
Sanctuary News 

S pring storms have 
been frequent and 
the seasonal trade of 

elements give a new set of work-
ing conditions that can sometimes 
be just as harsh as the winter 
months. Without dedicated staff 
to keep the animals cool, dry and 
fed each day it would be impossi-
ble to continue our work. The 
core of volunteers with their great 
enthusiasm and dedication is out-
standing. Please go out of your 
way to meet and thank them 
when visiting. 
We are anticipating many exciting 
changes at the Sanctuary this year 
and are in need of carpenters to 
help with large and small projects.   
Construction projects can occur 
any day of the week as long as we 
have a minimum of two people.  
If you know of anyone who can 
help and have some time to spare 
please call 262-347-8067 and 
make a difference by being re-
warded in more ways than one 
can ever expect!  
We wish everyone a great summer 
and hope to see you at the camp 
fires.  
Love and xtra big hugs,             
Jill, Jim and Animal Friends 
 
Volunteers Needed 
Every Saturday a small core of 
people volunteer the entire day to 
paint buildings at the Sanctuary.  
We are in need of many more 
helping hands. You do not have 
to be an artist or creative in any 
way.  We need people who are 
skilled and unskilled for painting, 
carpentry and general mainte-
nance for projects all summer and 

fall. Every Saturday we start at 
10:00 A.M. and work till dusk.  
Please help us upgrade the quality 
of housing before winter sets in; 
the animals’ needs are great — 
they need your help! 
                                             
Question?                               
Many have asked why the news-
letter has recently been changed 
to every other month or later.  
That reason is Jim. He has contin-
ued to have major medical issues 
and has been in St Luke’s Medical 
Center since May 1st.  It is now 
mid June.  He had a total right hip 
replacement May 1st and six days 
later his large bowel stopped 
working properly. His recovery 
has been extremely slow and all he 
has been through over the past 
ten months has taken its toll on 
both of us. Jim’s illness has caused 
tremendous stress for us and I am 
also dealing with medical issues.  
Please say prayers and keep us in 
your thoughts. We greatly appreci-
ate it.  When our lives return to 
some a semblance of normal, the 
newsletter will go back to once a 
month.  

Campfire dates                                                        
Please bring a dish to pass, lawn 
chairs and blankets. Children are 
welcome but must have adult su-
pervision at all times. Campfire 
times will be 4 to 11 P.M. the last 
Saturday of each month:  July 28th, 
August 25th, September 29th and 
October 27th. 
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The printing of this newsletter 
was donated by the good folks at 

Vance Printing 
Beloit, Wisconsin 

608-362-2049 
In loving memory of  

Dennis Vance 

Wanted:  
donation of items to 
sell in our gift shed 
—   t-shirts, prints, 
anything cat-, wolf- 
or bear-related. 

Did you know?                            
A little known law will allow 
the transfer of up to $100,000 
to a qualified charity from an 
IRA, tax-free, if someone is 70 
1/2 years of age or older.  The 
transfer will count toward the 
required minimum distribution 
from the IRA.  The law signed 
by President Bush on August 
17th is called the Pension Pro-
tection Act of 2006.  You can 
find a summary on the Web 
site of Congress's joint Com-
mittee on Taxation 
(www.house.gov/jct).  Click 
on the eagle (where it says: 
"Click Here To Continue").  
Then click on JCT Publica-
tions 2006," and look for Pub-
lication JCX-38-06, dated Au-
gust 3,2006, in the online ver-
sion, see the section starting 
on page 263.  This provision 
applies to 
transfers of as 
much as 
$100,000 a 
year only dur-
ing 2006 and 
2007.  

Czar 
(photo courtesy of Jayne Rohleder) 

Assam 
(photo courtesy of Mark Wojak) 
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Donate your used vehicles 
We are looking for two and four wheel drive trucks, dump 
trucks, trailers (Gooseneck or pull behind), cars, boats, camp-
ers, all terrain vehicles, farm and lawn tractors any size to be 

donated to the Sanctuary to use or 
raise funds to help the animals.  If 
we receive enough vehicles, we will 
have an auction day.  All vehicles 
donated are tax deductible to the 
fullest extent.  We ask that they be 
in good shape and road worthy.  

