
S 
pecial Blessings to 
everyone this Holi-
day Season and 

New Year to come. It has been a 
fast moving year and we have ac-
complished many things that 
needed to be done. We will con-
tinue building throughout the 
Winter and are always in need of 
more helping hands. We have hit 
an all time low this year in the 
number of volunteers,surely due 
to the economy. The extra work-
load has been shifted toward our 
few weekend 
die hards. 
These wonder-
ful volunteers 
have been 
there for the 
animals 
through heat, 
rain, sleet and 
snow for many 
years. We 
honor and love 
them, as we could not continue 
our work without them. God 
Bless all our Volunteers! The New 
year will bring challenges for the 
Sanctuary due to the world finan-
cial crisis and we have cut corners 
with more cost-cutting to come. 
Angels to surround us and good 
people to support our cause is 
one of our prayers for 2009. Also 
sending prayers that will bring 
blessings and safe keeping to all 
who read this.           

Love and Xtra Big Hugs,          

Jill, Jim and Animal Friends 

Sanctuary Update            

More new changes have taken 
place over the last month. Once 
we moved Festus out of the main 

barn we took down his old area to 
be used for storage. The area in 
which we had housed doves in the 
main barn was turned into a sec-
ond room for Chaucer and Katia 
to enjoy as a bedroom. They love 
stretching out in fresh hay and are 
spending most of their time in the 
new room.   Pumpkin, Snickers 
and Kari have received a wonder-
ful new house and the old one has 
been torn down. Vince, Joe and 
the volunteers worked hard in a 
all day long marathon to complete 

this beautiful dou-
ble house. Ches-
ter, the Wallaby, 
has been moved 
to the main barn 
and has a heated 
area. Chester has 
an old white duck 
named "Hercules" 
to keep him com-
pany and the two 
snuggle together 

in the warm room.              

Dr Rudawski removed a tumor 
from Snickers last month and the 
biopsy came back benign. We 
were very happy for the good re-
port.           

Nook and Ieshia's old enclosure 
has been dismantled and is now 
being reconstructed with new 
panels for the anticipated arrival 
of two more white tigers. The 
volunteers have been burning the 
candle at both ends to get this 
project done and have been hav-
ing fun tearing things apart and 
rebuilding. There is much more to 
come and we’ll keep you posted. 
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Photographs in this issue by Chris 

Block, except where otherwise noted. 

Ieshia (photo by Kathy Piper) 
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Hi, just wanted to drop a line to 
all of you and tell you what a 
great time my family and I had 
today at your sanctuary and re-
treat. We are members and today 
was our first visit there. I had 
heard about Valley of The Kings 
from a co-worker who has been a 
member for almost ten years. I 
signed up for the family member-
ship and was curious as to what 
to expect. Though it was differ-
ent than a zoo, to which we were 
used to. We totally loved your 
place. My sons took over a hun-
dred pictures that we went 
through when we left and still felt 
the power of your sanctuary. A 
special thanks to Karen and Tif-
fany who guided us so thought-
fully through the animals. 
"WOW" is all we can say about 
the staff and animals you so lov-
ingly take care of. What a great 
place you have there and we are 
looking forward to visiting again! 
Thanks for offering a place that 
takes care of such special animals 
that we could enjoy! See you 
soon.  
Chris Moore and Family                              

  

Dear Jill,                

As a lifetime member, I enjoy 
your newsletters and put them 
aside to read later if I'm busy. I 
was going through a pile of greet-
ing cards from last year and 
found the newsletter about Yum-
mie's passing. The first time I 
visited the Sanctuary, I was told 
six times by volunteers that the 
bears like peanut butter and jelly 
sandwiches without crusts. At 
our next visit, my husband Glenn 
watched as the bears ate their 

crustless treats. (We both thought 
the volunteers were teasing us-
Wrong!) Glenn noted that I never 
made crustless sandwiches for 
him! If we were taking friends to 
the Sanctuary, they'd watch as I 
set up an assembly line for "bear 
sandwiches". Then they too mar-
veled at these wonderful crea-
tures munching their special 
treats. We are so sorry for your 
loss of Yummie. It's heart break-
ing to lose a furry friend as we 
animal lovers know. Our 
thoughts and Prayers are with 
you.  

Betty and Glenn Stuffers 

Questions from Members                                                         

How often do you fast the ani-
mals?       

The answer to that question is 
simple, we don't!  The animals 
are fed 365 days a year and we do 
not believe in fasting them.  It is 
common practice for zoos and 
other facilities to fast their ani-
mals 2 to 3 times a week.  Some 
give bones to gnaw on but it does 
not relieve their hunger pangs.  
We find this to be very sad, we 
eat every day and all animals 
should too!                                                      

How do you know the animals 
are warm enough?                                  

