
I 
t has been an ex-
tremely fast-moving 
Spring for us at the 

Sanctuary.  We have been busy 
with winter clean up and prepar-
ing things for summer.  Winter 
buckets have been removed and 
replaced with non-heated 
ones.  All the windbreaks have 
been dismantled and put 
away.  We're tempted to leave 

winter things alone the year round 
as unpredictable as seasonal 
changes can be.  We have had 
strong storms in our area but have 
been blessed with no damage.  

We have added a second squeeze 
pen to the three brothers’ enclo-
sure.  Three new portable sheds 
have been built and delivered, one 
will be a meat barn to defrost 
things in the winter and the other 
two are shelters for our hoofed 
stock.  We had twenty 9-gauge 
10x10' panels built for new enclo-
sures and construction will start 
within the month.  This has been 
a very  busy year so far and does-
n't show any sign of slowing 
down but that is a good thing.  A 
lot of exciting changes and a few 
new volunteers have been a wel-

come sight.  We wish everyone a 
blessed and safe summer. 

Jill, Jim and Animal Friends     

 

Justice update  

Justice, the Tennessee Walker, 
went to the University of Madison 
Veterinary School to have his eyes 
checked April 14th.  He is such a 

kind gentle horse and 
took everything in 
stride.  It was determined 
his vision loss is due to 
an old injury and still has 
some sight left.  They 
were unable to help him 
as we had hoped but he 
will continue to have a 
quality life with the other 
horses at the Sanctuary 
and we expect him to be 
around a long time.  Giv-
ing animals a second 

chance is what it is all about.  Go-
ing the extra mile for an animal in 
need is a small price if it can add 
years of quality life.  Justice will 
remain a permanent resident at 
VOTK, so next time you visit, 
please bring this sweet animal and 
his friends some carrots and ap-
ples to enjoy.  
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Unless otherwise noted, all photo-

graphs in this issue were taken by 

Chris Block. 
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Please accept this donation in 
honor of Don Edwards, a past 
volunteer at your Sanctuary.  Al-
though my Dad was in a nursing 
home the past 3.5 years, I read 
him your newsletters and showed 
him the pictures.  He always 
seemed very interested.  My 
daughter and I visited your place 
over 10 years ago and we still re-
member how wonderful it 
is.  You should be proud of the 
work you do. God bless you, your 
animals and your volunteers!  
Sincerely, Lauren Tvrdik and 
Family 

To all the wonderful folks at 
VOTK: 
Thanks for all you do, not only 
for the critters, but to make this 
world a kinder, better place for all 
of us.  With love and appreciation, 
Chris Bosetti and 7th Grade 
class of South Milwaukee Mid-

dle School           

Jill & Jim,  
I just want to let you know the 
work you do and the sacrifices 
you make on a daily basis are truly 
appreciated.  The few times I have 
been able to visit the Sanctuary 
have been the most moving ex-
periences in my life.  I look for-
ward to visiting on a more regular 
basis but until that time, I hope 
this small gift will help make your 
winter as well as the animal's win-
ter a little more bearable. Thank 
you for all you do! 
Sally Cycholl-Paterson            

  

Dear Jill & Jim,  
I read your latest newsletter and 
was struck--once again--with the 
extent of your efforts on behalf of 
so many deserving animals.  It 

must be both rewarding and at 
times discouraging.  I have it from 
good sources, however, that all 
you'll have to do to gain entrance 
to heaven is tell St. Peter what you 
did for your life's work.  Auto-
matic admission!  Keep up the 
good work 
Best Wishes,  
Dr Dean D. Manning    

  

Dear Jill, Jim, et al, 
Words can't begin to express how 
very, VERY much I admire you 
for the wonderful work you do.  I 
do believe there are angels among 
us on Earth and you certainly are 
one of them.  May God continue 
to bless you and your "critters"! 
Love, hugs and prayers galore, 
Pat Benson                        

  

Dear Jill and Jim,  
Words can't adequately express 
my appreciation to you for accept-
ing the otherwise doomed shelter 
bunnies into your beautiful sanc-
tuary.  The sight of a young rabbit 
who has lived his entire life con-
fined to a tiny cage leaping and 
playing for the first time will stay 
with me forever.  So will the im-
age of the two big rabbits in the 
cemetery contently munching 
grass with the sun on their 
backs.  A special thanks to all the 
warm and friendly people I met, 
especially Mary, who graciously 
took time out of her busy sched-
ule to show me around.  If there's 
ever something I can do to help 
let me know.  
T.Phillips 
Little Pink Hands Small Ani-
mal Rescue  