Any make, model or year.  We have volunteers that can pick 
them up.  Please ask your friends, family and relatives; this 
fundraising idea has a huge potential.   
Contact Mary Bashford at 773-631-3142 or the Sanctuary at 
262-736-9386.                           

A re you looking for a way to help the sanctuary financially, 
but don’t know how? VOTK now accepts PayPal!  

PayPal is a secure internet-based way to send and receive money. All 
you need is an email address and a credit card. Anyone can use PayPal 
to buy gift shop items, buy or renew memberships, or donate money 
to the sanctuary. 
To use PayPal, simply log onto www.paypal.com. You will have to 
set up your own personal PayPal account (it’s free), then click on “send 
money”. Enter our email address info@votk.org for general contribu-
tions to VOTK or to donate to our  special moving and construc-
tion fund. Enter the amount you wish to send. You can pay either 
with a credit card or checking account. 
The sanctuary will then get an email, informing 
them of your donation. It’s a quick and easy way 
to make a difference to the sanctuary, even if 
you can’t make it up to see us every weekend!! 
If you write us a check for a donation, 
please note on the check whether it is for 
our moving fund or for general fund. 

HELP US TO GIVE THE ANIMALS ALL THEY 
DESERVE AND MORE BY CREATING A SAFE 
HAVEN AND TRUE SANCTUARY FOR ALL 
ETERNITY. 

The Sanctuary can now ac-
cept Visa, MasterCard and 
American Express.  We take 
major credit cards at the 
gift shop, or over the phone 
for donations or member-
ships, and at all fund rais-
ers.  We are thrilled this 
service is now available to 
our members and prospec-
tive members.  
 

□ Master Card 

□ Visa 

□ American Express 

□ Discover  
 
Card Number:  

□□□□ □□□□ 
□□□□ □□□□ 
 
___________________ 
Expiration Date 
 
________________________ 
Signature 
 
________________________ 
Name (printed) 
 
________________________ 
Address 
 
________________________ 
City/State/Zip 
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In memory of my beloved father,  
William D. Carnegie. July 19th, 
1920 to May 11th, 2007 Forever 
and always, only but a heartbeat 
away.  
Love you, miss you Dad,              
Jill 

In Memory of Edward Adams 
my father.  He visited VOTK on 
occasion and loved the animals. 
Cindy Dombek  

In memory of our wonderful big 
boy cat, Maxwell Smart who had 
to be put to sleep 5-14-07.  What 
a void he has left after 15 years. 
He had the best personality (just 
like a dog’s) and facial expres-
sions……love and  miss my 
Maxie. 
Mary Kay Miekina 
In honor of Tina, my little feral 
cat. 
In Memory of my dog Tiger Lily 
who had to be put to sleep due to 
kidney failure. She was a spunky 
little dog who fought her illness 
and gave me four extra months of 
love. I miss her but know I did 
the right thing to ease her from 
this life and the pain. She even 
gave me a kiss goodbye as she slid 
from this world to the next. I will 
meet her at the Rainbow Bridge in 
time. 
Love, Ann M. Maes       
In memory of Arlen, “the Guy 
with the Horns” … (see insert 
page) 
Jayne                                                                                   

In Memory of . . .

Special needs for 
the Sanctuary. 
We are in need of a newer, low 
mileage rescue van.  We have 
needed to upgrade our old van 
for a long time as it has well over 
100,000 miles.  It is extremely 
important we have a dependable 
vehicle as our worst nightmare is 
breaking down with a large cat 
enroute to our veterinarian 
(which has happened) or break-
ing down on a long distance res-
cue.  Please check with local car 
dealers to see if they might be 
interested in donating a 3/4 ton 
van with low mileage. We are in 
need of PhotoShop software.  
We want to create a yearbook, do 
note cards, photos of the animals 
and cannot achieve what we need 
to do without this wonderful pro-
gram. The Sanctuary is in need of 
a grain truck or dump truck to 
haul bones and debris to the 
landfill each week.  Our wonder-
ful neighbor, Ron Sorenson, has 
been keeping both of our 70's 
models going and every  week 
one or the other  breaks down.  It 
has been extremely frustrating 
and our prayers are for a grain or 
dump truck with low miles.  The 
grain truck would suit our needs 
better but either would really be a 
blessing.  It must have a truck 
tarp and a clean dump box 10 
yards or larger.    

