
F all is a welcomed 
season and a won-
derful relief from 

the hot temperatures of sum-
mer. This is the animals’ and 
our favorite time of the 
year. The volunteers are pre-
paring for winter with heated 
buckets, they have put in place 
tarps, shelters and a variety of 
ongoing daily projects. It never 
ends and our daily lists get 
longer and longer!  VOTK is 
always in need of 
new volunteers 
for feeding, 
weeding, 
grave care, 
general 
maintenance, 
cleaning and 
construc-
tion. Please 
consider volun-
teering your time to 
help those without a voice and 
really make a difference in the 
animals’ daily lives. We wish 
everyone a special fall. Take 
time to enjoy it because it will 
be gone in a blink of an eye!  
Love and Xtra Big Hugs,  
Jill, Jim and Animal Friends  
Final Campfires 
September 29th and October 
27th are our last two special 
evenings with the animals.  We 
will have candlelit tours and 
great conservation over a beau-
tiful campfire filled with roars 
from lions all around us. Please 
bring a dish to pass, lawn 

chairs and blankets and enjoy 
and evening you won't soon 
forget.  The October 27th 
campfire we will have pumpkin 
carving contests, face painting 
and possibly a band or D.J. to 
liven things up.  The campfire's 
will start at 2 PM and go until 
midnight.  Children are wel-
comed but must have adult 
supervision at all times.  The 
fall campfires are the best in 
our opinion and by far, the 

most memorable.  Please 
feel free to bring 

your cameras 
and re-
cording 
equipment 
to record the 
lions roaring 

and capture 
photo mo-

ments! 
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Wanted:  
donation of items to 
sell in our gift shed 
—   t-shirts, prints, 
anything cat-, wolf- 
or bear-related. 
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T he bears at the 
Sanctuary do 
amazing things 

that few are aware of.  They 
always take the tiny labels off 
of fruit before they eat 
it. When they eat grapes, they 
put one on the back of the op-
posite paw and eat them one at 
a time. When you feed arti-
chokes, which is Yummie's 
favorite, she carefully peels off 
the outer leaves and eats only 
the middle. When you feed 
them watermelon, it’s a free 
for all to see who can eat it the 
quickest. The weight of a front 
paw on melons and oranges 
easily opens fruit for hungry 
bears to gobble up but they 
always leave the rinds.   

Another favor-
ite is peanut 
butter and Jelly 
(Raspberry) 
sandwiches. 
They do not 
like the crust 
and will always eat from the 
center out leaving the crust as 
an offering for hungry 
birds. Yummie loves to sit 
down in a corner with her back 
against the fence looking like a 
big Buddha and eat char-
broiled steak. Bears are great 
beggars and can smell treats 
from the parking lot that are 
headed their way. When the 
bears are wormed, we put 
medicine inside  marshmal-
lows. They swallow them 
whole then beg for more. They 

are not allowed sweets very 
often because it is not good 
for their teeth.  

They love to eat freshly picked 
grass or greens and tree 
leaves.  Everything that goes in 
a bear, ten times that much 
will come out of a bear and 
they are very difficult to main-
tain.  All three bears are now 
senior citizens and have always 
enjoyed each others’ com-
pany.  Of all the animals at 
VOTK, the bears, even though 
they are by far the most dan-
gerous, have always lived in 
harmony with one another and 
watched over each other 
through the years.  They have 
never fought over food, have 

always shared 
toys and 
played nicely 
with one an-
other and 
have brought 
immense joy 
through the 

years to thousands of mem-
bers.  

Interesting Trivia About Bears at VOTK 

The printing of this newsletter 
was donated by the good folks at 

Vance Printing 
Beloit, Wisconsin 

608-362-2049 
In loving memory of  

Dennis Vance 
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Donate your used vehicles 
We are looking for two and four wheel drive trucks, dump 
trucks, trailers (Gooseneck or pull behind), cars, boats, camp-
ers, all terrain vehicles, farm and lawn tractors any size to be 

donated to the Sanctuary to use or 
raise funds to help the animals.  If 
we receive enough vehicles, we will 
have an auction day.  All vehicles 
donated are tax deductible to the 
fullest extent.  We ask that they be 
in good shape and road worthy.  

Any make, model or year.  We have volunteers that can pick 
them up.  Please ask your friends, family and relatives; this 
fundraising idea has a huge potential.   
Contact Mary Bashford at 773-631-3142 or the Sanctuary at 
262-736-9386.                           

