   

One day after school I could not 
find her anywhere, she had disap-
peared and I remember searching 
frantically, well into the eve-
ning.  She reappeared a day later 
looking very beat up and her left 
rear leg dangled helplessly behind 
her.  My sister immediately took 
her to the vet and they set her 
broken leg in a cast. She stayed at 
the clinic a few days and I was 
beside myself waiting for her to 
come home. Upon her return, 
Mitsy started to recover nicely in a 
cardboard box next to my bed, 
much to my mother’s dis-
may.  She did quite well the first 
few days but back then all that 
was available were big clunky 
casts, not the 'fit to leg' styles of 
today.  Unfortunately, the cast fell 
off after a few days when the 
swelling went down and my 
mother took her back to the vet-
erinarian and had her eutha-

nized.  I cried myself to sleep 
many nights after that and I don't 
think you could have devastated a 
child more.  How I loved that 
little cat.  I can still see her soft 
gold eyes looking up at me and 
her perfect snowy white coat with 
dark tiger stripes.  She constantly 
loved to be petted and wanted my 
undivided attention and followed 
me everywhere.  Mitsy was my 
little angel and then was gone in 
the blink of an eye.   

We never had another cat after 
Mitsy and as I grew older, I never 
forgot her and always held her 
dear to my heart, always near.  I 
remember laying on the bed next 
to her when my mother told me 
she was taking her to be put to 
sleep and no amount of pleading 
or crying could have changed 
Mitsy's fate.  I shall never forget 
that precious little cat; because of 
Mitsy, cats are forever ingrained 
deep within my being.  It is inter-
esting not one family member is a 
cat person and none of them own 
one today.  I owe it all to that one 
special cat that touched my life 
forever, so many years ago.  Cats 
big and small, I love them all. Cats 
are so much a part of me and I 
am one with them 365 days a 
year. 

During the 80's the sanctuary was 
fortunate enough to be blessed 
with an old grandma leopard 
named "Venus" who was the ab-
solute love of my life.  In many 
ways she reminded me of Mitsy.  I 
believe animals come back to us 
over and over again throughout 
our lifetime and may take on dif-
ferent forms. Their spirit's only 
desire is to be with those who 

love them for all eternity. How 
many times have you lost a cher-
ished pet and have another enter 
your life that reminds you of the 
beloved animal you lost?  Man-
nerisms, knowing your routine, 
the way they play and your inter-
action with them are all so famil-
iar.  There are no coincidences in 
life, it is all part of the plan. We 
are all connected, both animal and 
human; we are all one. Things 
that happen to us in childhood 
shape our path in life regardless 
whether they are good or bad ex-
periences. The person I am today 
is a consequence of the animals 
that shaped my young life and I 
am blessed to have known and 
loved so many.  Little did I know 
Mitsy would continue be a part of 
my life today and through me her 
memory will always live on.  God 
bless little Mitsy today as I know 
she is never far away.  To the 
'Mitsy' in your life: know you’re 
not just seeing or feeling things; 
their presence and reincarnation 
are real.  Our beloved animals 
guide us each and every day. I 
shudder at the thought of what 
life would be like without them!    

Reflections of  Many a Year Past 



Page 5 THE PUG MARK 

In loving Memory of Mattie 
Kitten, A.K.A. Mattie the 
mouth.  I miss looking into your 
beautiful blue-violet eyes and 
telling me it’s time for kitten 
treats. I know you got pounced 
by R.J. as soon as he saw you; 
he’s been waiting.  Miss you 
both. 
Sue Rainer 
Waukesha, Wisconsin 

In beloved Memory of Katree. 
Beautiful black calico cat to-
gether again with my son Ed-
wardjohn Shumak, arms and 
paws united once more.  Both 
hearts will live on forever in the 
lives of many. Miss you, love you 
so very, very much. Special 
Thanks to Dr Chris and staff for 
taking excellent care of Katree in 
her final years. She was 28 years 
old.   

Jill, Jim and Animal 
friends            

 In Memory of Media, beloved 
dog of Karen and David 
Putman.  Media originally be-
longed to their son Ken who was 
killed in a car accident.  Media 
was with him and survived.  She 
brought them joy and a connec-
tion to their beloved son. 

Joan Jackman  
Deerfield, Illinois 

In memory of Leo, my beloved 
cat who just showed up at the 
door one day, sick and aban-
doned.  He is missed.       

Joan Jackman  
Deerfield, Illinois  

In Memory of two loved poo-
dles, Cricket and Button. 