We are constantly checking the 
integrity of houses and repair as 
needed.  All the houses are dou-
ble insulated and are bedded deep 
with hay and wood shavings in 
the winter months.  It is not un-
usual for volunteers to disappear 
only to be found resting in soft 
hay in a lion or tiger den.                                                                       

(Continued on page 6) 

The printing of this newsletter 
was donated by the good folks at 

Vance Printing 

Beloit, Wisconsin 

608-362-2049 

In loving memory of  

Dennis Vance 

Letters From Members 
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Donate your used vehicles 
We are looking for two and four wheel drive trucks, dump 
trucks, trailers (Gooseneck or pull behind), cars, boats, campers, 
RV’s, all-terrain vehicles, farm and lawn tractors any size to be 
donated to the Sanctuary to use or raise funds to help the ani-

mals.  If we receive enough vehicles, 
we will have an auction day.  All 
vehicles donated are tax deductible 
to the fullest extent.  We ask that 
they be in good shape and road 
worthy.  Any make, model or year.  
We have volunteers that can pick 

them up.  Please ask your friends, family and relatives; this 
fundraising idea has a huge potential.   

Contact Mary Bashford at 773-631-3142 or the Sanctuary at 
262-736-9386.                           

A 
re you looking for a way to help the sanctuary financially, 

but don’t know how? VOTK now accepts PayPal!  

PayPal is a secure internet-based way to send and receive money. All 

you need is an email address and a credit card. Anyone can use PayPal 

to buy gift shop items, buy or renew memberships, or donate money 

to the sanctuary. 

To use PayPal, simply log onto www.paypal.com. You will have to 

set up your own personal PayPal account (it’s free), then click on “send 

money”. Enter our email address info@votk.org for general contribu-

tions to VOTK or to donate to our  special moving and construc-

tion fund. Enter the amount you wish to send. You can pay either 

with a credit card or checking account. 

The sanctuary will then get an email, informing 

them of your donation. It’s a quick and easy way 

to make a difference to the sanctuary, even if 

you can’t make it up to see us every weekend!! 

If you write us a check for a donation, 

please note on the check whether it is for 

our moving fund or for general fund. 

HELP US TO GIVE THE ANIMALS ALL THEY 

DESERVE AND MORE BY CREATING A SAFE 

HAVEN AND TRUE SANCTUARY FOR ALL 

ETERNITY. 

The Sanctuary can now ac-
cept Visa, MasterCard and 
Discover.  We take major 
credit cards at the gift 
shop, over the phone for 
donations or membership, 
and at all fund raisers.  We 
are thrilled this service is 
now available to our mem-
bers and prospective mem-
bers.  
 

□ Master Card 

□ Visa 

□ Discover  

 
Card Number:  

□□□□ □□□□ 

□□□□ □□□□ 

 
___________________ 
Expiration Date 
 
________________________ 
Signature 
 
________________________ 
Name (printed) 
 
________________________ 
Address 
 
________________________ 
City/State/Zip 
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I 
n the afternoon of 
October 6th, Ieshia 
died peacefully in her 

sleep from old age. Our little pre-
cious tiger is now with her be-
loved Nook, the Liger. They lived 
a long happy life together for 24 
years. On Labor Day, one year 
ago, we sadly put Nook to sleep 
from an old age illness and from 
that day Ieshia never stopped 
grieving. Each time we saw Ieshia 
she asked and searched us for her 
beloved friend. Homeopathy 
helped somewhat but her heart 
was always with her beloved 
Nook. Over the last few 
months Ieshia slowed consid-
erably and started having sei-
zures. Medication brought the 
seizures under control but she 
continued to age and slow very 
rapidly. During her last few days 
she was surrounded by those 
who loved her and we were 
praying she could have had a little 
more time, but it wasn't meant to 
be. Ieshia passed quietly and 
crossed over in the very same 
place she and Nook lay each day 
to sun themselves, always near, 
always dear. Ieshia and Nook 
were legends, irreplaceable by any 
standard. Thousands have had the 
honor to see, marvel and love 
them. They were the perfect cou-
ple who quietly grew old together, 
their souls now intertwined for all 
eternity. It is not the same with-
out them and we are slow to ac-
cept the change. As we walk past 
the enclosure tears still well and 
the pain of grief stings heavily, 
deep within our hearts. Ieshia was 
a blessing, never a mean bone in 
her little body and was always 
handle-able and lovable. When we 

have such a close bond with a 
beloved animal like Ieshia, the 
pain is magnified ten fold with the 
loss. Nook was the same way, a 
heart as big as the sea and we will 
never experience another as we 
have with both of these very spe-
cial spirits.  Ieshia came from a 
game farm in Northern Wisconsin 
when she was eight months old. 
She was used in photo opportuni-
ties with the public as a cub and 
then no longer wanted. When 
Ieshia was four months old she 