A re you looking for a way to help the sanctuary financially, 
but don’t know how? VOTK now accepts PayPal!  

PayPal is a secure internet-based way to send and receive money. All 
you need is an email address and a credit card. Anyone can use PayPal 
to buy gift shop items, buy or renew memberships, or donate money 
to the sanctuary. 
To use PayPal, simply log onto www.paypal.com. You will have to 
set up your own personal PayPal account (it’s free), then click on “send 
money”. Enter our email address info@votk.org for general contribu-
tions to VOTK or to donate to our  special moving and construc-
tion fund. Enter the amount you wish to send. You can pay either 
with a credit card or checking account. 
The sanctuary will then get an email, informing 
them of your donation. It’s a quick and easy way 
to make a difference to the sanctuary, even if 
you can’t make it up to see us every weekend!! 
If you write us a check for a donation, 
please note on the check whether it is for 
our moving fund or for general fund. 
HELP US TO GIVE THE ANIMALS ALL THEY 
DESERVE AND MORE BY CREATING A SAFE 
HAVEN AND TRUE SANCTUARY FOR ALL 
ETERNITY. 

The Sanctuary can now ac-
cept Visa and MasterCard.  
We take major credit cards 
at the gift shop, or over the 
phone for donations or 
memberships, and at all 
fund raisers.  We are 
thrilled this service is now 
available to our members 
and prospective members.  
 

□ Master Card 

□ Visa 

□ Discover  
 
Card Number:  

□□□□ □□□□ 
□□□□ □□□□ 
 
___________________ 
Expiration Date 
 
________________________ 
Signature 
 
________________________ 
Name (printed) 
 
________________________ 
Address 
 
________________________ 
City/State/Zip 
 



In beloved memory of our lit-
tle Arctic Fox, Chase. His 
spirit was so special and he 
loved to be cuddled and did 
not have a mean bone in his 
body.  He is greatly missed. 
Everyone who knew this little 
guy considered him to be part 
of their family.  Chase came 
from the Animal Welfare Soci-
ety in Chicago, Illinois quite a 
few years ago. His personality 
and outgoing nature will be 
missed a very, very long time. 
All our hearts are heavy with 
his passing. 
In memory of Tequila, a sun 
Glow Fox who was quite a 
handful. She was slow to warm 
to people but loved taking 
treats and would be ever so 
gentle.  She is missed by her 
other fox friends and her hu-
man caretakers. Tequila came 
to us from a private individual 
who could no longer handle 
her and was relinquished to the 
Sanctuary.  
In memory of Kimba, our 28 
year old Golden Jungle cat.  
Kimba had spent all but two of 
her years at Valley of the 
Kings. She came from a small 
Sanctuary in N.J. because they 
could not handle her. She was 
always very aloof to her human 
friends and is survived by her 

full brother, Homie, who is 
also failing from old age. 
In memory of Arlen, the goat 
with the horns.  Arlen was the 
leader and elder of our goat 
herd.  He had a very hard life 
before coming to the Sanctu-
ary. He came to us through our 
local humane society a few 
years ago.  He was foundered 
when he came in and had a 
hard time getting around be-
cause of the damage in the 
bones in his feet caused by the 
founder.  He is truly in a better 
place now and we can see him 
running alongside Arlen, the 
"guy with the horns", a be-
loved member who died in 
January.  
In memory of Richard Keane, 
1925-2000.  Richard was the 
beloved brother of Patricia 
Keane. 
“Nature I loved; and next to 
nature, Art.  I warmed my 
hands before the fire of life; it 
sinks, and I am ready to de-
part."  
 Walter Savage Landor 1755-
1864  
 
In Memory of Edwardjohn 
Shumak, 8-14-78 to 4-7-98.  It 
doesn't seem possible 9 years 
have passed.  I miss most his 
huge smile, all the tight hugs, 
his "I love you Mom" and his 
special light and love for life 
and all living things.  Only a 
heart beat away he lives on un-
til the day we will be reunited 
again.                       

In Memory of . . .
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"It is our quiet time.  We 
do not speak, because 
the voices are within us.  
It is our quiet time, We 
do not walk, because the 
earth is all within us.  
It is our  quiet time,  We 
do not dance because 
the music has lifted us to 
a place where the spirit 
is,                                    
 It is our quiet time,  We 
rest with all of nature. 
We wake when the 
seven sisters wake. We 
greet them in the sky 
over the opening of the 
Kiva."   



