
I t is a beautiful Fall 
day and I am sitting 
outside by the big 

cats writing this.  It feels so good 
to be in the space I am in at the 
moment; usually I am indoors 
with loads of paperwork for days 
on end.  There has been so much 
to catch up on since Jim's illness 
and the stress has been over-
whelming.  My health has not 
been the best for awhile and I am 
dealing with birth defects of my 
liver and pancreas and several 
surgical procedures to try and cor-
rect them.  My next surgery is 
October 5th, so please send 
prayers our way, we need them.  
Jim is slowly improving, but all he 
has been through has really taken 
its toll.  We are both optimistic 
for the future and know the Uni-
verse has a plan for our full recov-
ery and continuation of our work.  
We just have to take one day at a 
time for a while.  We want to 
thank the volunteers, from the 
bottom of our hearts, for all they 
do each and every day to feed and 
clean up after the animals in our 
care.  Without these wonderful 
workers who give of themselves 
daily it would be impossible for us 
to continue our work.          
The loss of Nook was devastating 
to us all, but it reinforced why we 
do what we do. Each life we care 
for is cherished in more ways than 
anyone could ever possibly imag-
ine.  Nook was never abused or 
exploited in any manner and his 
presence is missed beyond meas-
ure.  That big huggable, lovable, 
kind, gentle soul had one of the 
biggest hearts and his presence 
was beyond any words I could 
write.  All who met him were in 

awe at his size and beauty.  Our 
hearts are sad with his passing and 
yet heavier knowing soon we will 
be saying goodbye to other sen-
iors in our care.  This past year 
and a half has been a true test of 
all our wills and stamina and 
though we’re all a little haggard, 
we’re still plugging along.  God 
bless each and every person who 
has helped us get through, for all 
your thoughts and prayers were 
answered and we are truly blessed 
to have so many wonderful peo-
ple in our lives. 
Love and Xtra big hugs,                 
Jill, Jim and Animal friends  

Calls, Calls and more 
Calls!  
We are receiving record numbers 
and I mean record — over 200 
for September alone!  Calls from 
people wanting to relinquish ani-
mals.   Homes are foreclosing, 
people losing jobs and new laws 
put in place are forcing people to 
give up beloved companion ani-
mals and exotics in huge numbers 
because they can no longer afford 
to care for them and it is going to 
continue to get worse.  It is heart 
breaking to turn most away, we 
just don't have the funds or the 
room to bring in many animals or 
expand.  The farm behind us is 
for sale, 119 acres, and is listed at 
the outrageous price of one mil-
lion and half dollars.  That would 
certainly allow us to expand and if 
we were to also buy the 35 acres 
that surround the property around 
us that used to be part of the 
original farm, we could build our 
dream of dreams but unfortu-

(Continued on page 2) 
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Wanted:  
donation of items to 
sell in our gift shed 
—   t-shirts, prints, 
anything cat-, wolf- 
or bear-related. 

nately unless we win the lottery 
(1st we would have to play it) we 
must continue to turn animals in 
need away.  We want to turn the 
front half of the Sanctuary into 
graveyards for animals and hu-
mans, put the exotics toward the 
back and then if we bought the 
35 acres that surround us we 
could put up our animal disaster 
center available to any local or 
any State evacuates in need.  The 
farm behind us would house our 
farm animals and hoofed stock 
rescues and our dream of dreams 
would be fulfilled.  Every time we 
consider moving there always 
seems to be a roadblock and I 
know the Universe is telling us we 
need to stay put, and do what we 
need to do at this location, so that 
is exactly what we are doing.  All 
our needs, Veterinarians, food, 
farmers, volunteers and every-
thing available for the animals are 
only a hour or less away.  We are 
one hour from Chicago, Milwau-
kee, Madison and Rockford.  We 
have struggled with blood sweat 
and many tears to get too where 
we are today and it feels right to 
stay. Regardless of the outcome, 
we will continue to fight for any 
animal in need.  If a miracle is 
meant to be, it will happen; if not, 
we will continue with what we 
have to work with and know it's 
all part of God’s plan and in His 
time, not ours.  For the Universe 
is all knowing and its awareness 
far out sees ours.  In the mean-
time we are networking to find 
homes for the many animals we 
cannot take.  Permanent place-
ment at other facilities is a huge 
undertaking with many hours on 
the phone and Internet, and 99% 
like us are full and in the same 
position.  Unfortunately, because 

of the large amount of animals 
being relinquished, many will not 
be able to find placement, and 
owners with their Veterinarians 
will be forced to decide final 
fates.  It breaks our hearts and we 
pray daily for solutions with 
happy ever after endings, but in 
the real world, happy endings are 
becoming fewer and farther apart. 