had a near death experience. On a 
trip back from a local exhibit, she 
jumped from the back of a mov-
ing trailer onto Hwy 12-18 in 
Madison, Wisconsin. This is a 
very busy six lane divided highway 
with no stop lights to slow traffic. 
A good Samaritan stopped and 
picked frightened baby Ieshia up 
from the side of the road and 
took her to the local zoo. There 
she was claimed by the owners 
and sadly returned to the Game 
farm. She injured her leg and 
spine in the fall and was left un-
treated by her owners which 
caused her problems throughout 
the years. When we first met 
Ieshia we were picking up an eld-
erly leopard at the same facility. 
Ieshia was thin, very small and 
under developed, suffering from 

malnutrition. She came right over 
to us and begged for attention 
and immediately wanted to go 
home with us. As we started to 
walk away she paced frantically 
and cried. The owner told us he 
needed to get "rid" of Ieshia and 
asked if we would also take her. 
The rest is history, little Ieshia 
spent the next 25 years at peace 
with us, never to be exploited or 
starved again. It was a very diffi-
cult day losing Ieshia and the trip 
to Midwest Cremation in 
Poynette, Wisconsin was an emo-
tional one. It rained all day and all 
I could think of was that the an-
gels were crying for our special 
angel. Tears fell like rain and I 
believe angels and loved ones can 
feel our pain from the other side. 
We are all connected in this life 
and into the next, and one day we 
will all return to the oneness for 
which most of us long. Our hearts 
will go on and the losses through 
the years will always and forever 
remain with us. Ieshia was a very, 
very special spirit and will be 
missed for a long time. I could 
feel Nooks presence the after-
noon Ieshia crossed over. He 
waited patiently for the love of his 
life and guided her to Rainbow 
Bridge. I envisioned them walking 
side by side, rubbing against each 
other, tails intertwined with hap-
piness and thanking the human 
friends they knew and loved 
throughout their lives. We com-
bined Nook and Iesha's ashes 
together in one large urn. Two 
very beloved spirits joined once 
more after a year of separation, 
this time bound together for eter-
nity, as it should and always will 
be.  

In Memory of  our Beautiful Ieshia 
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This has been a very difficult year 
for us with the loss of some pre-
cious VOTK animals. Many days 
have been filled with sadness by 
us and the volunteers without 
these familiar faces to greet us. 
The cats who have lost mates 
long for their beloved friends and 
it has been difficult watching 
them move on without them. We 
have two new arrivals that have 
volunteers and ourselves smiling 
once more: "Tia", an eight month 
old diluted Bengal tiger, and 

"Oxana", a 
beautiful 
four-year 
old white 
Bengal tiger. 
Both of 
these cats 
are loving, 
outgoing 

and extremely sweet. Tia is very 
precious and has an endearing 
personality that all will bond with 
instantly. She is a playful, happy 
go lucky baby and will eventually 
be a friend for Seava. Tia was 
rescued from an exhibit where 
you could get your picture taken 
with cubs. She was rescued by a 
wonderful man in Georgia who 
went the extra mile to save her.  
Oxana the white tiger is four 
years old and has never been 
abused or mistreated in anyway. 

Her owner needed to cut back on 
the number of animals in his care 
due to his age. She is snowy white 
with jet black stripes and abso-
lutely exquisite! Oxana is a friend 
for Socrates as he has not been 
himself since Kokie Joe's passing 
and we have been looking for a 
suitable friend. We welcome 
these two beautiful Tigers with 
open arms and know all who see 
them will embrace these two 
southern belles as we have. They 
will fill your hearts with gladness 
and we 
are 
thrilled to 
fill a void 
in the 
lives of 
Seava and 
Socrates.  

2009 VOTK Calendars 

 

The 2008 VOTK calendars have arrived and are 
selling like hotcakes. Get your orders in now, be-
fore they’re gone! You can purchase them from 
the VOTK gift shop for $20. Or send a check for 
$20 for each calendar  (plus $4 for ship-
ping/handling for the 1st calendar + $1 for each 
additional calendar) to the Sanctuary.  
  
Send checks to  
Valley of the Kings Sanctuary    
W7593 Townhall Rd   Sharon, WI 53585 

Preview available at 
www.spokalendargirls.com/projects.html 

 

Remember — each calendar you purchase helps the animals.  

New Arrivals 



Page 6 THE PUG MARK 

In loving memory of our two 
lost tinies.  We miss them badly.            
Mary and Steve Klinger                                                           

 

In Memory of "Nana'  
Donna Johnson                                                

  

In Memory of Jara. Thank you 
for giving him a home all these 
years. 
God Bless,  
Katherine Hert  

In  M e m o ry  o f . . .