“One day at a time --- this is 

enough.  Do not look back 

and grieve over the past, for 

it is gone; and do not be 

troubled about the future, 

for it has not yet come.  Live 

in the present, and make it 

so beautiful that it will be 

worth remembering.”  

Ida Scott Taylor     

 

“The best and most 

beautiful things in the world 

cannot be seen or even 

touched---they must be felt 

with the heart.”   

Helen Keller                                         



Emergency Transport Van needed  
 

The Sanctuary is in need of a newer or new cargo van, one 
ton for emergency transport of animals to and from our 
Veterinarians.  Must be dependable with low miles.  Being 
stuck in the middle of nowhere with a tiger on board is 
not something we wish to experience, so it must be ex-
tremely dependable!  The van we now have is old, needs 
to be retired and has in excess of 100,000 miles on it.  

Letters from our  
Members 
Hello, My name is Wayne and I am 
the man who stopped your truck in 
the St. Luke’s parking structure. My 
wife, Janet, and I were impressed 
with an article we read in the newspa-
per.  We support your efforts and 
especially your courage to grow at-
tached to aging animals while asking 
for candles for your grave sites. God 
Bless you. 
Wayne and Janet Carriveau 

Dear Jill Carnegie, 
Recently the Social Committee of the 
Student Chapter of the American 
Veterinary Medical Association 
(SCAVMA) at the Wisconsin School 
of Veterinary Medicine held its an-
nual spring dance for students and 
faculty. SCAVMA fully funds the 
event and 100% of the proceeds 
from ticket sales are donated.  Each 
year we choose a number of different 
charities to receive these funds. This 
year Valley of the Kings was chosen 
to be one of those beneficiaries.                          
Enclosed is a donation from the stu-
dents of the Wisconsin School of 
Veterinary Medicine for $700.00.  I 
know that the sanctuary is looking to 
move in the future to provide ex-
panded housing for the animals that 
you care for.  I have also been able to 
visit and see first hand all the animals 
that you currently house and am 
amazed by everything your organiza-
tion does.  The School is very grateful 
to you for allowing groups of stu-

dents to come and experience these 
animals first hand.  It is a unique ex-
perience that stays with all those who 
visit.  Hopefully this donation will 
help continue all of the wonderful 
work that you do. 
 Sincerely, 
 Trina Steffen 
 Social Chair, SCAVMA 
University of Wisconsin School of 
Veterinary Medicine                     
Class of 2010 

Dear Valley of the Kings,               
Thank you for not using professional 
fund raisers! The percentage of profit 
they make from Non Profit Organi-
zations (between 60 and 99%) should 
be outlawed and are designed to line 
fundraiser pockets with outrageous 
sums of money.  Recently the para-
lyzed veterans of America lost 85% 
of funds raised by a “professional 
fund raiser”. We were hurting for 
those who donated, thinking all the 
funds were going to a very worthy 
cause instead of being turned into a 
lucrative gold mine for the fund 
raiser. Valley of the Kings is a breath 
of fresh air with true old fashioned  
values in this unforgiving world of 
greed and we are proud to be a mem-
ber of a group that puts the welfare 
of animals first!  Keep up the 
GREAT work! 
With love and admiration,               
Jenna Miller 

I got to see the Sanctuary with my 
daughter’s group from Highland Park 
High School this past Saturday.  To 
say amazing doesn’t really cover it!        
I hope to be able to revisit again on 

the May trip. Thanks for your hospi-
tality, wonderful people and animals.             
Regards, 
Larry Cutler 