Emergency Transport Van needed  
 

The Sanctuary is in need of a newer or new cargo van, one 
ton for emergency transport of animals to and from our 
Veterinarians.  Must be dependable with low miles.  Being 
stuck in the middle of nowhere with a tiger on board is 
not something we wish to experience, so it must be ex-
tremely dependable!  The van we now have is old, needs 
to be retired and has in excess of 100,000 miles on it.  

Campfire dates 
Please bring a dish to pass, lawn chairs and blankets.  Children are 
welcome, but must have adult supervision at all times.  Campfire 
times are 4 p.m. to 11 p.m. and are the last Saturday of each 
month.  August 25th, September 29th and October 27th.  

2008 VOTK Calendars Are Here! 
 
The 2008 VOTK calendars have arrived and are 
selling like hotcakes. Get your orders in now, before 
they’re gone! You can purchase them from the 
VOTK gift shop for $20. Or send a check for $20 for 
each calendar  (plus $4 for shipping/handling for the 
1st calendar + $1 for each additional calendar) to 
the Sanctuary.  
  
Send checks to  
Valley of the Kings Sanctuary   W7593 Townhall Rd   Sharon, WI 53585 

 
Preview available at  
http://www.spokalendargirls.com/projects.html 
 
Remember — each calendar you purchase helps  
the animals.  
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I t is with the heavi-
est of heart I write 
this.  Nook, our 

beloved Liger, was humanely 
euthanized by Dr Rudawski 
with Dr Pagel assisting on La-
bor Day September 3rd, 2007. 

Nook was diagnosed with 
Aplastic Anemia; his red blood 
cells were no longer being pro-
duced by his bone marrow. He 
needed a blood transfu-
sions to survive 
and would re-
quire many 
more to keep 
him alive. 

Our beloved 
Nook was 22 
years old and 
the day was 
filled with bro-
ken hearts for 
all the volun-
teers as we 
waited together, surrounding 
Nook for Dr Rudawski's arri-
val.  There were not any, 
"Maybe we could try this or 
should we try that?"  We all 
knew it was Nook's time and 
the pain of letting him go can-
not even remotely be put into 
words. The loss that I feel 
brings a flood of memories 
from the past 22 years that we 
had Nook and the one that 
stands out the most was his 
sweet, gentle nature.  He never 
had a bad day, never offered to 
bite and even in play would be 
ever so gentle with his mouth. 
Many times you forgot he was 

a big cat. Nook was one of our 
grand originals, right up there 
with our beloved Sammy and 
others that have gone before 
him.  Many animals touch your 
heart but like Sammy, Nook 
touched the very depth of your 
soul, everyone felt it and he 
was a favorite of all. 

Nook was lavished with love 
and cuddles on his final after-

noon of 
life and he 
was grate-
ful for 
everyone 
being 
there to 
help him 
cross over 
to walk 
The Rain-
bow 
Bridge, 
renewed 

and restored in perfect health.  
He joins the huge gang of 
VOTK animals 
that have passed 
the last 36 years 
and it's hard to 
believe how 
many we’ve said 
goodbye to, yet 
it never gets any 
easier.  The 
hardest part of 
the Sanctuary is 
saying farewell 
even when you 
know it is the 
right thing to 
do, the pain is 

beyond anything that can ever 
be measured. 

Nook came to us when he was 
four months of age, too old to 
sell for photo opportunities 
and already weighing 60 lbs. He 
was very large.  He spent his 
first year in the house with us 
and never caused trouble.  He 
loved to play with the dogs and 
was completely housebroken.  
Sleeping was a challenge, as he 
grew so big. I had a tiny space 
in the bed, while Nook’s huge 
frame took over the rest.   

The decision was extremely 
difficult to put him outside but 
the house was just too small 
and he needed to be out with a 
buddy to share many years of 
love and attention from all.  
The first few weeks of Nook 
being outside were very heart 
breaking and difficult for me as 
well as for him.  Nook would 
cry and cry until I gave in and 
brought him to bed with me 

around 2a.m. 
each morning 
and then we 
would start 
the separation 
process all 
over again the 
next day.  
When Ieshia 
arrived, Nook 
gave up want-
ing to be in 
the house and 
wanted to be 
with her, 

(Continued on page 7) 

Nook 



which I was very grateful for 
and pleased to have my bed 
back. 