(Continued from page 1) 

"Difficult times have 
helped me to understand 
better than before, how 
infinitely rich and 
beautiful life is in every 
way, and that so many 
things that one goes 
worrying about are of no 
importance 
whatsoever..."               
Isak Dinesen 

The printing of this newsletter 
was donated by the good folks at 

Vance Printing 
Beloit, Wisconsin 

608-362-2049 
In loving memory of  

Dennis Vance 
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Donate your used vehicles 
We are looking for two and four wheel drive trucks, dump 
trucks, trailers (Gooseneck or pull behind), cars, boats, camp-
ers, all terrain vehicles, farm and lawn tractors any size to be 

donated to the Sanctuary to use or 
raise funds to help the animals.  If 
we receive enough vehicles, we will 
have an auction day.  All vehicles 
donated are tax deductible to the 
fullest extent.  We ask that they be 
in good shape and road worthy.  

Any make, model or year.  We have volunteers that can pick 
them up.  Please ask your friends, family and relatives; this 
fundraising idea has a huge potential.   
Contact Mary Bashford at 773-631-3142 or the Sanctuary at 
262-736-9386.                           

A re you looking for a way to help the sanctuary financially, 
but don’t know how? VOTK now accepts PayPal!  

PayPal is a secure internet-based way to send and receive money. All 
you need is an email address and a credit card. Anyone can use PayPal 
to buy gift shop items, buy or renew memberships, or donate money 
to the sanctuary. 
To use PayPal, simply log onto www.paypal.com. You will have to 
set up your own personal PayPal account (it’s free), then click on “send 
money”. Enter our email address info@votk.org for general contribu-
tions to VOTK or to donate to our  special moving and construc-
tion fund. Enter the amount you wish to send. You can pay either 
with a credit card or checking account. 
The sanctuary will then get an email, informing 
them of your donation. It’s a quick and easy way 
to make a difference to the sanctuary, even if 
you can’t make it up to see us every weekend!! 
If you write us a check for a donation, 
please note on the check whether it is for 
our moving fund or for general fund. 
HELP US TO GIVE THE ANIMALS ALL THEY 
DESERVE AND MORE BY CREATING A SAFE 
HAVEN AND TRUE SANCTUARY FOR ALL 
ETERNITY. 

The Sanctuary can now ac-
cept Visa and MasterCard.  
We take major credit cards 
at the gift shop, or over the 
phone for donations or 
memberships, and at all 
fund raisers.  We are 
thrilled this service is now 
available to our members 
and prospective members.  
 

□ Master Card 

□ Visa 

□ Discover  
 
Card Number:  

□□□□ □□□□ 
□□□□ □□□□ 
 
___________________ 
Expiration Date 
 
________________________ 
Signature 
 
________________________ 
Name (printed) 
 
________________________ 
Address 
 
________________________ 
City/State/Zip 
 



Jill — “How could I?” I asked myself.  I tossed 
your envelope in the recycle bin and then spent 
5 minutes digging for it after reading your 
news.  My family, on my mother’s side, raised 
Holsteins and still do.  The family farm has 
been in the family nearly 100 years.  We too 
had a Nettie when we were growing up.  Every 
Sunday we not only visited Grandma and 
Grandpa, but our beloved Blondie.  She was a 
very gentle cow and everyone's favorite. We'd 
hear “drink all your milk or Blondie will be up-
set”. Thank you for your dedication to all our 
animal friends.  Please accept the enclosed in 
memory of Blondie. One of these days I'll find 
the time to visit and meet you face to face and 
all the animals you care for. Thank you for 
what you do! 
Prayers, 
Christine Zabkowicz 
Menomonee Falls, Wisconsin                                                       
In Memory of Michael Havice's Mother    
Love, Aimee and Elie Bachar                                                  
Dear Wonderful People: Please accept the fol-
lowing donation to help you in your mission.  
Our admiration and respect for you is im-
mense. Thank you for all the good you do.      
Peace, 
Kevin and Jennifer Hurley 
Durham, NC                                                                       
Jill and Jim —  Nook was such a handsome 
gentle giant.  I especially loved his face and dis-
position.  He will be very much missed.                                 
Love,  
Pat Scott 
Janesville, Wisconsin                                                            
To all at VOTK: I was extremely saddened to 
hear about the passing of Nook the Liger.  
From every account I have seen of him, he was 
a truly special animal.  Now I know why the 
Lord prompted me to be praying for him as of 
late. I can empathize with you on this loss in a 
very personal way.  I am one of the big cat 