Dear Jill, 
Your words about grief and our 
own connections with "those on 
the other side" are comforting.  I 
have experienced it also. 
Love,  
Janann Winburn       

The printing of this newsletter 
was donated by the good folks at 

Vance Printing 

Beloit, Wisconsin 

608-362-2049 

In loving memory of  

Dennis Vance 

Letters From Our Members 
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Donate your used vehicles 
We are looking for two and four wheel drive trucks, dump 
trucks, trailers (Gooseneck or pull behind), cars, boats, campers, 
RV’s, all-terrain vehicles, farm and lawn tractors any size to be 
donated to the Sanctuary to use or raise funds to help the ani-

mals.  If we receive enough vehicles, 
we will have an auction day.  All 
vehicles donated are tax deductible 
to the fullest extent.  We ask that 
they be in good shape and road 
worthy.  Any make, model or year.  
We have volunteers that can pick 

them up.  Please ask your friends, family and relatives; this 
fundraising idea has a huge potential.   

Contact Mary Bashford at 773-631-3142 or the Sanctuary at 
262-736-9386.                           

A 
re you looking for a way to help the sanctuary financially, 

but don’t know how? VOTK now accepts PayPal!  

PayPal is a secure internet-based way to send and receive money. All 

you need is an email address and a credit card. Anyone can use PayPal 

to buy gift shop items, buy or renew memberships, or donate money 

to the sanctuary. 

To use PayPal, simply log onto www.paypal.com. You will have to 

set up your own personal PayPal account (it’s free), then click on “send 

money”. Enter our email address info@votk.org for general contribu-

tions to VOTK or to donate to our  special moving and construc-

tion fund. Enter the amount you wish to send. You can pay either 

with a credit card or checking account. 

The sanctuary will then get an email, informing 

them of your donation. It’s a quick and easy way 

to make a difference to the sanctuary, even if 

you can’t make it up to see us every weekend!! 

If you write us a check for a donation, 

please note on the check whether it is for 

our moving fund or for general fund. 

HELP US TO GIVE THE ANIMALS ALL THEY 

DESERVE AND MORE BY CREATING A SAFE 

HAVEN AND TRUE SANCTUARY FOR ALL 

ETERNITY. 

The Sanctuary can now ac-
cept Visa, MasterCard and 
American Express.  We take 
major credit cards at the 
gift shop, over the phone 
for donations or member-
ship, and at all fund raisers.  
We are thrilled this service 
is now available to our 
members and prospective 
members.  
 

□ Master Card 

□ Visa 

□ American Express 

□ Discover  

 
Card Number:  

□□□□ □□□□ 

□□□□ □□□□ 

 
___________________ 
Expiration Date 
 
________________________ 
Signature 
 
________________________ 
Name (printed) 
 
________________________ 
Address 
 
________________________ 
City/State/Zip 
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Kokie Joe 

Kokie Joe was humanely put to 
sleep March 19th.  He was in end 
stage renal failure and also had 
Cancer.  Kokie had a great life 
with us and was one of the favor-
ites among the volunteers.  He 
was 50% each Bengal and Siberian 
tiger.  In his prime he topped the 
1,200lb range and loved people.   

Kokie came to 
us in the Spring 
of 1988 and 
was four  years 
old.  He was 
from an animal 
acting studio 
who leased ani-
mals for com-

mercials and films.  Kokie was 
used in his younger years but as 
he got older became unsuit-
able.  They housed him in a four 
horse stock trailer which he called 
home for more than a year.  We 
received a call from the owner 
wanting to place him with us as he 
could find nowhere for him to 
go.  Other agencies did not want 
him because he was too old and 
no longer manageable.  We agreed 
to take him and made immediate 
room for his arrival.   

Kokie Joe made his way to us two 
days after we talked to the owner. 
The owner drove in with his 
trailer and when I peeked inside I 
saw a very emaciated tiger. It was 
late June and he was still in a long 
thick winter coat.  He was scruffy 
and uncared for and it was obvi-
ous he had not seen a decent meal 
in a long, long time.  It made us 
sick and very angry.  The individ-
ual was extremely impatient to 
unload Kokie and demanded 

some one hurry up (in a very ob-
noxious way) so he could unload 
and get the “blankety-blank” out 
of there. 