We weighed Nook at a weigh 
scale when he was three years 
old. He weighed 1165 lbs and 

was still growing.  We believe 
he easily hit the upper 1,300-
low 1,400 lbs in his prime and 
always talked about putting 
him in the Guiness Book of 
World Records, but sadly, 
never did.  The day we put him 
to sleep he weighed only 551 
lbs.  Old age and illness had 
whittled our beloved giant 
down to skin and bones in just 
a few months.  Two weeks be-
fore his death he was still com-
ing to take treats and get 
scratched.  When he took his 
medication from me each day 
he wanted his huge head cud-
dled and a kiss on his nose.   
Always he would call and chuff 
when he saw us and the con-
nection to Nook was beyond 
extraordinary. He will be 
missed forever and always.  
Nook was the King of Kings at 
the Sanctuary and many trav-
eled from across the globe 
through the years just to see 
him.  He knew he was special 
and his kindness shown to his 

human friends will forever be 
embedded in each person’s 
heart he touched, for our gen-
tle giant had the grace and in-
tegrity most search a lifetime 
for.  The sadness of his passing 
will remain with all of us as we 
continue to pass by his enclo-
sure each day and not see him 
or hear his greetings.   

Ieshia stayed close to Nook the 
past few weeks and knew he 
would be leaving her soon.  It 
is very difficult to watch her 
grief and crying for her friend 
of 21 years and we have put 
Kashie in the enclosure in 
hopes these two beautiful ti-
gers will become fast friends.  
It is hardest on the one left 
behind even though they do 
understand  and we try to pair 
another as soon as possible to 
ease their pain. We have a few 
more that will be passing be-
fore the holidays as we have 
many senior citizens in our 
care and are trying to give 
them more time with the nice 
weather.  

I loved Luciano Pavarotti, also 
one of the greats and Nook, 
two greats who touched so 
may hearts in different ways 
walk side by side, who both 
passed within two days of each 
other.  Nook loved listening to 
and watching Pavarotti videos 
when he was in the house with 
me.   

Love you miss you so very 
much Nook, there will never 
be another like him and it was 
an honor to know and love 
Nook through all the years.  

(Continued from page 6) 



Goodbye, dear Nook! 
We will miss you so 
very much! 
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Rainbow Bridge Story 

U nlike most days at 
Rainbow Bridge, 
this day dawned 

cold and gray, damp as a swamp 
and as dismal as could be imag-
ined. All of the recent arrivals had 
no idea what to think, as they had 
never experienced a day like this 
before. But the animals who had 
been waiting for their beloved 
people knew exactly what 
was going on and started 
to gather at the pathway 
leading to the Bridge 
to watch. 
 It wasn't long 
before an 
elderly ani-
mal came 
into view, 
head hung low and tail drag-
ging. The other animals, the 
ones who had been there for 
a while, knew what his story was 
right away, for they had seen this 
happen far too often. 
He approached slowly, obviously 
in great emotional pain, but with 
no sign of injury or illness. Unlike 
all of the other animals waiting at 
The Bridge, this animal had not 
been restored to youth and made 
healthy and vigorous again. As he 
walked toward The Bridge, he 
watched all of the other animals 
watching him. He knew he was 
out of place here and the sooner 
he could cross over, the happier 
he would be.  But, alas, as he ap-
proached The Bridge, his way was 
barred by the appearance of an 
Angel who apologized, but told 
him that he would not be able to 
pass.  Only those animals who 
were with their people could pass 
over Rainbow Bridge.  With no 
place else to turn to, the elderly 

animal turned towards the fields 
before The Bridge and saw a 
group of other animals like him-
self, also elderly and infirm. They 
weren't playing, but rather simply 
lying on the green grass, forlornly 
staring out at the pathway leading 
to The Bridge. 
And so, he took his place among 
them, watching the pathway and 

waiting. One of the 
newest arrivals at 

The Bridge didn't 
understand what 
he had just wit-
nessed and 

asked one of 
the animals 

that had 
been 

there for 
awhile to 
explain it 

to him. 
"You see, that poor animal was a 
rescue.  He entered rescue just as 
you see him now, an older animal 
with his fur graying and his eyes 
clouding.  He never made it out of 
rescue and passed on with only 
the love of his rescuer to comfort 
him as he left his earthly exis-
tence.  Because he had no family 
to give his love to, he has no one 
to escort him across The Bridge." 
The first animal thought about 
this for a minute and then asked, 
"So what will happen now?"  As 
he was about to receive his an-
swer, the clouds suddenly parted 
and the gloom lifted.  Approach-
ing The Bridge could be seen a 
single person and among the older 
animals, a whole group was sud-
denly bathed in a golden light and 
they were all young and healthy 