keepers at Sierra Safari Zoo in Reno, NV 
(which is also my neighbor!).  We had an awe-
some liger named "Hobbs".  Hobbs became 
briefly ill (liver failure) in February and died on 
the 23rd of that month. Hobbs was more than 
a big friendly cat to me.  Early on in my work, 
he had "adopted" me and one other keeper as 
his special "friends".  Hobbs liked everyone.  
But if either of us were around, he was a totally 
different cat.  Playful, gregarious, and inter-
ested in everything we did.  Hobbs also en-
joyed being with his friends, and we would of-
ten just sit and enjoy each other's presence.                               
I was able to spend the last eight hours of 
Hobbs’ life with him, something he clearly ap-
preciated.  I was one of just three people that 
were with him, touching him, when he 
breathed his last breath. I appreciate  what you 
say about still crying.  Hardly a day goes by 
where I don't cry a little bit for my big friend.  
All of our big cats are special, but Hobbs was 
special above the rest.  At least I know now 
that Hobbs will have a playmate up there, until 
such time as we go to join our furry friends.  
When I get there, with no fence between us, I 
suspect the first thing Hobbs will do is lay on 
me for three days, telling me, "Timmy, I'm not 
going to let you go away from me now, ever 
again!."  You can read my memorial to Hobbs 
at    http://www.lionlamb.us/hobbs.html       
Sincerely and respectfully yours, 
Tim Stoffel 
Reno, Nevada 
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Letters from Members 



2008 VOTK Calendars Are Here! 
 
The 2008 VOTK calendars have arrived and are 
selling like hotcakes. Get your orders in now, before 
they’re gone! You can purchase them from the 
VOTK gift shop for $20. Or send a check for $20 for 
each calendar  (plus $4 for shipping/handling for the 
1st calendar + $1 for each additional calendar) to 
the Sanctuary.  
  
Send checks to  
Valley of the Kings Sanctuary   W7593 Townhall Rd   Sharon, WI 53585 

 
Preview available at  
http://www.spokalendargirls.com/projects.html 
 
Remember — each calendar you purchase helps  
the animals.  
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♦ Heavy duty, outdoor extension cords. 

♦ 3/4" and 1/2" treated plywood 8x10 sheets 
of plywood. 

♦ Brown, heavy duty Canvas tarps, all sizes up 
to 24 ft wide x 60 ft long semi-trailer tarps  

♦ Heated buckets all sizes and heated small 
bowls. 

♦ Blankets and towels. 

♦ Gravel and sand. 

♦ Insulation, Pink thick board kind. 

♦ 2x4's and 4x4's treated and untreated.   

♦ Used vehicles to sell and raise funds.   

♦ cars, trucks, boats, trailers etc..     

♦ Dry dog and cat food, any brand.        

♦ Paper towels, bleach, dish washing liquid. 

♦ Any brand Canned and dry cat food. 

♦ Dog, cat treats and toys. 

♦ Pet crates and carriers. 

♦ Aluminum cans and cell phones (for recy-
cling) 

♦ Funds to pay bills and purchase food for the 
animals.  

Fall, Winter Wish List 
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A Story About Someone Special 

Lexxi Manassa is one of our 
VOTK Heroes. She is an am-
bassador to all animals and a 
very special little girl!                                               
Bar/Bat Mitzvah Stories                                                     
Lions and Tigers and Bears... 
Oy Vey!   Lexxi has some wild 
friends, and we don't mean 
they like to have parties!  Lexxi, 
who lives in Crystal Lake, Illi-
nois, helps animals at the Val-
ley of the Kings exotic animal 
shelter in Wisconsin. "I jumped 
at the idea to work with exotic 
animals such as tigers, lions 
and bears.  Valley of the Kings 
(VOTK) takes them when peo-
ple think they are pets---which 
they are not---like panthers and 
foxes," she explains.  "Also 
when zoos have too many ani-
mals, or when animals are 
abused, they are often sent to 
live a better life there, where 
they will be loved." 
So what's her job?  "I am not 
old enough to help with the 
tigers and lions, but I do feed 
the bears peanut butter and 
jelly sandwiches I make, which 
they love!  And I clean the pea-
cock and dove cages, feed the 
farm animals, build new enclo-
sures, and help with the sick 
animals."  
But she doesn't only donate 
her time.  "I have been volun-
teering there for about a year." 
she says, "and decided to do-
nate my Hanukkah and Birth-
day money by designing shirts 
for their gift shop.  I took $200 
of my own money and helped 