Kokie thrived with us and soon 
was an incredible sight to behold. 
He gained several hundred 
pounds in a few months and all he 
wanted to do was play.  He loved 
boomer balls, his summer pool 
and lived for scratches.  We paired 
him with Socrates and they lived 
together for many years.  Kokie 
and Socks occasionally didn't play 
by the rules and had to have time 
out in separate areas until they 
could play nice.   

As Kokie aged he demanded 
more affection and called out for 
undivided attention from anyone 
who would come his way.  His 
passing was a tremendous loss for 
all of us who loved this majestic 
individual.  It doesn't matter how 
prepared you think you may be 
for death, you never truly are. The 
void and overwhelming loss is 
always devastating.  Kokie Joe is 
now in a better place, surrounded 
by all who have gone before him 
and he will always be remembered 
and held dear by all of us. 

Jet 

Jet, one of our wolf hybrids, was 
humanely put to sleep the same 
day as Kokie Joe.  She had an in-
operable tumor in her spine and 
she slowly lost control of her 
hindquarters. She reached a point 
of no return the day we let Kokie 
go and her fate was sealed.  Jet 
was from a small dog and cat res-
cue in Illinois and they could not 
adopt her out with a splash of 
wolf in her.  Jet lived with Bullet 

for many years and she always 
ruled the roost.  Bullet misses his 
companion but understood the 
reason we had to let her go.  He 
knew she 
was fail-
ing and 
watched 
over her 
intently 
each and 
every-
day.  If 
we res-
cue an older female hybrid he will 
have another companion as Bullet 
is up in years and cannot handle a 
friend with a lot of energy.  

Sheba 

We have lost yet another VOTK 
resident and these losses are really 
taking a toll on all of us. Sheba 
was a cougar that lived with Boo 
Boo in the area of the wolf hy-
brids.  Sheba's health had been 
failing over a short period of time 
and her condition was not treat-
able.She had liver failure.  We hu-
manely put her to sleep May 5th. 
She decided the day would be 
hers and we honored her re-
quest.  She had a huge appetite 
right up to the day before we put 
her to sleep but continued to de-
teriorate and not put on weight. 

Sheba was never a cat we could 
handle and not the easiest animal 
to work with.  She was an individ-
ual who liked her own space and 
not a people cat. As her body 
continued to fail she actually came 
a few times to be scratched by her 
caregivers. We are grateful she 
allowed a little pampering toward 

(Continued on page 5) 

In Memory of  recent losses at VOTK 



the end; it was her way of saying 
Thank-you.  

Sheba came in six years ago from 
an individual who did not have 
any permits. She lived in his base-

ment and 
had never 
seen the 
light of 
day. I can 
still see 
the first 
memory I 
have of 
her, upon 

her arrival, of looking up into the 
sky with great intent at a plane. It 
was obvious it was the first time 
she had ever seen one.  We never 
knew the extent of Sheba's 
stunted behavior patterns caused 
by her owner's negligence to her 
needs. Her emotional and physi-
cal well being were always in high 
levels of anticipated anxiety. She 
had a very bad limp from earlier 
abuse as well and we always sus-
pected a large healed fracture. 
Sheba is free from her past tor-
ment and we hope the last six 
years of her life brought some 
inner peace and happiness she 
never seemed able to allow her-
self. 

Homie 

Homie was a very ancient 
Golden Jungle cat.  The incredi-
ble thing about Homie is he was 
31 years old!  Old age caught up 
with him this past winter and he 
had slowed considerably a few 
weeks before his demise.  He 
always ate a good meal and loved 
to soak up the sun. He and his 
sister Kimba came to the Sanctu-
ary back in the mid 70's from a 
Sanctuary in N.J. who could not 
handle them. He lived in the 

house with us this past winter 
and started to grow frail around 
the New Year.  It took him 
longer to eat his dinners yet never 
lost his appetite. Through the 
years he had almost all his teeth 
removed and had only a few left.  