Dear Jill, I love your writing, loved 
the one about Grandma and the little 
dog.  I keep Jim in my daily prayers, 
especially at night. 
Love, 
Rita Rosen 

 Just want to tell you I can relate very 
well to the Grandma-poodle story.  I 
am now 96 and my last little poodle 
disappeared on a summer night in 
July.  I did everything possible to find 
him but never did.  He was 15 so 
hopefully he is in dog heaven.  A 
friend had adopted a Maltese but 
already had a dog and two cats so his 
wife suggested he give “Tonka” to 
me.  Well Tonka took to me immedi-
ately and thinks his sole purpose in 
life is to take care of me.  He sleeps 
with me and that little warm body 
lays against my sore back. I thank 
God every night for this precious 
friend. 
Dottie Watson  

Dear Jill, 
Your accounts of animals (and peo-
ple) in the newsletter are so heart-
warming!  Thank you for giving your 
precious time to it. 
Joanne O. Anderson 

Jill, 
Your stories always touch my heart.  
Keep writing them.                      
Jeanne Malterer                                                            
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New Additions 

S onoma, a beautiful 
one year old Sun-
glow fox, came to 

us in April and had been kept as a 
pet.  Unfortunately, she bit one of 
her owners and was reported to 
authorities by the hospital when 
they sought 
treatment. 
Two 
choices 
were pre-
sented: So-
noma could 
be eutha-
nized and checked for rabies or 
the owner could go through a 
series of rabies shots.  The owner 
opted to take the shots to save 
Sonoma’s life. But the County 
then deemed her a “dangerous 
animal” and she had to be placed 
immediately at a licensed facility 
or be euthanized.  Her owners 
found us and were grateful we 
had room to take her in and save 
her precious life. 

The people who owned Sonoma 
loved her very much and she had 
been extremely well cared for.  
Unfortunately, if a person is bitten 
by any exotic animal, it is usually a 
death sentence when reported 
because there are no approved 
rabies vaccines for exotic animals.  
Since the 1940’s there have been 
only three confirmed cases of ra-
bies from an exotic animal bite. 
Thousands of innocent animals 
have lost their lives by county 
officials throughout the country 
and these deaths in our opinion 
are completely unjustified.   

A few years ago a man in Iowa 
was forced to turn over his be-
loved golden jungle cat he’d had 
for fifteen years to authorities 

after it bit his niece. She entered 
the cat’s enclosure without per-
mission or the owner’s knowledge 
to tease and jump on him. The 
man was so overwhelmed with 
grief at the loss of his cat, he com-
mitted suicide a few days later. 

Any animal, do-
mestic or exotic, 
will bite on occa-
sion. Humans 
also bite regu-
larly.  Common 
sense is non-
negotiable once a 

bite is reported in the real world.   
We have had many animals come 
to us under similar circumstances 
and the future will hold many 
more.  We live in a fear based so-
ciety and people are raised with 
the “big bad wolf” syndrome.  
The animal usually loses in the 
end because it is an easy out for 
those making the fateful deci-
sions. 

Brutus ia a beautiful Sa-
vanna (Serval-Bengal 
cross) and is two years 
old. His owner could no 
longer keep him because 
of major changes in her 
life and he was brought 
to us in April. Brutus is 
now living with Homie, 
Kimba, Deuce and Simba and has 
fit right in with our small family 
of exotic cats. 

Eight live New Zealand white 
rabbits were dropped off at our 
gate to feed the cats. We do not 
kill any living misfits that arrive at 
our door, regardless of what they 
are’ big or small.  The bunnies are 
waiting to be neutered and spayed 
by Dr Chris Pagel and will then be 

available for free to approved 
homes. We have placed many 
horses, calves, cows and other 
domestic animals that have found 
safe haven at the Sanctuary over 
the years. We never allow place-
ment of any exotic animal at any-
time nor do we place any domes-
tic animal with medical problems. 
All live out the remainder of their 
days with us and are eventually 
buried in one of our cemeteries.                                 