Sonja Pluess 
Edgerton, Wisconsin 

In Memory (Continued from page 2) 

2009 VOTK Calendars 

 

There are still a few 2008 VOTK calendars left. 
Get your orders in now, before they’re all gone! 
You can purchase them from the VOTK gift shop 
for $20. Or send a check for $20 for each calen-
dar  (plus $4 for shipping/handling for the 1st cal-
endar + $1 for each additional calendar) to the 
Sanctuary.  
  
Send checks to  
Valley of the Kings Sanctuary    
W7593 Townhall Rd   Sharon, WI 53585 

Preview available at 
www.spokalendargirls.com/projects.html 

 

Remember — each calendar you purchase helps the animals.  

In these tough economic times 
people rally to help other people 
so help is available.  However, 
there are few advocates for the 
animals and if we don't help 
them, who will.  They rely on 
us.  You and the volunteers have 
seen to it that all who come to 
the Sanctuary will be safe, warm 
and loved. Bless all of you! 
Sonja Pluess 
Edgerton, Wisconsin  

Dear Jill and Jim 
It saddened my heart to hear of 
sweet Ieshia passing.  She and I 
would sit and purr together.  I 
would speak of her as such a 
sweet loving tiger-which most 
people cannot comprehend.. And 
so new tigers arrive and life goes 
on.  Love and blessings to you all, 
Kelly Bullock  
South Barrington, Illinois 

Letters (Continued from page 2) 
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Animal Updates 

Many of you know which tiger little 
'Kashie' is.  She will be eight years 
old in the Spring and is at this writ-
ing very ill. Last spring we tried to 
put Kashie with Ieshia as a buddy 
and it was not meant to be.  Kashie 
could not get over her fear of the 
Lions being so close and we were 
forced to move her back into her 
old enclosure.  We thought Ieshia 
may have bitten her under the left 
arm and were treating her for an 
abscess with antibiotics. It drained 
and looked normal then refilled 
again. It was not warm enough to 
tranquilize her (big cats do not re-
cover from anesthesia in cold 
weather) and we waited for the 
weather opportunity to do so. Ka-
shie remained on antibiotics to pre-
vent the infection from going else-
where in the body.  The weather 
finally broke and we took her to see 
Dr. Rudawski at the Fox Lake Ani-
mal Clinic.  What we thought was 
an abscess turned out to be a nine 
pound tumor that was tucked up 
under her arm and attached to her 
rib cage. No one realized how large 
the tumor was until she was tran-
quilized. We were all in disbe-
lief.  The tumor was fed by over 40 
blood vessels and Dr Rudawski felt 
in his heart that the tumor was can-
cerous.  Surgery took hours and 
little Kashie's recovery was un-
eventful.  Samples were sent out to 
the lab and we patiently awaited the 
results. The results were an 
'unknown' the first time they came 
back and Dr Rudawski sent samples 
out a second time. The second bi-
opsy result came back as a benign 
granuluoma.  We jumped for joy 
and everyone was elated.  Months 
passed and Kashie showed no sign 
of illness until mid November.  She 
appeared to have a respiratory in-
fection and we immediately put her 
on antibiotics with absolutely no 
results.  We added another antibi-

otic and she continued to 
worsen,  Kashie does have cancer, 
even though the tissue came back 
benign there had to have been can-
cer cells deep within. She doesn't 
have a clue she is sick and scratches 
her feet on her house and plays 
with her toys.  Her breathing is im-
paired and we wait and watch until 
it is time for us to let our beloved 
little tiger pass.  Dr Rudawski has 
her on Lasix (to remove excess 
fluid) and antibiotics to prevent her 
from going into pneumonia.  It has 
bought our precious girl more time 
but how much only the man up-
stairs knows.  Please keep her in 
your prayers and if you visit in the 
near future be sure to visit her and 
bring an extra treat.  Kashie's spon-
sor, Tracy Haymaker, has been 
bringing her special food and toys. 
We are all spoiling her for the time 
she has left and we pray it will be a 
while yet.                         

In Memory of Misty 

Misty the Cougar, that we brought 
from Missouri in the Spring of 08', 
had been very sick for the past 
month. She had been doing great 
the first few months then showed 
signs of an autoimmune issue with 
hair loss and redness under her 
arms. We put her on autoimmune 
stimulants and antibiotics and she 
improved overnight.  The redness 
disappeared and her hair grew back 
and she once again became a play-
ful, naughty and healthy Cou-
gar.  We moved Misty to the house 
to be with Too Boo, the lonesome 
Cougar, and all went well.  Misty 
was not thrilled about him but he 
sure was in love with her.  Boo fol-
lowed her wherever she went.  He 
laid less than a foot from her and 
wanted only to be near. If Misty 
went outside, he went outside.  Boo 
carried his food over by her to eat 
each day and watched over her con-
stantly.  Misty's autoimmune issue 
reared its ugly head once more mid 