Very late Spring he went back 
into his outdoor enclosure and 
enjoyed sunning himself each 
day.  I will always remember him 
sound asleep on his back with all 
four legs up in the air.  He was a 
cherished old man and we miss 
him dearly. Neither one of them 
ever gave us a moment’s prob-
lem, even though Homie and 
Kimba were never handleable, 
both were as feral as two cats 
could possibly be.  Kimba died 
from heart failure last fall and 
Homie, who lived in the house 
this past winter, became very 
frail, had to be humanely put to 
sleep May 10th. We miss his 
presence terribly. They were in-
separable and we enjoyed watch-
ing them through the years. Our 
sadness turns into joy as both 
have earned the honor to cross 
'Rainbow Bridge' and live to-
gether for eternity. 

(Continued from page 4) 
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New Arrivals 

We took in 15 spayed and neu-
tered bunnies from a small ani-
mal rescue in the Chicago 
area.  The bunnies are thor-
oughly enjoying bunny town and 
most importantly, freedom.  It 
warms our hearts to walk the 
high compound with bunnies 
hopping alongside of us and to 
see others happily nibbling on 
fresh grass.  All the bunnies were 
purchased on a whim at pet 
stores more than likely for holi-
days.  When the novelty has 
worn off the lucky ones find 
their way to shelters, the unlucky 
others are released to fend for 
themselves and picked up by 
animal control agencies, hope-
fully before being hit by a vehi-
cle. We have taken in many bun-
nies throughout the years and 
have also placed many bunnies in 
forever homes with our dedi-
cated animal loving mem-
bers.                                            
     

Chester, the Wallaby  
Chester arrived May 18th from a 
family in Chicago who had him 
as a 
pet.  He 
was pur-
chased on 
the Inter-
net three 
years ago 
by the 
family.  A neighbor recently 
complained and Chester was 
soon looking for a new 
home.  We are grateful Chester 
found his way to us and we are 
currently looking for a friend so 
he is not alone. The family will 

(Continued on page 6) 
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In memory of my Mother, 
Patricia Gray, who passed away 
suddenly in January.  She loved 
to hear my stories about VOTK 
and see pictures of the animals. 
Stacy Zacher and Family        

In memory of my beloved father 
Padam Plasad.  He passed 
away 3-12-97.  He was an ardent 
animal lover and dedicated his 
life for prevention of cruelty to 
animals in India. 
Midu Bansal                            

In memory of my beloved Grand-
father, John Burton who passed 
away March 10th 2008.  He was 
a life long animal lover and we 
truly appreciate your kindness for 
our animal population. 
Jeffrey Melton and Family      

In loving memory of Flash, one of 
the sweetest Australian cattle 
dogs that ever was.  Flash lived 
to be 17 1/2 years old through 
the love and devotion of Syd and 
John Ryan.  Flash had a strong 
heart, the best attitude and loving 
personality and will always be 
remembered by those who loved 
him. 
Sandy Santoni                   

In Memory of Richard Keane       

In Memory of R.J. Kitty, a sweet 
blue eyed baby boy who waddled 
to the Rainbow Bridge into the 
arms of Aunt Phil who immedi-
ately flung you over her shoulder. 
Yup-you're in heaven! 
Love and miss you so very 
much,   
Sue Rainer 

In  M e m o ry  o f . . .

be up to visit their little friend 
from time to time and were very 
sad leaving him behind. 

Chester has been extremely well 
cared for and loved by this family 
but others are not so lucky.  Many 
buy unusual animals from the 
Internet and the breeders are 
more than happy to sell 
them. Cities, townships and states 
have bans on most exotics and do 
not want them in their jurisdic-
tions.  Castoffs are finding their 
way to animal control facilities 
and shelters.  These institutions 
are little equipped with the knowl-
edge to care for them and most 
are euthanized if suitable place-
ment cannot be found. This cycle 
will continue over and over again 
and the animals will continue to 
pay a high price for being unusual 
and in uneducated hands.  Laws 
will continue to be passed and 
continue to be broken without 
hefty fines for possession.  The 
best intentions are not good 
enough for wanting to own a un-
usual animal and finding a Veteri-
narian that will provide services 
for an illegal animal are few and 
far between.  If an emergency 
arises, it is usually a death sen-
tence or the seizure of that pet. 
Chester is cute and lovable and it 
is very easy to fall in love with a 
wallaby. We just wish people 
would obtain the necessary per-
mits to own any exotic before a 
purchase is made. It would also be 
nice to find out necessary require-
ments for caring for these crea-
tures so they won't suffer 
from  human ignorance.  Unfortu-
nately, the cycle will continue and 
in the end animals will always 
pay a hefty price for those who 
"Gotta Have It"! 