New form of Canned Hunts 
exposed!  
We were horrified to learn that 
people can go on specific Internet 
sites that will allow you to hunt 
and kill animals from the privacy 
of their homes with the click of a 
mouse!  They bring the site up, 
log on to which type of animal 
they want to kill, specifically pick 
out the individual animal and click 
its death.  A few weeks later the 
hide and head are sent to them in 
the mail!  It started in Texas and is 

rapidly being 
outlawed in 
many States. 
These animals 
range from deer 
to lions and also 
include endan-
gered species. 
Endangered spe-
cies are only en-

dangered in the wild.  If people 
raise an endangered animal in the 
U.S.A. they are allowed to kill and 
harvest that animal legally, as long 
as they have the proper documen-
tation from the government stat-
ing that the animal was not “taken 
from the wild”. 

Other sad news unveiled is the 
(Continued on page 7) 

We live in a fear based society and 
people are raised with the “big bad 
wolf” syndrome.  The animal 
usually loses in the end ... 
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export of exotic animals from the 
United States for canned hunts in 
other countries. We have received 
calls from people who claim to be 
part of wildlife reestablishment 
programs that export animals and 
put them in preserves to bring in 
new blood and live out their days 
in the “Wild”.  They go on and on 
about how wonderful and suc-
cessful their programs are and tell 
you they will absorb all costs of 
transport and relocating the ani-
mal.  These unfortunate animals 
end up being hunted and slaugh-

tered on foreign soil where it is 
legal to hunt them and then have 
their kill shipped back to the 
states. It is legal because they were 
raised in captivity and not taken 
from the wild. These people will 
stop at nothing to find more and 
more loopholes in the system.  
We’ve seen many articles of ani-
mals that were very loved and 
owners wanting more than any-
thing for them to have a better 
life than what they could provide.  
I cannot imagine the devastation 
in their hearts when the truth of 
the animals’ fates are revealed.                                                                        

(Continued from page 6) 

Yes   I want to give a VOTK membership to a very special 
friend. 

   
I am enclosing $ _____ for: 

 _____ 6-month Membership(s) @ $60 each 

 _____ 6-month Family Membership(s) $75 

 _____ 1-year Membership(s) @ $120 each 

 _____ 1-year Family Membership(s) $150 

 _____ 6-month Senior Membership(s) @ $30 each 

 _____ 1-year Senior Membership(s) @ $60 each 

 _____ Please send a gift card to announce my gift. 

Please mail this form, along with your check, to: 
VALLEY OF THE KINGS SANCTUARY  W7593 Townhall Road  Sharon, WI 53585-9728 

Valley of the Kings Sanctuary 

Gift to: 

Name: _______________________________ 

 

Address: _____________________________ 

 

City/State/Zip: ________________________ 

Gift from: 

Name: _______________________________ 

 

Address: _____________________________ 

 

City/State/Zip: ________________________ 

Note: Beginning May 2007 there will be a charge of $10 per person each time you visit with more 
than one guest.  Additional single visit passes may be obtained by mail order only! 



We’re on the web! 
www.votk.org 

Sanctuary Visiting Hours:  
Saturdays and Sundays 1:30 p.m. to sunset 

 
Tours at 2:00 and 4:00 Saturdays and Sundays only. Workdays are every 
Saturday from 10:30 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. If you want to help make a dif-
ference in the lives of the animals, please consider joining our Construc-
tion Crew. For information regarding construction projects or general 
volunteering opportunities, please contact the Sanctuary at 262-736-9386 
 

Sanctuary is closed on holidays. We are not open to the public. 
Members must have  valid membership card. 

(Sorry, we cannot accept new memberships at the gate.) 

Nonprofit Org 

US Postage 
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Sharon, WI 

Permit #50 

W7593 Townhall Road 
Sharon, Wisconsin 53585-9728 

 
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

VALLEY OF THE KINGS SANCTUARY 
& RETREAT  

Phone: 262-736-9386 
Fax: 262-736-2020 
Email: info@votk.org 

Dedicated to the rescue and refuge of 
abused, abandoned, injured and 

retired exotic animals. 