November and this time was back 
with a vengeance.  We attempted to 
bring it under control but were un-
able to. Misty did not respond to 
any therapy and her downhill spiral 
was very quick.  She was such a 
love bug and did not harbor one 
mean bone in her body.  She al-
lowed me to give her daily shots 
and hand feed her pills.  Misty 
purred and purred when I scratched 
her all over and it is extremely diffi-
cult to think about her not being 
with us any longer.  Misty quietly 
passed away in her sleep early in 
the morning of December 26th.  A 
couple days before Misty died, I 
had my cell phone on speaker so 
she could hear her old owner's 
voice.  She chirped and was looking 
all over for him.  Mike tried to 
make it to the Sanctuary before 
Misty's passing but it wasn't meant 
to be. We had Misty's remains re-
turned to Mike, her former owner, 
because that’s where she needs to 
be.  We Thank Mike and Misty for 
the honor of knowing them both 
and coming into our lives and the 
precious time Misty had with us. 
She is missed and forever loved.  

In Memory of Coco Muffy 

On Christmas Eve Dr Rudawski 
put our beloved Himalayan, Coco 
Muffy to sleep.  She had cardio-
myopathy and did not respond to 
medications or supportive therapy.  
We had Coco Muffy for 12 years 
and was an adult rescue when she 
came into our lives so we don't 
know exactly how old she was.  
Coco Muffy was a total couch po-
tato and loved to eat and sleep. Her 
purr could barely be heard but she 
had a soft little soul and loved to be 
cuddled.  We miss our little girl and 
it was a difficult holiday season with 
her passing and Misty's illness and 
passing. 
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Items Needed for Winter 
 
We are once again in need of 
blankets, blankets and more 
blankets.  Many of the animals 
are very appreciative of fresh 
fluffy blankets for their dens 
and houses.  They insulate and 
keep them warm and snuggly.  It 
would be impossible for us to 
get through the winter without 
donations of these much needed 
blankets.  Thanks!  

Thank you to Dr Hashim and Family for a wonderful thanksgiving 
feast in honor of the volunteers, November 23rd.  It was a wonderful 
day and everyone thoroughly enjoyed the surprise luncheon.  Our 
heartfelt "Thank you!" to this wonderful family who also sponsors 
Kubwa the tiger.!        

Some Very Special Thank-You’s 

Yes  
 I want to give a VOTK membership to a very 
special friend. 

   
I am enclosing $ _____ for: 

 _____ 6-month Membership(s) @ $60 each 

 _____ 6-month Family Membership(s) $75 

 _____ 1-year Membership(s) @ $120 each 

 _____ 1-year Family Membership(s) $150 

 _____ 6-month Senior Membership(s) @ $30 each 

 _____ 1-year Senior Membership(s) @ $60 each 

 _____ Please send a gift card to announce my gift. 

 
I am enclosing a tax-deductible donation of $_________ for ________________________________ 

Please mail this form, along with your check, to: 
 

VALLEY OF THE KINGS SANCTUARY  W7593 Townhall Road  Sharon, WI 53585-9728 

� Please check here if you require a receipt 

Valley of the Kings Sanctuary 

Gift to: 

Name: _______________________________ 

 

Address: _____________________________ 

 

City/State/Zip: ________________________ 

Gift from: 

Name: _______________________________ 

 

Address: _____________________________ 

 

City/State/Zip: ________________________ 



We’re on the web! 

www.votk.org 

Sanctuary Visiting Hours:  

Saturdays and Sundays 1:30 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
 

Tours only at 2:00 and 4:00 Saturdays and Sundays. Workdays are every Satur-

day from 10:30 a.m. till 5:00 p.m. If you want to help make a difference in the 

lives of the animals, please consider joining our Construction Crew. For infor-

mation regarding construction projects or general volunteering opportunities, 

please contact the Sanctuary at 262-736-9386 

 

Sanctuary is closed on holidays. We are not open to the public. 

Members must have  valid membership card. 

(Sorry, we cannot accept new memberships at the gate.) 
 
Please note: There is a charge of $10 per person each time you visit with more than one guest.  
Additional single visit passes may be obtained by mail order only! 

W7593 Townhall Road 

Sharon, Wisconsin 53585-9728 

 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

VALLEY OF THE KINGS SANCTUARY 

& RETREAT  

Phone: 262-736-9386 

Fax: 262-736-2020 

Email: info@votk.org 

Dedicated to the rescue and refuge of abused, 

abandoned, injured and retired exotic animals. 
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