 

Misty the Cougar  
Memorial day weekend Jim and I 
drove just southwest of St Louis, 
Missouri to pick up "Misty" a nine 
year old cougar.  She has lived 
with her owner ever since she was 
a tiny cub and he loves her very 
much. Misty has never been 
abused in any way and was used in 
educational programs and 
talks.  Things changed in her 
owner’s life and he now has to do 
a great deal of traveling.  He felt it 
was unfair for his beloved cougar 
to be alone with a caretaker and 
not another cougar for a 
buddy.  When we lost Sheba we 
started a search for a suitable 
friend for Boo Boo.  He has been 
very sad losing his friend Sheba, 
as animals mourn just as we 
do.  We also have Too Boo up at 
the house and he desperately 
needed a friend as well.  We de-
cided to put Boo Boo in with 
Penny Two and they bonded im-
mediately.  Penny Two has never 
had a friend and 
we were surprised 
how much she 
enjoys one.  Too 
Boo at the house 
will go in with 
Misty as soon as 
she is comfort-
able with her sur-
roundings and the 
two should be 
well matched for companion-
ship.  Charlie will be thrilled when 
he gets the second half of his en-
closure back and we will have very 
happy animals in the end!  Misty is 
an absolute sweetheart and very 
outgoing!  It won't take much for 
everyone to fall in love with this 
precious girl.                    

All the new arrivals are available 
for sponsorship.    

(Continued from page 5) 
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Yes  
 I want to give a VOTK membership to a very 
special friend. 

   
I am enclosing $ _____ for: 

 _____ 6-month Membership(s) @ $60 each 

 _____ 6-month Family Membership(s) $75 

 _____ 1-year Membership(s) @ $120 each 

 _____ 1-year Family Membership(s) $150 

 _____ 6-month Senior Membership(s) @ $30 each 

 _____ 1-year Senior Membership(s) @ $60 each 

 _____ Please send a gift card to announce my gift. 

 
I am enclosing a tax-deductible donation of $_________ for ________________________________ 

Please mail this form, along with your check, to: 
 

VALLEY OF THE KINGS SANCTUARY  W7593 Townhall Road  Sharon, WI 53585-9728 
 

� Please check here if you require a receipt 

Valley of the Kings Sanctuary 

Gift to: 

Name: _______________________________ 

 

Address: _____________________________ 

 

City/State/Zip: ________________________ 

Gift from: 

Name: _______________________________ 

 

Address: _____________________________ 

 

City/State/Zip: ________________________ 

EVENTS COMING UP! 

Starting in June there will be a campfire for members the last Saturday of each month through Octo-
ber.  Dress for the elements, bring lawn chairs, blankets and a dish to pass.  We hope there will be a great 
turn out this year!  Remember, all children must have adult supervision at all times. 

We have the following motorcycle rides scheduled for this year: 
June 20th, Palatine H-D & H.O.G. members, 
August 24th, Smiles Motorcycle Group 
Sept. 20th, Woodstock H-D & Top Cats 
Sept. 21st, Lakeshore H-D Group.   

If your group would like to schedule a ride to benefit Valley of the Kings, please send an e-mail 
to info@votk.org for info.  Thanks for supporting VOTK. 

Note: There is a charge of $10 per person each time you visit with more than one guest.  Additional single 
visit passes may be obtained by mail order only! 



We’re on the web! 

www.votk.org 

Sanctuary Visiting Hours:  

Saturdays and Sundays 1:30 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
 

Tours only at 2:00 and 4:00 Saturdays and Sundays. Workdays are every 

Saturday from 10:30 a.m. till 5:00 p.m. If you want to help make a differ-

ence in the lives of the animals, please consider joining our Construction 

Crew. For information regarding construction projects or general volun-

teering opportunities, please contact the Sanctuary at 262-736-9386 

 
Sanctuary is closed on holidays. We are not open to the public. 

Members must have  valid membership card. 

(Sorry, we cannot accept new memberships at the gate.) 

W7593 Townhall Road 

Sharon, Wisconsin 53585-9728 

 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

VALLEY OF THE KINGS SANCTUARY 

& RETREAT  

Phone: 262-736-9386 

Fax: 262-736-2020 

Email: info@votk.org 

Dedicated to the rescue and refuge of abused, 

abandoned, injured and retired exotic animals. 
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