again, just as they were in the 
prime of life. "Watch, and see", 
said the second animal.   
A second group of animals from 
those waiting came to the pathway 
and bowed low as the person 
neared. At each bowed head, the 
person offered a pat on the head 
or a scratch behind the ears.  The 
newly restored animals fell into 
line and followed him towards the 
Bridge.  They all crossed The 
Bridge together. 
"What happened?"  
"That was a rescuer. The animals 
you saw bowing in respect were 
those who found new homes be-
cause of his work.  They will cross 
when their new families arrive. 
Those you saw restored were 
those who never found homes. 
When a rescuer arrives, they are 
allowed to perform one, final act 
of rescue.  They are allowed to 
escort those poor animals that 
they couldn't place with families 
on earth, across The Rainbow 
Bridge." 
"I think I like rescuers", said the 
first animal. 
"So does GOD", was the reply. 

Author unknown 
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Yes   I want to give a VOTK membership to a very special 
friend. 

   
I am enclosing $ _____ for: 

 _____ 6-month Membership(s) @ $60 each 

 _____ 6-month Family Membership(s) $75 

 _____ 1-year Membership(s) @ $120 each 

 _____ 1-year Family Membership(s) $150 

 _____ 6-month Senior Membership(s) @ $30 each 

 _____ 1-year Senior Membership(s) @ $60 each 

 _____ Please send a gift card to announce my gift. 

Please mail this form, along with your check, to: 
VALLEY OF THE KINGS SANCTUARY  W7593 Townhall Road  Sharon, WI 53585-9728 

Valley of the Kings Sanctuary 

Gift to: 

Name: _______________________________ 

 

Address: _____________________________ 

 

City/State/Zip: ________________________ 

Gift from: 

Name: _______________________________ 

 

Address: _____________________________ 

 

City/State/Zip: ________________________ 

Note: There is a charge of $10 per person each time you visit with more than one guest.   
Additional single visit passes may be obtained by mail order only! 

Special Thanks!                         
 
A very special thanks to Gary Davis, one of our 
neighbors, who brought down his tractor and 
cleaned debris from the area we are building Sam-
son's new enclosure. 

Special Thanks to Heidi and Megan Sorenson for 
keeping our grass areas mowed, weed-wacked and 
brush hogged all summer and to all the other volun-
teers who helped mow, weed and weedwack too. 

 Special Thanks to Ron Sorenson, our neighbor, 
who has gone above and beyond for the animals and 
for Jim and me this past year. We shudder to think 
of what it would have been like without Ron’s 
help.  Ron has been a blessing from above and an 

answer to our prayers when we needed one 
most.  Each week he has hauled bones and debris to 
the landfill, kept our refrigerated semi unit running 
to keep meat frozen for the animals, fixed and re-
fixed our DR Powerwagons over and over again, 
kept the main tractor we depend on daily in excellent 
repair, kept the horses and cattle fed with big round 
bales all fall, winter and summer, pumped out our 
basement when pipes broke in the winter, fixed the 
pipes and is always available at times when we need 
him.  The world would truly be a better place if we 
had more people in it like Ron.  The Sorenson's are 
the best, of the best neighbors anyone could ever ask 
for and we have been truly blessed! 



We’re on the web! 
www.votk.org 

Sanctuary Visiting Hours:  
Saturdays and Sundays 1:30 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

 
Tours at 2:00 and 4:00 Saturdays and Sundays only. Workdays are every 
Saturday from 10:30 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. If you want to help make a dif-
ference in the lives of the animals, please consider joining our Construc-
tion Crew. For information regarding construction projects or general 
volunteering opportunities, please contact the Sanctuary at 262-736-9386 
 

Sanctuary is closed on holidays. We are not open to the public. 
Members must have  valid membership card. 

(Sorry, we cannot accept new memberships at the gate.) 

Nonprofit Org 

US Postage 

Paid 

Sharon, WI 

Permit #50 W7593 Townhall Road 
Sharon, Wisconsin 53585-9728 

 
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

VALLEY OF THE KINGS SANCTUARY 
& RETREAT  

Phone: 262-736-9386 
Fax: 262-736-2020 
Email: info@votk.org 

Dedicated to the rescue and refuge of 
abused, abandoned, injured and 

retired exotic animals. 