We are once again in need of blankets, blankets and 
more blankets.  Many of the animals are very apprecia-
tive of fresh fluffy blankets for their dens and houses.  
They insulate and keep them warm and snuggly.  It would 
be impossible for us to get through the winter without 
donations of these much needed blankets.  Thanks!  

Items Needed for Winter 

Please consider giving stocks or bonds as a gift to the animals this 
holiday season.  The economy has taken a toll on the Sanctuary 
this year and your gift will make a huge difference in the lives of all 
the animals.  Contact information:                     

Raymond James Financial                  

Jack D. Simpson                          

759 N. Milwaukee  #101                   

Milwaukee, Wisconsin  532202             

1-800-242-1523                                                                   

  

Search and Give                                                                  

Microsoft Search helps Non-Profits with a charity program.                  
Visit www.searchandgive.com and click on "Sign In".  Every time 
you search the web your searches count.  Track your contributions 
on the "My Account" page and spread the word!  

A Very Special Thank-you to Billy Roberts who installed new car-
peting in our small exotics' cat enclosure for Bruno and Simba to 
enjoy!  Billy did an awesome job and the cats will enjoy it for many 
years to come.  Billy continues to do construction projects that have 
long been forgotten and he is truly a blessing! 

We would like to give a very special Thank You to our sponsors and 
members who go above and beyond each month and have made a 
huge difference in the lives of the animals!  Without these wonderful 
people we could not continue our work.  We receive no State or Fed-
eral funding and survive solely on donations and a handful of dedi-
cated volunteers.   

Thank You Everyone from the bottom of our hearts! 

Some Very Special Thank-You’s 

“Love and kindness are never 

wasted.  They always make a 

difference. They bless the one who 

receives them, and they bless you, 

the giver. 

 

Barbara de Angelis 

When you do presentations 

do you take any of the ani-
mals with you?      

Absolutely Not.  We do not 
believe in exploiting the animals 
in any manner.  When we do 
presentations we take a video, 
newsletters and pamphlets and 
educate people on why exotic 
animals are not pets. 

(Continued from page 2) 
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Yes  
 I want to give a VOTK membership to a very 
special friend. 

   
I am enclosing $ _____ for: 

 _____ 6-month Membership(s) @ $60 each 

 _____ 6-month Family Membership(s) $75 

 _____ 1-year Membership(s) @ $120 each 

 _____ 1-year Family Membership(s) $150 

 _____ 6-month Senior Membership(s) @ $30 each 

 _____ 1-year Senior Membership(s) @ $60 each 

 _____ Please send a gift card to announce my gift. 

 
I am enclosing a tax-deductible donation of $_________ for ________________________________ 

Please mail this form, along with your check, to: 
 

VALLEY OF THE KINGS SANCTUARY  W7593 Townhall Road  Sharon, WI 53585-9728 
 

� Please check here if you require a receipt 

Valley of the Kings Sanctuary 

Gift to: 

Name: _______________________________ 

 

Address: _____________________________ 

 

City/State/Zip: ________________________ 

Gift from: 

Name: _______________________________ 

 

Address: _____________________________ 

 

City/State/Zip: ________________________ 

Special Holiday Offer 

Give your loved one or friend a gift that keeps on giving the whole year through.  Every member-
ship will include a beautiful 2009 VOTK Calendar in your loved one’s or friend’s packet. Order 
early while supply lasts.  This is a great Holiday surprise for those hard to buy for and your gift 
will help all those in our care.   



We’re on the web! 

www.votk.org 

Sanctuary Visiting Hours:  

Saturdays and Sundays 1:30 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
 

Tours only at 2:00 and 4:00 Saturdays and Sundays. Workdays are every Satur-

day from 10:30 a.m. till 5:00 p.m. If you want to help make a difference in the 

lives of the animals, please consider joining our Construction Crew. For infor-

mation regarding construction projects or general volunteering opportunities, 

please contact the Sanctuary at 262-736-9386 

 

Sanctuary is closed on holidays. We are not open to the public. 

Members must have  valid membership card. 

(Sorry, we cannot accept new memberships at the gate.) 
 
Please note: There is a charge of $10 per person each time you visit with more than one guest.  
Additional single visit passes may be obtained by mail order only! 

W7593 Townhall Road 

Sharon, Wisconsin 53585-9728 

 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

VALLEY OF THE KINGS SANCTUARY 

& RETREAT  

Phone: 262-736-9386 

Fax: 262-736-2020 

Email: info@votk.org 

Dedicated to the rescue and refuge of abused, 

abandoned, injured and retired exotic animals. 
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