raise $900.  When they give 
members a tour and a shirt, 
they mention my name."                       
Of course, Lexxi is making 
VOTK part of her mitzvah. 
"It's on December 1, 2007 and 
I'm totally excited about it!  My 
project is very close to my 
heart," she smiles; "At my bat 
mitzvah service, I will be ask-
ing for donations for the 
VOTK, such as food, supplies, 
money, and toys for the ani-
mals.  I plan in helping the 
shelter for many years to 
come." 
If where Lexxi volunteers is a 
kind of zoo, you should see her 
home;  "We have 9 pets in all--
a dog, 4 cats, a bunny, a rat, a 
bird, and a ferret.  I love them 
all dearly!!"  Even her class-
room is a bit of a jungle---"I 
am responsible for all 35 plants 
in the class!"  
Lexxi's congregation is called 
Tikkun Olam.  "The name 
means to "repair the world," 
she explains "and that's what I 
am trying to do!"                                                        
Wouldn't it be awesome if our 
world had more Lexxi's in it???  
We honor and give thanks for 
all she does to raise awareness 
about VOTK, she truly is an 
inspiration to us all and fills 
our hearts with gladness for the 
future of our planet!  

Special Thanks to Tonya 
Mc Donough for raising 
$702.00 with the 2nd Annual 
VOTK Volley ball Tourna-
ment June 9th, 2007. We 
thank all from the bottom of 
our hearts that made this 
event possible and memora-
ble!                                                        
Special Thanks to Law Ti-
gers Motorcycle Run spon-
sored by Carl Marcyan who 
raised 1,077.00 to help the 
animals September 16th, 
2007.                                                           
Special Thanks to Stephan 
Levy and The Top Cats 
along with the Woodstock 
Harley dealer in, Illinois for 
the Motorcycle run Septem-
ber 22nd to help the animals 
at VOTK.  They raised 
$3,196.00                                                          
Special Thanks to Angel 
Matthews who has come 
weekly to hang fly traps at the 
Sanctuary and help with the 
Gift Shop. 
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New Additions 
Costner is a 50% wolf hybrid that was found 
laying on the side of the road during a severe 
storm in Washington County, Wisconsin.  He 
had a huge chain that had grown partially into 
his neck and was extremely thin.  We lost Balta 
a few month ago and his enclosure was open so 
we were able to accept this beautiful animal.  He 
is extremely sweet, loves people and likes to go 
for walks.  He is putting on weight and the 

Washington Humane Society gladly neutered 
him for us.  Eventually he will be Nadia's new 
buddy and they are now bonding through the 
fence.  We give many thanks to Washington 
County Humane Society for going the extra mile 
to find placement for this special animal instead 
of putting him to sleep.   Wolf hybrids are not 
allowed to be put up for adoption in our State.  

      

Saturday, September 22nd, was 
a great day indeed.  We had a 
ride of 84 motorcycles, com-
posed of the Top Cats, 
H.O.G. (Harley Owner’s 
Group) members from 
Woodstock Harley-Davidson 
and a few other riders.  Every-
one had a great time and they 
all left, to the roaring of the 
lions, with big smiles on their 
faces and many “thank yous!” 

The Sanctuary collected a to-
tal of $3196.00 in donations!  
Many thanks to everyone: the 
riders and their guests who 
gave generously and our vol-
unteers who made it fun for 
everyone.  Special thanks to 
Stefan Levy and the folks at 
WHD, who worked tirelessly, 
to make it all come together.  
Also, thanks to John Harri-
son for the great photo. 

MOTORCYCLES  /  BICYCLES 
Got two wheels?  If your group would like to make 
plans for a ride next year…do it now!  Set a date 
for your ride so it can be published in a schedule 
in our newsletter, the Pug Mark, up to four 
months before your event.  PLUS, it will allow us 
to send notification of your ride to selected na-
tionally distributed magazines.  We’re trying to 
make these events a super success for your 
group, your dealer, and Valley of the Kings and 
put all of us on the map!  Please e-mail Jim at; 
info@votk.org.  Thanks!  



We’re on the web! 
www.votk.org 

Sanctuary Visiting Hours:  
Saturdays and Sundays 1:30 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

 
Tours at 2:00 and 4:00 Saturdays and Sundays only. Workdays are every 
Saturday from 10:30 a.m. until 4:00 p.m. If you want to help make a dif-
ference in the lives of the animals, please consider joining our Construc-
tion Crew. For information regarding construction projects or general 
volunteering opportunities, please contact the Sanctuary at 262-736-9386 
 

Sanctuary is closed on holidays. We are not open to the public. 
Members must have  valid membership card. 

(Sorry, we cannot accept new memberships at the gate.) 
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Sharon, Wisconsin 53585-9728 

 
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

VALLEY OF THE KINGS SANCTUARY 
& RETREAT  

Phone: 262-736-9386 
Fax: 262-736-2020 
Email: info@votk.org 

Dedicated to the rescue and refuge of 
abused, abandoned, injured and 

retired exotic animals. 


